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The nation of Claria covers a vast physical area. But despite wide geographic differences, many citizens are experiencing rising costs of electricity. A recent study of household electric costs in Claria found that families who cooled their houses with fans alone spent more on electricity than did families using air conditioners alone for cooling. However, those households that reported using both fans and air conditioners spent less on electricity than those households that used either fans or air conditioners alone. Thus, the citizens of Claria should follow the study's recommendation and use both air conditioners and fans in order to save money on electricity.


	Essay

	The above editorial concludes that the citizens’ houses should be equipped with both air conditioners and fans in order to save money on electricity. However, this argument is problematic for the following reasons. 
Comments:

· Perfect English syntax -- congratulations.
To begin with, the author draws the conclusion based on the assumption that the power charge is attributed just to air conditioners and fans. But there might be other factors such as electrical radiators, computers, or big refrigerators. Thus, the conclusion is unreasonable without considering the other electrical tools used in households. 
Comments:

· Good.
· Don’t say “such as… and so on”; it’s redundant.
Secondly, there is no solid evidence that every household has its own air conditioners and fans. For example, if there are many more people living without air conditioners and fans, the research results would lack validity. Furthermore, as the nation covers a vast physical area and has distinct geographical differences, it is supposed that there could be an area where no cooling systems are necessary. 

Comments:

· Sorry, I don’t understand your first point.
· The second point is important and should be elucidated: point out the hastiness of a general recommendation to all people, which ignores individual differences.
Finally, there may be various ways to reduce the cost of electricity. For example, the government can provide citizens with public announcements that encourage them to minimize consumption of electricity. Moreover, as the technology advances, there may be new power systems with superior economy and efficiency such as solar power. In short, the citizens can take advantage of alternative ways to spend less money on the electricity.
Comments:

· Also point out that every action has side effects, and that alternatives might not have the negative side effects of using air conditioners – such as potential air pollution from the coolant chemicals.
To sum up, the argument is not convincing. To strengthen the argument, the author should collect more evidence demonstrating the interaction between air conditioners, fans and the electricity fee, and consider differences with the country.



	General Comments

	Whenever a survey is cited, you should mention that there is no indication of the quality of the survey; we need to know details such as the number of participants, how they are selected, how they report the data, and what time periods they are reporting about. Without such information we know nothing of the strength or relevance of the results.

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated critique of the argument and conveys meaning skillfully. 

analysis: 

· clearly identifies important features of the argument and analyzes  them in a generally perceptive way 

development:

· develops ideas cogently, organizes them logically, and connects them with clear transitions 

support: 

· supports the main points of the critique 

writing style:

· demonstrates control of language, including appropriate word choice  and sentence variety 

written English:

· demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English  but may have minor errors 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”
Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html

	

	

	























