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	Topic

	013. "Many of the world's lesser-known languages are being lost as fewer and fewer people speak them. The governments of countries in which these languages are spoken should act to prevent such languages from becoming extinct."

	Essay

	Half of world’s languages face possible extinction. Some people do not worry about this fact because they believe it is more beneficial to learn a universal, influential language, such as English, than to keep week one’s native language. Others, such as the speaker, advocate governments in countries where these lesser-known languages are spoken to pass legislation and other policies to preserve these languages.  I agree with the speaker because indigenous languages have a lot of value.
Comments:

(In a brief introductory paragraph (about 2-3 sentences), you should accomplish three things.  First, give a clear position on the issue (agree, disagree, or qualify the statement).  Second, show that you understand the complexities of the issue.  Third, foreshadow what is to come in the body of the essay.

(Do not try to impress the reader with trivia or technical knowledge.  The GRE essay is a general discussion, not a specialized senior thesis.

 One reason that governments should protect lesser-known languages is that there are characteristic cultural and historical experiences in a language. Languages are in many ways living things which are born, change, and disappear. During these processes, peculiar cultural identities experiences annexes to the languages. Therefore, if a one language disappears, the best one tool to understand a particular one culture would disappear. For example, the Korean language, which is characterized by its byhas  Confucian culture, have many words that have no equivalent in English, such as “hyo,” which means absolute filial devotion.If the Korean language disappears, many Confucian traditions would be in danger of being forgotten.

Comments:

(You say that languages are like living things in that they “die.”  Dying seems to counter your point.  Living things die naturally, and keeping dying things alive is arguably unnatural and even unethical. 

(Unless the directions tell you otherwise, do not discuss one particular reason or example too much, even if you feel that it is the most persuasive one.  To get a good score, you need to write a well-rounded, balanced essay.  In fact, you should try to write no more than 3-4 sentences for every point in your outline.  In other words, aim to write a body paragraph that is about 3-4 sentences.  Here, although “hyo” is a good example, you spend too much time discussing “Hyo.”  Instead, you should have discussed another example or two.  For example, you could have discussed how Native American languages have many abstract, spiritual concepts that have no equivalent in other languages.

(Note that many standardized test experts recommend that international students use examples from their region of the world when writing essay exams.  If you capture the reader’s interest, you will benefit.

 Another reason that government should prevent the extinction of lesser-known languages is that languages are closely related to scientific diversity. A language includes knowledge about a specific region and can help modern science. For example, the language of the Hownu tribe of the Philippines distinguishes nearly 450 species of animals and 1,500 species of vegetation in their local area. The classification system of the Hownu tribe is not out of line with Linne's classification system and more elaborate than the modern biologist's classification. The Inuit tribe of the North Pole, which gave had words for different intensities of ice and snow allow geologists to learn a lot about the climate and glaciers of the North Pole.

Comments:

(As I mentioned above, do not waste your time trying to impress the reader with your specialized knowledge of a particular topic.  You do not score points by citing statistics (e.g. “450 species and 1,500 species”) or name-dropping unfamous historical figures.  

 

 Moreover, a government's support is helpful to protect less-known languages. According to a UNESCO report, Celtic in southern England and the Ainu language in Japan were revived due to governmental supports. Only eight Ainus could use their native language in the late 1980s. However, the Japanese government established an Ainu museum and encouraged Ainu children to learn their mother language. As a result, hundreds of people today use the Ainu language., In another example, Celtic disappeared in 1777.  However, becausethe English government supported Celtic, ten thousand people today use Celtic as a second language. These are  good examples to show that governmental supports can revive disappeared or disappearing languages.

 Comments:

(This point is weak.  Just because the government can preserve a language does not mean it should.  Your essay should focus on why a government should preserve a language.

(As I mentioned above, do not try to cite trivial details, such as generally unknown statistics or figures.

 In conclusion, governments should prevent lesser-known languages from becoming extinct because languages have their own cultural and historical experiences that should not be forgotten, and also they can contribute to modern science. Moreover, a government's help is effective in hindering languages from disappearing. Languages are not only ways to communicate with other people but also the windows of awareness to understand the world.

Comments:

(There is no comma before “because.”

(Nice last sentence.  The final sentence is the best place to include an especially insightful concluding point.



	General Comments

	The main problem with this essay is that you do not bring up (1) contrary positions, reasons, and examples and (2) chief weaknesses in your position.  There is no “correct” viewpoint in a GRE Issue essay; you can strongly disagree, strongly agree, qualify the statement, and so on.  However, one thing you must always do is to do this and then challenge these opposing viewpoints in some way.  In other words, you must not only support your position but also refute others.  You should have addressed how a government who tries to preserve lesser-known languages is taking up resources that could be used for more urgent, practical matters, such as malnutrition, education, preventing diseases (e.g., AIDS in Africa), homelessness, etc.  You could have also address how modern communications and traveling technologies, such as the Internet, have made the existence of a universal language very important in today’s economy.  Another opposing point you could have discussed is how distinct regional create prejudice and distrust between different groups of people and often lead to war and strife.  

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities  of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis  of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue  and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.

Position:

· presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· develops the position on the issue with relevant reasons and/or examples 

Organization:

· is adequately focused and organized 

Expression:

· has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity

Written English:

· generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written  English but may have some errors 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


