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	Topic

	114-Tech development & Humanity progress

"Humanity has made little real progress over the past century or so. Technological innovations have taken place, but the overall condition of humanity is no better. War, violence, and poverty are still with us. Technology cannot change the condition of humanity."

	Essay

	 For more than 100 years, there has been huge technological progress in various fields, and it has changed human life dramatically. Yet, some insist that the contribution of technology to humanity is doubtful and that moreover, technology degrades the condition of humanity. I do not agree with this opinion because technology is not responsible.

Comments:

(Your point that technology degrades humanity is extraneous.  You only need to discuss that technology has not brought about true progress.  Stay focused on the issue at hand.

(The introduction should show the reader that you understand the complexities of the issue.  The phrase “technology is not responsible" is too vague. 

 Technology has helped to reduce human suffering. Genetically engineered corn can grow in adverse conditions so that previously malnourished communities now have food year round. Because of biomedical research, measles and polio are diseases of the past, and human life has been prolonged. Indeed, such innovations have improved the quality of human life. 
Comments: 

-Starting a sentence with a question is a good technique for engaging the reader.  However, for a GRE Issue essay, a better approach is to make the first sentence clearly convey to the reader what the paragraph is about.

-You should go into more detail about technologies.

-Humans are not free from starvation.
Yet industrialization has generated negative side effects, such as pollution and disease. For example, automobiles set humans free to move long distances in a short time, but at the same time, increased pollution to harmful levels. Not only has the rate of asthma and cancer increased due to increased toxins in the air but also the ozone layer of the Earth is deteriorating. However, it will be technology that reverses this dangerous trend in air quality. For examnple, scientists are working on zero emission vehicles and new types of public transportation systems. 

Comments:

(You should dedicate one paragraph to negative side effects of technology, not just one sentence as you do here.  For example, you can talk about how fish now have dangerous levels of mercury, cancer rate has increased, etc.  In a GRE Issue essay, you get points for addressing and refuting opposing viewpoints.

These days, due to technology, people do not need to worry about food, clothing and shelter as they did a century ago. Released from these basic instincts, people now have more time to enjoy life. Leisure is no longer just a privilege for the upper class.

Comments:

(You should dedicate a separate paragraph to improving quality of life.  For example, because of computers, which can perform complex and repetitive tasks, we now have more time.  Then, you should address the counter-examples.  Because of computers, we often spend too much time on the Internet as the expense of our family.
(Describe technologies more, for example, factories that mass-produce clothes and shoes, new building materials, etc. 
 Technology is neutral;. and instead of it, hhumans are the reason we have is to be blamed for war, violence, and poverty. Admittedly, technology is being used for terrorisms and wars and the destructive power of weapons has increased far more than before, but the underlying technologieswere not originally intended for a  harmful purpose. When the physicist first discovered nuclear fusion, the H-bomb was not the purpose. In fact, it was used in a positive aspect for the generation of electricity. In some sense, developing technology is a inevitable human instinct. To use technology in a good or bad purpose is the responsibility of humans, not technology itself. We should indict the morality of humans for abusing technology.
Comments:

(Again, your first sentence should be a topic sentence. 
(Do not confuse scientific discoveries with technologies.  Scientific discoveries eventually lead to technologies.
 I admit that technology has not solved the poverty problem all over the world. In my opinion, technology can help alleviate and maybe even solve the poverty of poor countries solved, but humans hesitate in doing this. As time goes on, the difference between countries that have technology and ones that do not have is getting bigger. So, there exists global inequality, and poverty in poor countries is still serious. People in developed countries spend more than they need [more time on what?] and waste lots of food, but in Africa, many people suffer from the lack of daily necessities and even starve to death. Also in this problem, technology is innocent and in fact, can be the solution. The benevolence of developed countries in providing global aid is needed. If developed countries endow biotechnology, it can increase the harvest of food to attenuate the starvation. Actually, there are many international organizations and nongovernmental organizations in operation that are trying to solve this matter. In another sense, their activities are aided by the Internet, fast transportation, and medicines. – all technological innovations.
Comments:

(Good analysis regarding international organizations and NGOs using technologies.

 In the final analysis, technology is neutral and will progress automatically. We cannot foreclose the progress and do not have to. We should be more concerned about the right usage of technology in humanism. Whether technology becomes a virtue or vice depends on humans. Depending on a human’s decision, technology can be a benediction.

	General Comments

	Analysis is good.  Organization is what needs improvement.  You should write shorter paragraphs.  Each paragraph should discuss one point in your outline, nothing more.  Also, detailed examples are important.  You should have discussed more technologies, such as genetically engineered corn.  Also, do not spend time trying to review my edits on language and mechanics, since the grader does not consider them unless they affect your ability to communicate.

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”
Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html


	

	

	


