People who change their lives are motivated by ___________

Some people accept society for how it is, while others care to improve their lives by making courageous choices. Two groups of women serve as examples. Some women act as if they belong to men, while other women resist traditional gender rules. The latter group, who proactively change their lives, are motivated by self-respect and self-awareness. In other words, because these women are concerned about themselves, they do not let social standards dominate their lives. Stories of two feminists demonstrate this point.

Comments:

(I underlined your thesis (i.e., answer to the question) for your review only.  Good job on a clear thesis.
(One of the greatest weaknesses in essays is their frequent use of the passive tense.  Overuse of the passive voice throughout the essay can make your prose seem flat and uninteresting.  Sentences in active voice are also more concise than those in passive voice.  In sentences written in passive voice, the subject receives the action expressed in the verb; the subject is acted upon.  In sentences written in active voice, the subject performs the action expressed in the verb; the subject acts.  You can recognize passive-voice expressions because the verb phrase will always include a form of “to be,” such as “am,” “is,” “was,” “were,” “are,” or “been.”  

Examples:

-Passive: I was offered the job by Gerry Park.
-Active: Gerry Park offered me the job.

Virginia Woolf was a British writer who changed her life by writing in her own style, specifically one that mirrored her ego. Woolf created a completely different way of writing, a so-called stream of consciousness, which distinguished her from male writers. Her language was considered somewhat unorganized, illogical and too emotional by the standards of her time. However, this way of writing and her expressions and words reflected her rage as a highly self-conscious woman living in the Victorian age. Woolf refused to express her struggling ego through a man’s way of thinking or words. Instead, with her anger and frustration about the subjugation of woman in her society, she wrote about independent women through her works, such as A Room of One’s Own and Mrs Dalloway. Her revolutionary feminist perspective shown through these books came from her experience and self-realization as an oppressed woman living in a limited world. Not like most Victorian women, who were confined to family and motherhood, Virginia respected her talents as a writer and wrote in a self-liberating way, thus differentiating her life as well as her writing style from the social standard.

Comments:

(Underline or italicize names of books. 
(When separating a series of three or more terms, use a comma after each term except the last.  (Note: This is not a strict rule, merely the preferred way.)

Example:


red, white, and blue


She opened the book, read it, and returned it to the shelf.

Gloria Steinem also changed her life by taking actions stemming from her self-respect and self-consciousness. As a journalist, she acknowledged that a woman’s voice cannot be heard through the existing male-dominated media. She observed that the mass media materializes and objectifies women. She felt that she could not properly express issues that were important in her life. [What do you mean by issues?  You may want to give an example.] When she reached a ceiling in her profession due to her gender, she decided to take action instead of compromising her self-pride and self-awareness as a woman. Such struggles led Steinem to find Ms., the first feminist magazine in the world. Through Ms., Steinum created an outlet for speaking out from her feminist perspective. Her topics varied from legendary feminists in history to women as political subjects. By doing so, she became a woman who courageously shuns mainstream order for the freedom to live the way she wants to. Her sensitive self-consciousness and pride that caused her to resist the burden of patriarchy turned her into one of the most respected feminists of all time.

Comments:

(Do not use contractions (e.g., couldn’t, doesn’t, can’t, etc.) in formal essays.
(Do not use “very” in front of “first.”  There is no such thing as “very first.”

(Underline or italicize names of magazines.

In sum, as shown through the influential stories of Virginia Woolf and Gloria Steinum, people with change their lives are the ones who value and respect themselves enough to stand up to mainstream beliefs. Their stories teach us the importance of self-esteem in fighting domination by external influences. 

General Comments:

(NICE JOB FOLLOWING THE 4-PARAGRAPH FORMAT: (1) INTRO, (2) 2 DIFFERENT EXAMPLES, (3) CONCLUSION.  As I mentioned before, essentially all but one of the “6” sample essays on the College Board website follow this “2 example” format.  This format may seem robotic and boring, but you will ensure getting the best grade this way.  (Sure, you can be creative regarding the essay format and manage to get a good score, but why take the risk and why torture yourself?)
(SCORE: 5.5
	Address Task:
	effectively and insightfully addresses the writing task

	Organization and Development:
	generally well organized and adequately developed

	Details to Support Thesis or Illustrate Ideas:
	using appropriate examples to support ideas

	Facility in Use of Language:
	displays consistent facility in use of language

	Syntactic Variety and Word Choice:
	demonstrating syntactic variety and range of vocabulary


(To view redline, go to TOOLS -> TRACK CHANGES -> HIGHLIGHT CHANGES -> HIGHLIGHT CHANGES ON SCREEN. 
