I thought I knew things until I discovered_____________

I thought I knew things until I discovered that our society is an unjust place. After realizing the gender inequalities that exist in today’s society, I found my identity as a woman and began to speak out for my rights.

Comments:

(Restructure your sentences to emphasize that you are clearly addressing the task.  As you can see, one of the simple changes included moving “after realizing…” to the beginning of the sentence to emphasize that you “discovered” something.
Born into a wealthy family, I always had everything I wanted – trips around the world, private tutors, and karate classes, to name a few. However, when I turned 15, I discovered that not everyone is living in the same condition as I was. This fact opened my eyes to a cruel world and completely changed the way I view my environment. I finally saw the inequalities that I face as a woman living in an Asian country. Ever since, I am no longer an obedient woman but a person who speaks out against obstacles. 
Comments:

(Take advantage of opportunities to provide examples (e.g., “swimming pool, private school education…”).  Good use of examples will earn you more points.

(No contractions (e.g., “everyone’s”).
As typical protective parents, my mom and dad did not allow me to stay out after ten o’clock while my younger brother had no such curfew. Although I was older and thus deserved more rights, my parents treated me differently because I was a girl. Moreover, unlike my brother, I was forced to do house chores, such as laundry and washing dishes. This burden took time away from my study, reading, and meeting with friends, whereas my brother had time to go to summer camp and sleep over at his friends’ homes for the weekend. 
Comments:

(If you use “Moreover,” do not use “also” later in the sentence.  This is redundant.
As a woman who discovered her self-pride and ability to overcome difficulties, I decided to take action. I held a family meeting, including my grandparents and other sisters. Although afraid and nervous, I told my parents what an unfair weight I had to carry due to my gender. My parents at first seemed very surprised that I felt this way.  However, they soon admitted their discrimination. As a result, I was able to stay out until 1 o’clock, while my brother had to come home by 11. More importantly, my parents no longer required me to do an unbalanced amount of housework so that I could have time for my self-development and intellectual growth.

Comments:

(If possible, try to use different words when referring to the same thing.  For example, do not repeat “burden” over and over again.  Instead, use words like “weight” or “load.”  Another example is “Moreover.”  There are lots of equivalent words, such as, “In addition,” “Also,” “More importantly,” “As another example,” etc.
(”Till” is informal.
Ever since I saw the world for what it actually is, not through my rose-colored glasses, and experienced the wonder of speaking out for myself, I miraculously transformed into a brave individual in any circumstance. At school, I raised the question with the administration why girls were required to wear skirts that restricted our behavior and made us uncomfortable. I organized a group to draw the attention of students and parents to this issue to gain their support. By holding protests every morning at the school gates, we finally obtained enough signatures to raise a formal objection to school policy. After an intense meeting with the policy committee, we were free to choose whatever school uniform we wanted to wear.

Comments:

(Especially for the first sentence of each paragraph, make sure you clearly show the relevancy to the thesis (i.e., “I thought I knew things until….”).
(Avoid redundancies if you can.  (Note: This is not an important rule in a timed test.)  “Bold” and “brave” mean nearly the same thing; use one. 
Since I discovered the oppression that I and other women face in our daily lives due to our gender, I became a new person, one who courageously fight against inequalities. Before this life-altering revelation, I was a bird in a cage, unaware of the obstacles outside. Only after we uncover the truth can we begin to live our lives greatly.
Final Comments:

(You said you did not understand the topic.  You actually addressed it well.
((SCORE: 4.5
	Address Task:
	effectively addresses the task

Make sure the first sentence clearly shows its relevance to the main thesis.  (Hurried readers often pay more attention to the first sentence and skim the rest of the paragraph.)

	Organization and Development:
	generally well organized and adequately developed.
This question is an unusual personal question about one incident in your life.  Thus, the standard 3-example paragraph that you should normally use for a timed 20-minute exam is not as effective as a chronological format, which you use here nicely.

	Details to Support Thesis or Illustrate Ideas:
	using appropriate examples to support ideas



	Facility in Use of Language:
	displays adequate but inconsistent facility in use of language, presenting some errors in grammar or diction

	Syntactic Variety and Word Choice:
	demonstating some syntactic variety and range of vocabulary

Work on sentence variety.  (You should of course repeat key thesis words, however.) 



