	[image: image1.png]



	editor:
	Damien Leri       
	score:
	4.5

	Topic

	Topic 13

Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

	Essay

	Modern society combines diverse value systems and cultures. In some situations we must choose one of several lifestyles. The selection of an eating routine is one of these situations, and it becomes more complicated as the developing pace of society gets faster. Some people enjoy eating fast and conveniently at food stands or restaurants, while others enjoy eating food comfortably at home. Although both are reasonable, I prefer eating food at home.
Comments:

· In your second sentence you wrote “select better one”. The “one” is ambiguous: does it refer to “value system”, “culture”, or simply some option?
· You do not need to state all your main ideas in the introduction of an essay. You can state your position -- your basic view of the topic. Then in the following paragraphs you will give your reasons, with examples and other support.
First of all, I can enjoy eating a larger variety of food at the same price. For example, assume that I have 8 dollars. In a restaurant I would eat only the cheapest bread, and hardly be satisfied. At home I could have a meal with vegetables and better bread. In short, I might enjoy eating various kinds of food with the same money I would spend in the restaurant eating only simple bread.

Comments:

· “presume” is like “guess” – it means to not be sure. In this case we can “assume” since there’s no chance of being wrong (because it’s an imaginary example).
· You incorrectly capitalized “only” and “presume” – never capitalize in the middle of a sentence unless the word is a name or otherwise special (such as “I”).
· Notice the way I reorganized the sentences in the second half of the paragraph. You had not mentioned “at home”, so I needed to add that. I also made it clearer by making two parallel sentences: “In a restaurant… At home…”. English often requires phrases to be parallel (such as “not only… but also”, “both.. and…”). Even where it is not required, parallelism is a strong technique for making your writing clear, rhythmic (easy and fun to read), and compelling (attractive and forceful).
Secondly, at home I can enjoy eating fresh food at any time, and not waste any. I can always save the rest in the refrigerator. At restaurants, however, I always leave food to be disposed of with other trash and wasted food. 
Comments:

· Again here, you did not indicate “at home” right away, to make your statements clear.
· Also again the paragraph needed a more parallel organization.
Lastly, I can save money by buying only the ingredients I want. I have a habit of listing what I need for cooking. I, who could not but give up eating out because I had only 8 dollars, could buy not only the same food, but also other food. This can be done easily at a grocery shop after deciding to eat at home and making a list.
Comments:

· Your last sentence is too general to include here. Keep the essay conclusion in the conclusion paragraph at the end.
In conclusion, eating food at home provides benefits such as enjoying diverse types of food, saving food, and cutting down on expenses. There is no doubt that eating out provides other benefits. However, I am sure that eating at home offers more financial and practical benefits. Thus, I prefer to be the frugal person that is proper in modern society.

 Comments:

· Great conclusion.


	General Comments

	You need to be more careful when organizing each sentence. After writing a sentence, read it to ensure that the words are in the proper and logical order and that it does not contain ambiguous references (such as adjectives, implicit verb subjects, or pronouns like “one” or “he”).

Your examples are general. It is usually more interesting to the reader if you include a specific event in your life – you need not include the details, just what is related to your points.

word count: 407 – too long.

addresses the task:

· effectively addresses the writing task 

structure:

· is adequately organized and developed 

detail:

· uses some details to support a thesis or illustrate an idea 

language facility:

· serious and frequent errors in sentence structure or usage 
variety, word choice:

· an accumulation of errors in sentence structure and/or usage 

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html

	

	

	


