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	152 Ethics & Profit

“The only responsibility of corporate executives, provided they stay within the law, is to make as much money as possible for their companies.”

	Essay

	The speaker's claim that just earning as much money as possible is the only responsibility of corporate executives may have been persuasive in the past. But companies are now larger and more influential, so the responsibility of corporate executives is broader. It is interwoven with a variety of concerns such as unemployment, the environment, and national economies.

Comments:

· Good introduction.
· “in modern society” is just as vague as “now”. So use “now” (since it’s shorter), and clarify this in the essay: the past few years, few decades, etc.
The superficial goal of any company is, surely, maximizing profit. Without money a company can't exist in a modern capitalist society. Also, a richer company can employ more capable workers and thereby share more interests with them and the country in general. The responsibility of company, however, is growing more significant economically and socially. This is a trend of the modern age, where companies merge and become vast in size and influence. They influence the economic index and social problem of nations. For example, the massive layoff of a large enterprise causes unemployment and the factory of the manufacturing company could cause environmental pollution. Also, their preference for specific working areas exacerbates the unbalanced distribution of jobs. Although many nations have policies that help to prevent problems, these policies are not effective without the cooperation of companies.

Comments:

· I’m not sure what you mean by “one-dimensional”. “Superficial” is also rather vague, so consider omitting that if you can’t make it clear.
· Your sentences are often too long. Short sentences can be clearer and easier to read.
· Consider making your example even more specific – such as mentioning a specific company. In America there was a GE factory in Flint, Michigan that closed down and destroyed the welfare of the town that was dependent upon it.
Furthermore, some well-respected executives actually give continuous money and other support to public interests. A few large enterprises establish welfare or cultural foundations in order to be a useful and strong presence in the society. These activities gradually add to a positive brand image which in turn serves the company with customers. In this way the customers, company, and society can share interests and well-being.

Comments:

· It’s often good to start a sentence with “and”, but rarely good to start a paragraph with it. “And” should introduce an idea that is close on the heels of the previous idea; this is not appropriate to paragraph breaks, which separate more distinct ideas.
· Again here you could benefit from a more specific example.
To sum up, corporate executives pursuing only money are doing wrong to the society or nation as a whole. They should be interested in social problems and the national economy and be aware that they play an important role in them.

Comments:

· Good conclusion.

	General Comments

	Good analysis of your idea, but you could supplement it with another idea that explores another side of the issue. For example you could point out the “the law” may allow practices that are questionable – that the decision makers should also obey ethical guidelines and restraints rather than pushing to legal limits.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis  of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

Position:

· presents a well-considered position on the issue 

Development:

· develops the position on the issue with relevant reasons and/or  examples 

Organization:

· sustains a well-focused, well-organized analysis, connecting ideas logically 

Expression:

· expresses ideas with reasonable clarity 

Written English:

· generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written  English but may have some errors 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	























