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	Topic

	Every event can be viewed from multiple perspectives.

	Essay

	Throughout history, people have viewed events differently. This led to many debates and conflicts. The use of the atomic bomb during the Second World War demonstrates this. 

In the mist of the war,, the Allies, after winning on the western front against Germany and Italy, faced unexpected difficulties on the eastern front. Japan, who was once in solidarity with the Fascists, maintained resistance, controlling its Asian possessions including Korea, the Philippines and some parts of China. The European countries and the US, tired of a long-lasting, massive war, wished to end the war. However, Japanese resistance was so strong that the Allies had to come up with a powerful solution. The US, the leading power among allies, decided to drop the atomic bomb on Japan. As a result,  World War II ended and the Asian countries were liberated.
Comments:

· Good example, but your paragraph is still wasted since you’re not drawing the example back to the issue at hand.  Remember: never write a paragraph that doesn’t DIRECTLY address your issue.  So here, you might have concluded with a sentence saying “In sum, from the Western perspective, the use of the atomic bomb allowed the liberation of hundreds of millions of people” or something like that.
However, despite such positive outcome the atomic bomb brought us, there are other perspectives toward it. For example, many innocent Japanese children from Nagasaki and Hiroshima suffered from the effects of the atomic bomb. Many babies were born without fingers and toes while senior citizens had to experience incurable diseases that never appeared to humans before. Moreover, women and men both became barren, destroying  many Japanese families. Thus, the negative effects of the atomic bomb caused great damage to Japan and caused tremendous suffering for uncountable people. Because of the harm caused by the atomic bomb, many groups of people such as environmentalist, peace activists, and anti-war activists consider the atomic bomb as an evil that never should have been allowed in human hands. 
Comments:

· Good analysis, but it’s not very clear what the first perspective is (“the use of the atomic bomb was justified) versus what the opposite perspective is (last sentence of this paragraph).  Make sure to identify those two perspectives in a crystal clear fashion.
In sum, people look at the same event from different perspectives.  Some view the U.S decision to use the atomic bomb as the right decision to end the war while others view the bombing as the start of a new kind of war, the suffering of the civilians of Japan. Thus, people should be considering many perspectives from diverse people when thinking about an important issue.



	General Comments

	Your essay is OK but you fail to really reflect on the issue.  Instead, you give an example and show two different ways of looking at it.  So you continue to overemphasize the example and underanalyze the issue.  This essay is much more about the atomic bomb use than it is about different perspectives looking at the same facts.

Here, if you think about it, this issue is at the core of so many things that are going on in the world.  Look at the war in Iraq/terrorism.  Look at political issues.  Look at the situation in North Korea.  Conflicts and dispute almost always boil down to people looking at the same event in different ways and thus drawing different conclusions.  So what do you learn from that? You should appreciate for this, but this is really the centerpiece of the issue and it’s not developed at all in your essay.

So for your next essay, take 4 minutes to really reflect on the issue and ask yourself what the issue really means, and how it impacts our lives.  Then plan your essay.  So keep the focus on the issue – not the number of paragraphs or the example(s) you’re developing.  

Score of 3 -- An essay in this category demonstrates developing competence. Such an essay may contain one or more of the following weaknesses:

    * inadequate organization or development

    * inappropriate or insufficient details to support ideas

    * some errors in grammar, diction, or sentence structure   

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html

	

	

	


