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	Topic: Issue #50
Should college faculty also work outside the academic world?

	Essay

	Students have a lot to benefit when they learn from professors who pursue professional pursuits outside of the university.  Therefore, I strongly agree with the statement that college faculty work outside of academia.

Comments:

(In a brief introductory paragraph (about 2-3 sentences), you should accomplish three things.  First, give a clear position on the issue (agree, disagree, or qualify the statement).  Second, show that you understand the complexities of the issue.  Third, foreshadow what is to come in the body of the essay.  Your introduction has problems.  (1) Most importantly, you need to present your position more clearly.  You should have said, “I strongly agree with the statement that college faculty should work outside academia because students have a lot to benefit from real-world knowledge.”  A good place for the thesis is the last sentence.  (2) The introduction is too long (i.e., 5 sentences).  It should be 2-3 sentences.  Do not waste time on the introduction because it is not as important as the body of the essay for increasing your score.  (3) It does not stay focused on the topic, which is whether faculty should work outside of academia.  Why are you discussing human resources, cyber universities, etc.?  The introductory paragraph should be a general discussion.  Do not go into detail.  Detailed reasoning and specific examples should go in the body of the essay.  

Professors who work outside of academia provide students with real world knowledge that will enhance the overall quality of their education. High-quality education is the foundation for an individual and a nation to survive in today’s fast-paced world. The knowledge-based society of the 21st century needs human resources who have both academic knowledge and hands-on technical skills. 
Comments:

(Specific examples are important for a high score.  What is an example of how a well-roudned education that also encompasses real-world experience will benefit society?

In addition, students today are not satisfied with learning only theories in college; they also want to gain practical skills so that they can successfully enter increasingly competitive job market after graduation. According to a study(한국 대학생들을 상대로 한), a significant majority of students believe that the primary function of a university is career preparation, not personal development. In addition, because of the economic downturn,(전세계적으로도) more students are worried about their financial future and seek college as a place that will prepare them for a stable career. Faculty who work in the real world can share their field experiences and valuable, up-to-date career advice with students. 
Comments:

(You need a clearer topic sentence.  The ideal location of the topic sentence is the first sentence.  In other words, the first sentence of each paragraph should clearly tell the reader what the main point of the paragraph is.  Each paragraph should discuss one point from your outline.

(Why are you discussing internships?  This seems off topic.  Internships are not provided by professors; they are structured by the college.  If you want to discuss internships in a relevant fashion, you could have stated that professors who work outside academia can help students make informed decisions about which internships to pursue since the professors have up-to-date information about the job market and what the particular field is about.  Better yet, you could have discussed that professors who work outside academia can provide excellent career advice to students since unlike most college career counselors, they have current real-world information about the field.

(In general, faculty is singular.

Faculty have a lot to gain as well, since professors who work outside academia are more likely to be up-to-date with rapidly changing trends in the field and pursue cutting-edge research topics. For instance, in the medical world, drugs and procedures can become replaced by newer technologies and rendered obsolete in a year. By working in an organization outside of academia, professors can catch up with latest industry information. 

[In age of keen competition, education should be elevated in quality to strengthen competitiveness. Also the present age depends on experts having both knowledge and technique so students need more effective education method. Even though students are restricted by time and money, they can reduce gap between theoretical world and real world as learning from experienced faculties.] 

Comments:

(This point seems to be under the umbrella of the prior paragraph regarding the need for students to get real world knowledge for the purposes of career development.  This paragraph was incorporated into that prior paragraph. 

Comments:

(You do not have a clear concluding paragraph.  Having a concluding paragraph is important for creating a positive impression in the reader’s mind.  You do not want the reader to think you ran out of time.  In a brief concluding paragraph (about 2-3- sentences), briefly summarize the main points of your essay.  



	General Comments

	In terms of core essay writing skills, you need to work on writing (1) clear introductory and concluding paragraphs and (2) clear topic sentences.

There is no “correct” viewpoint in a GRE Issue essay; you can strongly disagree, strongly agree, qualify the statement, and so on.  However, one thing you must always do is bring up contrary positions, reasons, and examples and challenge them in some way.  In other words, you must not only support your position but also refute others.  You should have addressed the major opposing argument that professors who are employed outside of academia have less time to spend on teaching students, which is their primary objective.  Also, you could have addressed the opposing argument that professors who work in the private sector often develop conflicts of interest and become biased in terms of their research (e.g., wanting biomedical research to have results that look favorably upon a potential drug being developed at a corporation affiliated with the professor).
Although there is no “correct” number of paragraphs, GRE Writing experts recommend that the GRE Issue essay should contain an (1) introduction, (2) conclusion, and (3) at least three body paragraphs.  You need to do a better job brainstorming reasons for supporting your position.  Your two body paragraphs were quite similar in nature and in effect was one reason.  More reasons for supporting your argument include making sure the professor is up-to-date with trends in the field so he can pursue the most cutting-edge, appropriate research topics; being able to teach in an interesting way by incorporating real-world stories to class lectures; broadening expertise in a field by working in outside the narrow academic context; etc.
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  Thus, although I edited your essay in terms of the expression and written language, including spelling and punctuation, do not waste your time concentrating on these edits.  Instead, focus on improving your ideas, analytic logic, and organization.  A good book to read to improve in this regard is Writing Skills for the GRE/GMAT Tests by Mark Alan Stewart.

(Many of the GRE Issue statements have repeating themes.  You should develop and “memorize” a list of examples from politics, arts, science, and philosophy that you can use in the actual exam.

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· is vague or limited in presenting or developing a position on the issue 

Development:

· is weak in the use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· is adequately focused and organized 

Expression:

· has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a  lack of clarity 

Written English:

· contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar,  usage, or mechanics that can interfere with meaning 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


