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	Topic

	"If a society is to thrive, it must put its own overall success before the well-being of its individual citizens."

	Essay

	The speaker contends that we live in a society where its overall development conflicts with individual welfare. I agree that both factors are difficult to pursue in parallel because pursuit of one aim is likely to require sacrifice of the other. However, no matter how much overall progress and personal satisfaction seem to be contradictory, their coexistence is a necessary condition to flourish a society. 

Comments:

(In a brief introductory paragraph (about 2-3 sentences), you should accomplish three things.  First, give a clear position on the issue (agree, disagree, or qualify the statement).  Second, show that you understand the complexities of the issue.  Third, foreshadow what is to come in the body of the essay. 

(”Wholesome” is not a good word choice because its popular meaning is “healthy” or “good.”  “Overall” or “general” is better.

(Instead of saying “their coexistence is a necessary condition to flourish a society,” you should give a more incisive analysis, namely, that the achievements of individuals are what lead a society to achieve overall success.  Examples include the accomplishments of scientists, political leaders, artists, etc.  Moreover, these individual achievements carry over beyond borders and improve other nations.

Every society has a demand for growth; especially in a developing country. Society endures painful steps so that they can bakebread that is big enough to feed everyone in the future. Korea, an eastern Asian country, owes much of its rapid economic development to such a promise. Although individuals were reluctant to admit? and experienced hardship during the military coup in the 1970s, the strong military authority that took power eventually constructed the infrastructure required for economic development, such as highways, railroads, and big enterprises that are still competing in the world market. As this example shows, prioritizing the overall success at the sacrifice of individuals is sometimes useful.

From an economical perspective, this “group before the individual” view becomes more obvious. Assuming that other conditions are the same, if an enterprise can hire employees at a  wages lower than those given by other enterprises, it is likely to   be in a position for more profits. The enterprise can reinvest the extra profits to stabilize its position in the field.

Comments:

(Be careful with pronouns.  Make sure the reader knows exactly what the pronoun is referring to.  You should define “this” in the first sentence.

(What are the “other conditions”? 

(Avoid saying “always,” “surely,” “never,” and other absolute words.  Will the enterprise “surely” get more profits?  No, not necessarily.  The lower wages may lower the morale of the employees and create worker flight, which results in the downfall of the company.

However, in order for a society to be more prosperous, sole concentration on the goal of success is not the best route to take. Individual concerns should also be looked at to keep society in track. The more a society develops, the more it will require creativity and insightfulness, rather than routine operation. The most important resource for social thriving will be the man-power. Therefore, it is the satisfied and contented members that will make society more competitive.
Comments:

(This paragraph needs more detailed reasoning and/or examples.  You do not clearly show your thought process.

Furthermore, employees with compatible incomes form a sound customer-group. Consuming capacity of national customers prepares fertile soil for enterprises to grow into international edifices. To summarize, "well-being" of individuals has to be guaranteed before indulging to achieve success in an economical level.

As a whole, the development of society and satisfaction of its members cannot exist without each other. Sometimes, there might be situations to accentuate the development in sacrifice of individual benefit. But, in the end, personal contentment of individuals will be the basis of any kind of progress or development. The ebb and flow of a society relies on the well-being of its members.

Comments:

(The 2nd sentence is very difficult to understand.



	General Comments

	You could have elaborated on how a society’s overall success is the end result of individual achievements, citing scientists who discover cures, leaders who defend our borders, and artists who create inspiring works.  Also, you could have discussed what “overall success” of a society means.  Specifically, you could have pointed out how the speaker fails to provide a definition of this general term.

(The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  The readers may be forced to consider expression and written language because some of your sentences were difficult to understand.  Practice your English writing exercises.  Write shorter sentences with simple vocabulary if you need to.

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities  of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis  of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue  and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· develops the position on the issue with relevant reasons and/or examples 

Organization:

· is adequately focused and organized 

Expression:

· has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity 

Written English:

· contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar,  usage, or mechanics that can interfere with meaning 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


