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	Topic

	Issue #93: The concept of 'individual responsibility' is a necessary fiction. Although societies must hold individuals accountable for their own actions, people's behavior is largely determined by forces not of their own making.


	Essay

	I agree with the author's claim that the concept of 'individual responsibility' is a necessary fiction to some degree. "Responsibility" is classified into individual responsibility and social responsibility. A society consists of  many relationships of people and thus, people are influenced by a structure of society whether they recognize it or not. Therefore, in my mind, no one can be held 'fully' responsible for his or her behavior without the consideration of social responsibility, because people's behaviors mirror their society.
Comments:

Good. However your argument point is a bit unclear.  The Issue is forces other than their own largely determine people’s behaviors. You seem to be arguing that people’s behaviors reflect the society and therefore, society is responsible for their behaviors.  That’s slightly different. Do you see the point? It’s important that you stick with the Issue at hand.   

  The primary reason why I agree with the author is that people's behaviors are mirrors of their society as previously stated. For example, college students' luxury brand conscious  behaviors are a grave concern facing Korea today. These students are generally from middle or lower class families but they committee illegal conducts, including rather serious crimes such as prostitution, robbery and murder in order to buy luxury brand clothes and accessories or spend for pleasure. . Though each individual shall be liable for their unlawful behaviors, it is necessary  to scrutinize  the fundamental cause of these phenomena in Korea. These students are largely influenced by the money driven social environment  of Korea that man, who drives an imported car, is wearing  luxury clothes, and spends much money, receives a respect. So, these serious crimes are committed because they long for same respect from others or  they delude themselves as  rich men. Thus, we must consider the root causes in our societal environment before condemning  them.
Comments:

Good point.  However, too much of unnecessary details on your example.  Again, your example demonstrates that there are social responsibility in addition to individual responsibilities.  The Issue actually focuses on the forces that determine individual’s behavior.  It’s slightly different.
Another reason is that social circumstances  or sentiments largely influence individual’s behavior. For example, for single mothers,  social facilities such as  nursery schools, welfare facilities, vocational education and many other things are in shortage. Further, the disdained  eyes drive unmarried mothers to the bottom of the social scale. In these realities, they are forced to decide on an extreme measure; give up the baby for an adoption or have an abortion . However, they are afraid of social discriminative treatment, and so they make extreme choices.. Is it reasonable that we judge a person's behavior only in terms of individual responsibility?
Comments:

Good.  However, you need to refine your example to be more clear and concise.  You do not want the readers to be questioning whether you understood the Issue at hand.  Also, please note that it is not recommended to finish the paragraph with a question. Further, your question puts you slightly off the Issue again? Again, the Issue is not about individual responsibility vs. social responsibility.   
In conclusion, all of our behaviors are eventually determined by our ideas, and thus we can't stand clear of individual responsibility. However, the causes of their behaviors are largely influenced by social circumstances or sentiments and we can't attribute all  responsibilities on individual only. Therefore, we shall make every efforts to improve social systems with communal responsibilities before condemning the individual for any wrong behaviors and results.
Comments:

Good. You recapitulated your points in body paragraphs.


	General Comments

	To strengthen your essay, try not to give too much of unnecessary details on your examples.  Too much detail makes the essay seem as it is losing the point.   Be clear and concise.  

It is essential that you stick to the Issue at hand.  You are free to develop your position and argue; however, be careful in how you interpret the Issue.  Issue here is although the society must hold individual accountable for their actions, since the individual’s behaviors are largely determined by the forces other than their own, the ‘individual responsibility’ is a necessary fiction (an imaginative creation).

Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 
In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· Presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· Good use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· Well focused/organized 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


