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	Topic

	Argument 27

The following appeared in a popular health and fitness magazine.

“A ten-year study of a group of 552 men from Elysia showed that long-term consumption of caffeinated black tea was associated with a much lower risk of stroke. Of these men, those who drank more than three cups of black tea a day had a 70 percent lower risk of stroke than those who drank no tea. These results suggest that health-conscious people should consume at least three cups of black tea a day, beginning early in life.”

	Essay

	The author claims that long-term consumption of at least three cups of black tea every day is good for health, especially for lowering the risk of stroke. [you really don’t need to repeat this. This doesn’t say much] However, in several respects, this evidence provides little credible support for the argument

Comments:

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

In a GRE Writing exam, try not to copy the statement.  You need to show the reader that you are an independent thinker. 

In a brief introductory paragraph (about 2-3 sentences), you should accomplish three things.  First, give a clear position on the issue (agree, disagree, or qualify the statement).  Second, show that you understand the complexities of the issue.  Third, foreshadow what is to come in the body of the essay.  Your thesis is difficult to understand; it must be clear.  Try writing shorter sentences if you find yourself unable to express your thoughts clearly.
Briefly state the reasons.  I suggest two reasons. This way, it is relatively easier to build a strong structure around each of the reasons.

First, there is no clear evidence that tea consumption holds significant correlation with lowering of stroke. Subjects who drank the black tea may have other eating habits. 
[this is separate point, but pretty weak one. I would take it out.] Moreover, the question is whether they drank tea alone or accompanied with other food such as cookies and fruits. 
[separate point, but also weak] Furthermore, there may be other variables that could have affected the outcome. For instance, the age of the subjects may make a difference. The subjects who did not take the black tea may be older than the others, since stroke is common in older people. 
[separate paragraph] Without clear answers for the above mentioned, the author cannot convince me that a black tea is effective on stroke.

Comments:

The first sentence should not repeat related statement in order for you to make the claim that you did.  (Please see above) 

Good argument
Even if ….[this is good because it is opposing by affirming first, but this argument is not convincing.  You need to come up with something else] 
Comments:

I think that this argument is essentially the same as what you claim on the previous paragraph. Thus, I suggest either joining this with the former paragraph or deleting it altogether.

 [not relevant]
Comments:

This argument does not fit with your thesis.  You should focus on the thesis alone.  This brings up a completely new topic. That is, you are talking about the side effects, which really is not relevant to your argument.  Delete it. 

Last, even if the author resolves the above mentioned questions, it is also possible that the effect to lower risk of stroke may result not from black tea but from other factors such as the level of diligence of the people and so forth. Such living habit will be beneficial to health. [this paragraph is some what similar to paragraph that starts with “Furthermore, there may be other variables that could have affected the outcome.] Delete this one or integrate both.
Comments:

Hm… this is interesting point. So you are saying that the habits or natural disposition of people may be different to begin with.  Good point. 

In conclusion, the argument is not backed up effectively. To strengthen it, the author should have provided information about the eating habit and age of people from Elysia to cite one. 
-------------------------- [here, you need to have the summary of your arguments in the body]
Comments:

Hm… this is an interesting way to end it, but you should also include the summary of your arguments in the body.   



	General Comments

	This writing is good overall, but there are some supporting “claims” that do not fit with the thesis. 

Also, another main problem with this essay is that you do not acknowledge and refute the main opposing points.  
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· is weak in the use of relevant reasons 

Organization:

· is poorly focused and/or poorly organized because of the development
Expression:

· has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity 

Written English:

· contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar,  usage, or mechanics that can interfere with meaning 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


