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	Topic

	"Conformity almost always leads to a deadening of individual creativity and energy."

	Essay

	 The speaker asserts that conformity has a bad effect on individual creativity and energy. While I concede that conformity leads to a deadening of individual creativity and energy, I also note that it does  not always  weaken an  individual’s creativity and energy. Like a double-edged sword, conformity can also be helpful for individual creativity and energy.
Comments: Remember that the speaker asserts that conformity “almost always” not “always” leads to a deadening of  individual creativity and energy.
With respect to creativity, conformity may obstruct development in our lives. . By being under unfavorable circumstances, people tend to make an effort to solve  problems. If people are all satisfied with  their life, it is very difficult for us to make many developments like  modern society has  done.  People who are not satisfied are more motivated to be creative.. Without them, we may not have many inventions like the ‘ZIPPER’, ‘BALL-POINT PEN’ and so on. 
Comments:  The intent of this paragraph is unclear. What is the relationship between dissatisfaction and conformity? You need to make this explicit. Simply being unhappy does not necessarily mean you are conforming.  And conformity does not always lead to dissatisfaction. Also, I think you need better examples than pens and zippers—there are many other things that have made more significant contributions to society.
With respect to energy, conformity tends to make office workers  nerveless. After entering a company, they are trained endlessly of the office system from a bureaucratic mind. Under the bureaucracy, office workers who adapt to their offices have a very passive mind. They do only the work they have to do. And they do not even attempt to reform  problems of their companies or offices. Due to their passive characters, they become less energetic in  their work. They do  nothing but follow the principle of ‘safety first’. If the situation is lasting after all, their companies will be depressed. 
Comments: The fifth sentence is a flimsy generalization—who is the “they” you are referring to?  In the sixth sentence what do you mean by “safety first”? The last sentence is illogical—what is “the situation” you are referring to?
Nevertheless, conformity is very important to us in education. . For example, if we study  music, sports or paintings, we should know about basic skills or knowledge. . The basic skills or knowledge we should accept for acquisition more advanced learning are the step for conformity of studies [unclear]. After a mastering of its basic knowledge [basic knowledge of what?], we can develop and study more creatively . We can define this process ‘Conformity and Creativity ’. Through this process, moreover, we will also have more energy  to study. . 
Comments: The third sentence is illogical—do mean that everyone needs the same basic information before they can continue more advanced studies? Also how does mastering basic knowledge inspire creativity?  And how does the process lead to having more energy? Some specific examples would be helpful here. Other than education are there other areas in life where conformity has a positive impact?
To sum up, conformity certainly has negative effects on  creative invention for our convenience, office worker’s efficiency for more profit[unclear]. On the other hand, conformity is an essential aspect of the learning process. . So we need more sense to use ‘conformity’ not laziness but bases for our creative and energetic benefits [unclear].
Comments:  In the first sentence “creative invention for our convenience” is illogical—do you mean that creative invention leads to convenience?   Also in the first sentence “office workers’ efficiency for more profit” is illogical—do you mean that conformity leads to greater worker efficiency and therefore more profit? The last sentence is illogical as well—do you mean that conformity is useful  in certain aspects of life and education as long as it does not lead to laziness?


	General Comments

	  General Comments—Your overall premise works but it is not clearly or logically expressed yet. You need to work on your wording and try to simplify your sentences. The second paragraph is unclear and does not add to your argument. You need to be careful about making generalization as well, especially in the third paragraph when you refer to “they”. I think you could use some specific examples as well to develop your argument. 
Good luck,

Andrew
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.

Position:

- presents a clear position on the issue that needs to be detailed out more 

Development:

- relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

- is poorly focused and/or poorly organized in terms of following through with the core elements 

Expression:

- Use of words that can be replaced for simpler words that carry on same effect 

Written English:

- contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar,  usage, or mechanics 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


