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	Topic

	#116. People learn in different ways. Some people learn by doing things. Other people learn by reading things; Others learn by listening to people talk about things. Which of these methods of learning is best for you? Use specific examples to support your choice.

	Essay

	      Everyone has unique methods for learning.. Some people find that they retain the most information by doing things, while others prefer indirect methods like reading or listening. For me, doing things to learn is the best way. This is because knowledge through firsthand experience allows me to retain information longer, and I acquire knowledge in a more enjoyable fashion this way.
Comments:

(”Attitudes” is not the best word because it connotes feelings.  “Methods,” “ways,” or something like that is better.

(”Argue” is not the best word because people are not arguing which method is better; they merely have predispositions to learning a certain way.

(To get the highest score, you need a good vocabulary.  Try not to use the same word over and over again (unless you ned to, of course).  For example, instead of “learning by doing,” you can say, “hands-on learning.”  Nice job on writing, “knowledge through firsthand experience.”

(Again, good intro that stated clear thesis and gave overview of body.

      Above all, as doing things is an active way, it gives rise to the ability to maintain knowledge longer. For example, if someone wants to learn to drive a car well, he or she should do so  on real roads and in real traffic, not through computer-simulated practice.. In the same way, although there are a great number of recipes, it is not useful to merely read recipes or watch cooking channels to learn how to make delicious meals.  Becoming an excellent cook requires actual  cutting, measuring, mixing, and baking in the kitchen. Also, when I was an elementary school student, I used to  play several musical instruments, including a violin and  flute. At first, a music teacher taught us how to play these instruments  by lecturing to use and assigning books to read. However most of the students, including me, did not understand how to play the instruments. After a while, we had the  opportunity to play real instruments  with our hands and finally learned how to make music. [Though I cannot experience everything to learn, through virtual experience, I can comprehend the subject thoroughly.]? That is why I believe doing things is more crucial for learning than indirect ways such as reading or listening.
Comments:

(Good topic sentence.

(Good examples.  You should try to squeeze in more vocabulary whenever you get a chance.  For example, instead of saying “practice cooking” again, you can say, “actual cutting, measuring, mixing, and baking in a kitchen."

      Furthermore, I am able to broaden my knowledge with maximum enjoymentably by way of direct experience. According to a scientific report, students tend to concentrate the most on their work when actively participating in academic subjects. For instance, when I took a chemistry class in high school, a teacher taught us the traits of alkali metals. He patiently explained their features on the blackboard: alkali metals are soft enough to be cut easily with a knife, are shiny when cut, but immediately tarnish in air. All of us did not fully appreciate what the teacher was telling us because we had not seen such metals in reality. Fortunately, I was a member of the chemistry club and after the boring class, had a chance to do an experiment with the metals. I drew lithium (Li), sodium (Na), and potassium (K) into wire, and saw firsthand  how quickly their shine vanished. I was entirely engrossed  with that chemistry experiment, and since then have not forgotten the features. Although reading and listening are effective ways in gaining knowledge quickly, there are drawbacks to forget it easily as well as learning that boringly.
Comments:

(Do not spend too much time discussing one reason or example, even if you think it is the most compelling.  Briefly give details and move on.  You get a high score for having a well-balanced essay with a variety of examples.  Here, you discussed the alkali metals example too much.

(In the last sentence, it is good you are bringing up opposing viewpoints and trying to refute them because this gets you the highest score.  However, this sentence does not fit well in the essay.  A better place would have been a separate paragraph immediately after the introduction.
      In conclusion, all ways of learning have their advantages and disadvantages. Listening and reading can make people gain knowledge quickly and [learn what people are readily unable to do]?. However, I prefer doing things to listening or reading in spite of their merits. Doing things also has its merits, including retaining knowledge longer and learning actively. This is mainly because vicarious experience can discourage me from grasping points completely, and it got me bores. Thus, given the choice, I would definitely choose to learn by doing things.       
Comments:

(You should always have a complete conclusion.  The purpose is to briefly summarize the main points.  Otherwise, you leave a bad impression to the reader that you did not finish the essay.  You will be short of time, so do not spend a lot of time on the conclusion.  2-3 sentences are more than enough. 

(To get the highest score, you should acknowledge and then refute the opposing viewpoints.  You did a nice job doing this briefly in the last paragraph.  However, a better location for refuting often is the first body paragraph.



	General Comments

	Nice job overall.  Your essay is sophisticated in that it attempts to acknowledge and refute opposing arguments.  However, you should do this in a better location (e.g., not just the last sentence of the last body paragraph and in the conclusion, but in the first body paragraph as a separate paragraph).  Also, you should very briefly give an overview of this refuting in the introduction.

word count: 497 (You should try to practice under timed conditions.)

addresses the task: 5

· may address some parts of the task more effectively than others 

structure: 4

· is adequately organized and developed 

detail: 4.5

· uses details to support a thesis or illustrate an idea 

language facility: 4.5

· demonstrates adequate but possibly inconsistent facility with syntax  and usage 

· a noticeably inappropriate choice of words or word forms 

· serious and frequent errors in sentence structure or usage 
variety, word choice: 4.5

· demonstrates some syntactic variety and range of vocabulary 

For your convenience, we have not highlighted the corrections and other changes we made.  To view them, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html

	

	

	


