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Some students prefer to study alone, Others prefer to study with a group of students. Which do you prefer? 

	Essay

	When sitting down for serious study, some students like to study alone to concentrate only their work. Others like to study together with friends to cooperate on their work. Although both are reasonable, I prefer to study together with my friends because I can promote a sense of responsibility, learn cooperative spirit, and share diverse information.

Comments:

· My replacement in the first sentence changed the opening phrase from a vague one to one that is clear and specific. Plus it illustrates a setting, an image that draws in the reader.
· It’s better to split a sentence into two sentences rather than have many commas.
· The word “cooperate” already contains the meaning “each other”.
     First of all, I can develop a sense of responsibility concerning an assignment to be given. When I have studied alone, I always failed to achieve good grades on a test because of my laziness. But when I studied in a group I could get grades easily by other members' checking. 

Comments:

· After the word “laziness” you should have a sentence describing the laziness. Otherwise it’s unclear what you mean by “my laziness”.
· This is improper use of “on the one hand… on the other hand”, which should only be used when you are presenting opposing views. For example, when you want to contrast the pros and cons (advantages and disadvantages) of one thing. But in this case you are presenting complimentary (not opposing) arguments; so “but” is appropriate.
     There is another reason I should collaborate  with members of a group. I can learn ways to manage conflict, adopt, and improve in the small society. However, if I persist in always studying alone, I may easily become a narrow person who can't be conscious of others. That’s why I believe that studying with friends helps me to become altruistic and a model citizen.  

Comments:

· Your initial sentence was confusing, see my revision.
· The final sentence was ambiguous: do you mean you want to be a model for society, or to follow a model, or both? I chose the latter in my revision.
     Additionally, a diverse exchange of information encourages efficiency and wider thinking. For example, through the aid of members I can easily solve difficult problems that I couldn't solve by myself. As a result, not only can I secure the time in which I can check my work, but also I can reach for higher challenges.  

Comments:

· I moved “not only” over so that “I can” is repeated in the sentence. This is because of large distance between the two occurrences of “I can”: it’s difficult and ambiguous when “I can” is not repeated. Moving “I can” after “not only” required one further transformation: to “can I”.

     To sum up, studying together with friends provides us with benefits such as developing the sense of responsibility, socialization, and self-control. There is no doubt that studying alone provides other benefits. However, I strongly believe that studying together with friends will compel me to acquire values essential for my future.
Comments:

· Good conclusion. If you want to make it stronger, try adding a fun analogy.

	General Comments

	This essay is very theoretical; it needs concrete examples.

word count: 283 (short)

addresses the task:

· effectively addresses the writing task 

structure:

· is well organized and well developed 

detail:

· inappropriate or insufficient details to support or illustrate generalizations 

language facility:

· demonstrates adequate but possibly inconsistent facility with syntax  and usage 

variety, word choice:

· may contain some errors that occasionally obscure meaning 

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html

	

	

	


