	[image: image1.png]



	editor:
	Stephanie Kim
	score:
	4

	Topic

	Issue : "Competition is ultimately more beneficial than detrimental to society."



	Essay

	 The competition plays a core impetus -in leading the society to better state.  Though excessive competition may cause social, economic and cultural problems, I agree with the author that sound competition is beneficiary to society. 

Comments:

Good. In Introductory paragraph of Issue essay, you want to accomplish following three, 1) demonstrate that you understand the complexities/implications of the Issue, 2) Clearly state your perspective, 3) Anticipate the ideas you intend to present in your essay. You fairly accomplished these tasks.  I expect to see in your body paragraphs- examples of social, economic and cultural problems caused by excess competition and your reasoning that adequate competition is beneficiary to society.
In individual aspect, the competition plays a great role to society.  The competition between individuals cultivates the competency of a nation.  In Korea, educational competition is preeminently fierce and many Koreans endeavor to attain better education for the prospect of  better living.  Although there are temporal economic opportunity cost of many students  spending much time to study and not contributing to the society,  the driving force of Korea is based on the education.  The economic thrust of Korea is not abundant natural resources  but quality of manpower.  Such competition of manpower can also be found at China.  The myriad of competing people among China is the most powerful impetus in developing its economy.  Thus, although the competition can cause some problems, vigorous competition between individuals  is undeniably a driving force for a  nation to progress.  

Comments:

Good point. However, you can strengthen your argument if you point out the possible problems caused by the excess competition but those problems are minor or insignificant, compared to the merit that fair competition brings.
In business aspect, competition is most important factor in managing a company.  Samsung and LG, which are the most influential companies in Korea, are famous for their competency in manpower.  Though they also have various advantages, such as well-developed infrastructure, good network system, etc, to lead their field of business, the main element is the manpower created through the competition among their employees.  Prudent, sagacious and most of all, competent constituents make good decisions in managing the companies and they create greater profit.  In sum, competence of a company is provided by the competent human resource and the competition is one of the most important factors in managing a company.  
Comments:

You started your paragraph to show the business aspect but ended up arguing the same point as your 2nd paragraph – essentially, the individual competitions.  You can strengthen your argument if you point out the damages that excess competition induce but, rebut it with the discussion that the healthy competition between the businesses are beneficial to the society.
Lastly, in social aspect, the superiority of competition is already proved through the Cold War.  Though a few communist countries, such as North Korea or China, remain, the democracy and capitalism achieved victorious place over the communism.  In the beginning of communism, the socialists consistently asserted the foreseeable breakdown of capitalism due to the gap between the rich and the poor, which would cause the proletariat revolution.  However, (same sentence is repeated in the bottom) (not a true statement – i.e. among others, dictatorship exists, which is not democracy).  The communism emphasizes on the systematic management of society by the leadership, thus the competition is surely ignored.  The communist countries were unable to   encourage economic development through competition, thus, the communism collapsed due to its own limitation.  However, democracy emphasizes on and gives the equity of opportunity and the people try  to avail this opportunity, whichled the democratic society to be the last winner of ideological conflict.  

Comments:

I believe what you wanted to compare was communism vs. capitalism (rather than democracy). Also, does communism emphasize on the systematic management of society? Their philosophy is to deny the private ownership of property and enforce the common ownership to eliminate the gap between the rich and poor.  
In sum, while the excessive competition may cause some social problems, without competition, our society may not enjoy the same evolution of improvements.  As mentioned above, competitions lead individual and social progresses.  Competitions among individuals  enforce the individual to be capable and also induce the competence of the company constituting of the individuals .  Moreover,  though a few communist countries remain, the democracy, which permits the competition, remains standing.
Comments:

Good. You recapitulated your points in body paragraphs. However, it feels, as you did not complete the paragraph.  Try to end the paragraph with a sentence which sums up your position.  


	General Comments

	Good essay overall. However, as mentioned above, you can strengthen your argument if you acknowledge the apparent point of the opposing side and rebut.  In this case, you would admit that your side has certain problems but, argue that your side has greater merit. Also, if you indicate in your Intro that there are social, cultural, economic problems, the reader expect you to show examples on these.  Therefore, if you are going to argue on individual, company, society level, state so in your Intro for sake of consistency.

Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 
In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· Presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· Good use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· Well focused/organized 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


