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	Topic

	People make the mistake of treating experts with suspicion and mistrust, no matter how valuable their contributions might be " (issue number 58)

	Essay

	Sigmund Freud is well known for his theory of the "Oedipus Complex." Right after it was published in the mid-1900s, it was so controversial that he had to go into exile to be free from the public's jeering. Nowadays, however, the theory has been evaluated as an indicative advancement in several academic fields. As the speaker states, it seems that people's incredulity at experts' opinions are generally unwarranted. However, it is not a far-sighted thought that the duty of experts is overlooked. Doubt and criticism have to be interpreted as the duty of common people corresponding to that of experts.

Comments:

(In a brief introductory paragraph (about 2-3 sentences), you should accomplish 3 things.  First, give a clear position the issue.  Second, show that you understand the complexities of the issue.  Third, foreshadow what the body of the essay will cover.  Your introductory paragraph fails to present a clear perspective.  

(The introductory paragraph should be a general discussion.  Do not go into detail.  Detailed reasoning and specific examples should go in the body of the essay.  You should discuss Freud in the body of your essay.

(The last three sentences are very difficult to understand.  For example, what is the duty of experts?  You need to define your terms.  Note that the readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) language (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) mechanics (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider language and mechanics only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  The last three sentences are so difficult to understand that the readers will probably have to consider language and mechanics into your score.  Practice writing sentences. 
(The last sentence contains your thesis, but it is unclear.  Make your thesis clear.  For example, “Common people have a duty to not passively accept claims by experts because a certain amount of distrust is required in order for knowledge to progress.
The duty of experts is to disclose the truth and readjust what is regarded as the truth in their specific areas. We, common persons, endow enormous authority to them. Yet we do not endow a full of trust. Where does this paradox come from? We admit the high accuracy and the advanced trueness of their thoughts, yet as much as possibility that they are false or worthless. Even in the most rational study, such as mathematics, overthrowing  established theories can occur. We often get news about having solved a complicated mathematical problem, but it is soon proved wrong at a later time. As we cannot be confident of the truth of discovered “facts,” we cannott be trustful of experts, although they have more of a chance to be right.

Comments:

(The phrase “adjust value on the ground… areas” is difficult to understand.

(The phrase “yet as much as possibility that they are false or worthless” is difficult to understand.

(Good example.

In addition to the problem of uncertainties in truth, the more concerned cause is that experts who have stern authorities also possess a strong power of influence, which can lead academic fields or society into hazardous situations. Let us consider an economist working at a highly advanced, reputable institution. After he studies the market of developing countries and issues a report, his investigation and theory might be used as supporting evidence for an erroneous policy. Then, many people under the policy will suffer from it. Accordingly, people's suspicion is not a mistake but a useful tool to restrain expertise since it has potential to affect society.

Comments:

(Good example.

Undoubtedly, it is a commonplace affair that a specialist makes a surely valuable work to which people do not agree. In this case, it is not the public's mistake but the expert's mistake. That is because an expert's attitude that requires people to directly accept their ideas is a fault. As noted above, experts as humans can err. Thus, persuading people and collaborating with them is an essential course in every field. If an excellent work is not welcome to people, the fault lies in the expert's slothfulness in not taking the time to make sure understand.

Comments:

(I’m not sure what point you’re trying to make.  Are you trying to say that it is the expert’s fault if the public accepts their work without any protest?  This point is not relevant to the main issue.  You should make sure you do not go off on a tangent.  Stick to the main issue.

At last, common people cannot be experts in every field. With limited understanding, they are more inclined to ignore masterpieces or accept inferior works than experts do. However, their scrutiny of experts is essential for civilization to progress step by step no matter how it is valuable. In a sense that human beings are limited beings, common people and experts are equal. A collaborating relationship between them is crucial.

Comments:

(Having a clear concluding paragraph is important.  You do not want the reader to think you ran out of time.  In a brief concluding paragraph (about 2-3- sentences), you should briefly summarize the main points of your essay.  Your essay would be more effective and leave a better impression if this paragraph is were part of the body of the essay and you had a separate concluding paragraph.  Although there is no “correct” length for a GRE Issue essay, GRE Writing experts say that it should ideally be 5-6 paragraphs (introduction, 3-4 body paragraphs, conclusion).

(Don’t forget to give examples.  Here, you should provide an example of how skepticism toward experts makes civilization progress.  The possibilities are endless.  In a sample essay by Mark Alan Stewart, J.D., he used the example of Copernicus helping the work of Galileo 100 years later and eventually leading to Newton’s laws of gravity. 

(In the phrase “no matter how it is valuable,” what does “it” refer to?  Be careful when using pronouns.  Make sure the reader knows what the pronoun refers to.


	General Comments

	(The main problem with this essay is that you do not address the opposing viewpoint. There is no “correct” viewpoint in a GRE Issue essay; you can strongly disagree, strongly agree, qualify the statement, and so on.  However, one thing you must always do is bring up contrary positions, reasons, and examples and challenge them in some way.  In other words, you must not only support your position but also refute others.  You should have addressed how sometimes skepticism can be counterproductive and provide an example, such as living a hypochondriac existence because you distrust everything your doctor tells you. 

(In terms of appearance, you need to either indent the first sentence of every paragraph or skip a line between paragraphs.

(Many of the GRE Issue statements have repeating themes.  You should develop and “memorize” a list of examples from politics, arts, science, and philosophy that you can use in the actual exam.

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· is vague or limited in presenting or developing a position on the issue 

Development:

· develops the position on the issue with relevant reasons and/or examples 

Organization:

· adequately focused and organized 

Expression:

· has serious problems in the use of language and sentence structure that frequently interfere with meaning 

Written English:

· contains serious errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that frequently obscure meaning 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


