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	Topic

	Argument #208: The following appeared in a memorandum from the president of Hyper-Go Toy Company.

“Last year, sales of our Fierce Fighter toy airplane declined sharply, even though the toy had been a top seller for three years. Our customer surveys show that parents are now more worried about youthful violence and are concerned about better education for their children. Therefore, to maintain profits we should discontinue all our action toys and focus exclusively on a new line of educational toys. Several other toy companies have already begun marketing educational toys and report sales increases last year of 200 percent. And since the average family income is growing, sales of new Hyper-Go toys should also increase.”


	Essay

	The president of Hyper-Go Toy Company (HGT) concludes that the HGT should discontinue all their action toys and focus exclusively on a new line of educational toys. The argument is not logically convincing because it bases on questionable assumptions.  
Comments:

Good.  However, to strengthen your Argument essay, try to expand your Intro & state the evidences or reasoning the argument is using to support its conclusion (to demonstrate that you have analyzed the argument properly and identified the elements of the argument)
First, the argument assumes that HGT is similar to several other toy companies, which have already begun marketing educational toys. But it is a weak analogy. Maybe HGT differs from several other companies in some ways, such as the ages of consumers, target market, and kinds of toys. Without accounting for such differences, any assumption that  HGT will have similar results asseveral other companies is premature, and any conclusion based on that analogy is unjustified.

Comments:

Good. One suggestion.  In organizing your argument essay, try to follow the orders of evidences presented in the argument in your body paragraphs.  It makes it easier for the reader to follow your line of reasoning.
Next, the author assumes that increase in the average family income indicates the potential profit increase for the company. However, the increase in the average family income does not necessarily indicate the profit increase for the company. Perhaps with extra income, the parents might be inclined to buy more expensive toys than HGT’s line of toys. Without a complete average family income-sales analysis, it cannot justify that the company would earn a substantial profit.

Comments:

Good.
Moreover, the author assumes the decline in sales of Fierce Fighter toy airplane is due to parental concerns over youthful violence. It is an unwarranted assumption.  The decline might be due to other causes. It is possible that the trend changed, or Fierce Fighter toy airplane became a banal toy. If so, the author’s conclusion is not convincing.    

Comments:

Good. However, this flaw is not based on the time-shift assumption. It’s a flaw in confused cause-effect relationship.  There may be other possibilities in why airplane toy sales declined, other than parental concern over youthful violence.
Lastly, the author assumes that the sample of respondents in survey is reliable, and their concerns determine their purchasing behaviors.However, it is possible that sons and daughters of the respondents might not be in the target age group of HGT’s toys and that  respondents might not influence the sales of HGT company. Or perhaps the concerns of respondents might not determine their purchasing behavior. The author fails to assure us that the cited survey results are sound.
Comments:

Good. It is true that their concern may not determine their purchasing behavior. However, you missed to mention the problem of unrepresentative survey - assuming their customer survey represent the entire toy-buying parents population. By the way, it is their customer survey, which means their children bought HGT toy. Therefore, suggesting that the respondents may not have toy-buying children is actually wrong.
In conclusion, this argument is not logically convincing, and needs much more evidences to be persuasive. The author needs to show a better correlation between increasing of the average family income and the sales impact, along with other information to bolster the argument. .  
Comments:

Good. Next time, try to list up the further information you need to better assess the argument.
  

	General Comments

	Good essay overall. Sound reasoning. However, there are more flaws in this argument. 

1) Because sales of FF declined, it does not mean that entire line of action toys must be closed

2) The sales increase of several other companies may not be due to the educational toys
Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 
In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· Presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· Good use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· Well focused/organized 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


