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	Topic

	You have received a gift of money. The money is enough to buy either a piece of jewelry you like or tickets to a concert you want to attend. Which would you buy? 

	Essay

	As people have individual faces, our tastes also differ. Given the choice between a piece of jewelry and a concert ticket, some people would buy a piece of jewelry while others would buy a concert ticket. Although both are reasonable, I prefer to buy a piece of jewelry because I could decorate myself by wearing it, pass it down to my children, and benefit from its longer lasting value.  

Comments:

· Good use of analogy between faces and tastes.
· “People” is always plural. 
· Although you can use the pronoun “they” to refer to “people”, it is often better to use “us” – particularly when you are talking about yourself in the same paragraph.
· Your phrase “in my opinion” here is ambiguous because it is between two plausible verbs (“are reasonable” and “prefer”). To clarify you would need to move it before “both” or “are reasonable”. If you meant it to relate to the other verb (“I prefer”), that is a mistake because “prefer” already contains the meaning of “opinion”.

· In the final sentence you change from the first-person subject “I” to the third person “it”. In such a list, you should not change the subject like that. That’s why I changed the third verb to match the “I” subject: “benefit”.
· This is a good introduction. You did not have such problems with syntax as in the previous essay.
      Above all, jewelry is splendid to wear. The  function of jewelry is to decorate the person who wears it. Thus, I could look conspicuous and graceful by wearing it.
Comments:

· Your last sentence is not clear, because it incorrectly uses the word “complacent”. Maybe you meant a different word? In any case, the sentence sounds like a repetition of the previous one.
· Even here you can give an example about how a particular piece jewelry adds to some aspect of your appearance.
      Secondly, I could pass down jewelry to my children. People often inherit some jewelry from their forefathers. Although time has passed, the objects have the same value, or rather more. For example, I received a ring from my grandfather. He bought it with 100 dollars, but now it is worth 500 dollars. Therefore, I believe that jewelry has more value than money or anything else in that I can also pass down to my children.
Comments:

· In your second sentence: note that time “passes” rather than “goes”. Also, the following “it” is ambiguous -- after you mention another noun (“time”), you should repeat the word “jewelry” or some other noun to substitute it.
· “As an instance of it” does not sound good. Better to simply use “for example” or “for instance”.
· Notice that in the last few sentences you can write “can” instead of “could”; this is because you are now speaking of reality – your example – rather than the hypothetical situation of whether to be given jewelry or a concert ticket.
       In addition, jewelry can be exchanged for money because of its permanent value.  Anyone might fall into a monetary crisis at any time. However, if he or she needs money at once, he or she could change the value of jewelry into money directly by selling or mortgaging it. In this respect, it can be used as a good substitute for money.   

       In conclusion, I am sure that jewelry has more value than a concert ticket. It has the function of accessories, can be good heritage, and can be used as a means similar to money. Indeed, the diverse roles of jewelry are why it becomes an ideal gift.

	General Comments

	At times you seemed to repeat ideas in more than one sentence. It’s better to clearly and simply state and idea and then move on to examples and other support. Then move on to the next idea.

You did not address the concert ticket option at all. It would be good to see a contrast between the two choices. For example you can point out the disadvantages of tickets. You can also generalize on the issue by saying why you prefer long-lasting rewards rather than transitory ones.

Be careful of ambiguity (multiple meanings) and unusual vocabulary in your sentences; these are a source of confusion for the reader.

word count: 317: could have been a little longer

addresses the task:

· may address some parts of the task more effectively than others 

structure:

· is well organized and well developed 

detail:

· uses details to support a thesis or illustrate an idea 

language facility:

· demonstrates adequate but possibly inconsistent facility with syntax  and usage 

variety, word choice:

· may contain some errors that occasionally obscure meaning 

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html

	

	

	


