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	Topic

	Issue : It is often necessary, even desirable, for political leaders to withhold information from the public.

	Essay

	Whether political leaders should withhold information from the public or not depends on the nature of the information withheld.  Political leaders often keep information from the public if they judge that it is better for the public not to be informed, especially if  the information can disturb  the public peace However, withholding information can often lead to a fatal result with irrevocable consequences. Thus, I fundamentally disagree with the speaker that withholding the information may be necessary or even desirable at some times for the political leaders’ own sake but, it is often not needed nor desirable from public’s perspective. 
Comments:

Good.  However, starting your essay by saying “the Issue is a crucial matter” is a bit awkward.  Were you trying to say “The consequence can be crucial, for the political leaders to withhold information from the public.”? In Introductory paragraph of Issue essay, you want to accomplish following three, 1) demonstrate that you understand the complexities/implications of the Issue, 2) Clearly state your perspective, 3) Anticipate the ideas you intend to present in your essay. 

You accomplished item 1) however, need to articulate more to achieve 2) & 3).
To begin with, when a political leader keeps important information from the public for personal purpose, the consequence can lead to an abuse of the political power over the public. The historical incidents prove us especially when many countries changed their political system from monocracy to democracy . For example, after the civil war in Korea, the president of Korea at that period withheld the important information concerning North Korea and massacre of revolting students that took place while he was grasping the political power for the purpose of not only maintaining the economic growth but also to maintain his own power as the president. After his presidency term  ended, Koreans suffered economically and politically because of many crucial facts he kept from the public and once the facts were exposed, it caused enormous confusions in many fields. Although political leaders  withhold information from the public for the moment in attempt to keep the public in peace, after a while, the information eventually becomes exposed to the public.   It leads to an even more confusion, as people  realize that their political leasers have lied to them. Also, because detaining information , which  the public is not aware of, can create a certain form of power, the political leaders can abuse the power  for his personal purpose. 

Comments:

Good point. You pointed out that it may be desirable for political leaders to withhold information for their own sake.
 Secondly, depending on the type of information, which  the leaders withheld,  it can cause more devastating results than mere moral confusions. For example, if the leader kept some information concerning certain contamination in food imports  because he was worried about the public’s hostile reaction toward the exporting country, proper measure would not be placed to alert the public from consuming the product and it would result to sick or even dying people. Few years ago, the department of health in Korea did not disclose the fact that much more pesticides than allowable level were used on imported vegetables from China . However, the administration did not alert the public because they were not completely sure about the possibility of contamination and its effect on human, and a false alert would influence the relationship between the two countries. Later, the imported vegetables proved to be harmful and Koreans were frustrated by the fact that the government kept such fact in secret. Luckily, the incident did not lead to serious consequences but  such demeanor of the government undermines the democratic society .
Comments:

Good.  You pointed out that it may seem necessary for the political leaders to withhold information but, it can lead to more damaging result to the public.
Political leaders are also human beings and acting upon their own judgment, they may not always serve the interests of  public and let go of their personal interests. Also, as seen above, withholding information may lead to harmful consequences to the public, therefore it is crucial that political leaders share the information with the public.

Comments:

Good. You recapitulated your points in body paragraphs.  


	General Comments

	Good essay overall.  However, you can strengthen your essay if you point out the apparent arguments on the opposing side.  Acknowledge the opposing side argument and rebut or admit to a certain extent and explain why.  Here, in this essay, you did not acknowledge or rebut the counter argument.  The apparent counter argument may be that it may be necessary and desirable for political leaders to withhold certain information such as war strategy, national security secrets, etc.  , where withholding the information may protect and serve the interests of public.  How would you rebut this argument?
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 

Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^

In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· Presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· Good use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· Well focused/organized 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


