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	Topic

	016-Contemporary life impedes development of truly strong & independent individuals 

"Although many people think that the luxuries and conveniences of contemporary life are entirely harmless, in fact, they actually prevent people from developing into truly strong and independent individuals."

	Essay

	It is true that most people take advantage of modern luxuries and conveniences intheir daily lives, both in their leisure time and at work, without any worry about their potential harm However,  the speaker contends that they have  the disadvantage of preventing individuals from developing their strength and creativity in body and spirit.  I agree with the speaker.
Comments:

(In a brief introductory paragraph (about 2-3 sentences), you should accomplish three things.  First, give a clear position on the issue (agree, disagree, or qualify the statement).  Second, show that you understand the complexities of the issue.  Third, foreshadow what is to come in the body of the essay.  Your thesis is difficult to understand; it must be clear.  What does “insofar as individuals develop strength and creativity in body and spirit” mean?  Try writing shorter sentences if you find yourself unable to express your thoughts clearly.

Contemporary gadgets and machinery have gotten people into the habit of avoiding activities that require their physical strength and endurance. For example, they prefer driving a car to walking,even short distances to the neighborhood grocery store.  They also prefer taking an elevator or escalator to climbing up stairs. These preferences lessen the physical activities in their daily lives and weaken their bodies. Those who take the “easy” way will never know the empowering feeling of achievement in climbing to the top of a mountain or finishing a run around a lake.
Comments:

(Try to make your topic sentence (which is best located as the first sentence) more directly address the statement.  (See example above.)

(Each paragraph should cover only one point from your outline.  This paragraph should only discuss how conveniences have made people lazy and less willing to exert their physical energy.  You should discuss how as a result of conveniences, more and more people are getting overweight, dying from heart disease, etc. to show that indeed, conveniences are making people less strong.

These conveniences are really convenient and can reduce much time to go to a destination.  
Comments:

(You should dedicate one paragraph on discussing the main opposing arguments and then refuting them.  One of the pros of conveniences is indeed saving time.  A better place for this paragraph, which discusses opposing viewpoints, is the second paragraph of your essay, immediately after the introduction.

Indeed, people have gotten so dependent on modern conveniences that when a malfunction occurs, they become quite unpleasant.  For example, when an elevator is out of order, or people get stuck in a traffic jam and can no longer move their cars, they easily get irritated and angry to adjacent persons. 
Comments:

(This paragraph should discuss the point that people have indeed become so dependent on modern conveniences that they get angry when machinery breaks down, is unavailable, etc.

In the workplace, where efficiency is emphasized above all, people benefit much from luxuries and conveniences. Especiallythe Internet has really increased the speed and accuracy in the office. But, on the other side, more people are likely to abuse the facilities. For example, they try to find others' works and illegally make copies of them rather than use their own knowledge and creative thoughts.  

Comments:

(Good for trying to refute an opposing position.  The problem is that you are not focused on your discussion.  (See comment immediately below.)

(The statement deals with strength and independence.  You do not address these two topics here.  Instead, you talk about increasing accuracy and speed.  You need to tie the discussion more strongly to strength and independence.  A careful selection of words (e.g., “strength of work performance”) can allow you to easily make this paragraph more on point. 

Furthermore, luxuries and conveniences increase  materialism. The glittering of expensive car and electronics sometimes seduce people into pursuing money rather than realistic, fulfilling objective in life. To make things worse, they could make people think money is almighty sinceluxuries and conveniences cannot be gained without money.   

Comments:

(In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.).  

(Again, you need to stay focused.  The topics are strength and independence.  Choosing the right words (e.g., “strength of character”) can easily allow you to make this paragraph more on point.

In conclusion, I agree with the speaker's assertion that luxuries and conveniences impede individual from developing strength and independence in contemporary life. We should be cautious to take advantage of them.

Comments:

(In a GRE Writing exam, try not to copy the statement.  You need to show the reader that you are an independent thinker. 
(There is no such statement as “take disadvantage of.”  The proper expression is “take advantage of.”

(The concluding paragraph should be brief (about 2-3- sentences) and briefly summarize the main points of your essay.  


	General Comments

	(The main problem with this essay is that you do not acknowledge and refute the main opposing points.  There is no “correct” viewpoint in a GRE Issue essay; you can strongly disagree, strongly agree, qualify the statement, and so on.  However, one thing you must always do is bring up contrary positions, reasons, and examples and challenge them in some way.  In other words, you must not only support your position but also refute others.  You should have addressed how certain luxuries actually increase our independence, such as a car or computer.  Then, you could have refuted this point by saying that although out independence has been increased in certain ways, on balance, the negative effects are greater.

(The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  Your expression and written language are poor and make it very, very difficult for you to score above a 3.  You should take a general English writing class or TOEFL writing class.

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities  of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis  of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue  and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· is weak in the use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· is poorly focused and/or poorly organized 

Expression:

· has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity 

Written English:

· contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar,  usage, or mechanics that can interfere with meaning 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


