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	Topic

	 #170. "The surest indicator of a great nation is not the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists, but the general welfare of all its people."

	Essay

	 The speaker argued that we can differentiate great nations from other nations by examining the general welfare of all its people rather than the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists. At first glance, the speaker's assertion seems  to be plausible. However, the speaker’s assertion  is severely  flawed, considering the facts that the latter usually contribute to the former and only one indicator cannot  discern the merits of a great nation.
Comments:  You don’t need the second sentence of intro; the idea is already implied by your refutation in the third sentence.  
   First and foremost, the indicator of a great nation must be related to the general welfare of all its people. . To further this discussion, we must know the definition of a great nation. However, it is hard to define it because, to some extent, the definition depends on the subjective judgment and has abstract meaning. Therefore, lowering the level of analysis, let me look at the nations many people called great: Roman Empire , Middle Age China, 17th Century  France, 19th Century  Great Britain  and contemporary America. Although there, of course, are numerous great nations, nobody can deny the greatness of the countries. These states have a higher level of welfare than others. On the contrary, the Soviet Union could not be called great because superior as it was in military strength and the sciences  , these achievement were  made at the expense of people's welfare. For this reason, it might be not far-fetched to say that the surest indicator is the general welfare of its people. 
Comments: The second half of the first sentence is illogical.  As it stands this paragraph does not really add much to the development of your thesis. Perhaps you could have begun with a discussion of your own definition of what makes a county great and what constitutes general welfare.  Also, you need to define what you mean by “higher welfare than others.”   
   However, the speaker's assertion has severe flaws in that the national welfare cannot be separated from the achievements of its rules, artists and  scientists and a single  indicator is not sufficient to indicate a great nation. For one, to improve  the welfare of people requires a great deal of effort and achievement on the part of its rulers, artists, and  scientists. Rulers must stabilize the political regime, facilitate  economic development and protect people's security from internal and external threats. So-called great statesmen like Franklin Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, and Bismark fulfilled their  duties as leaders, leading to the enhancement of general welfare. Likewise, the artists' role is essential to the development of a great nation : inspiring its people, instilling aesthetic ability and imbuing the culture they enjoy with the artistic sense.  In this way artists and their creations are linked to the quality of  life of a nation. Lastly,   scientists’ inventions, in general, help people live a clean, healthy and safe life and facilitate technological progress, all of which contribute to a high standard of welfare. .
Comments:   This paragraph is better. You start to develop your thesis and say specifically about how you cannot separate artists, rulers and scientists from the development of a great nation. Perhaps you could give a concrete example or two to back up your assertions.  Such as how an invention has contributed to the welfare of a specific society.
   Even more importantly, it is impossible to designate a great nation by only  one indicator, considering that there are many prerequisites to a great nation. Let me show what international politics, in general, uses  to define a  powerful nation: economical development, political stability, level of democracy, technological advancement, cultural diversity and maturity, military strength and the level of education of its citizenry. Although, of course, some people might put more importance on other values including spiritual ones, these  indicators are often used to differentiate great nations in history. . All these factors played a part in making great nations, but none of them was the single most important. To illustrate, Japan is not recognized as great because cultural diversity and military weakness, China because of lack of democracy and political stability.
Comments: The first sentence is illogical. “it is impossible to designate a great nation as one indicator”  does not make sense. Do you mean that a great nation cannot be defined by one indicator?  Is there a difference between a “powerful” nation and a “great” one? The last two sentences of the paragraph are unclear. “… but none of them was the single most important”—here it is unclear whether you are talking about the countries or the factors. “Japan is not recognized as great because cultural diversity” -- don’t you mean because of lack of diversity? Are you saying that because a country is deficient in one or two areas it cannot be considered great?   Many people do consider Japan great, even though it is not a superpower.  Also, it is better to avoid personal pronouns such as the “me” in the second sentence.
   In sum, it is right that the level of welfare is one  indicator of a great nation. However, the achievements of politicians, artists and scientists are closely connected to the general welfare of people. More importantly, we must examine many aspects of a nation, like culture, politics, technology and military strength, to call it great.
Comments: You need to make the link in your conclusion between the contributions of artists, politicians and scientists to the strength of a nation’s cultural, political, technological and military strength.


	General Comments

	  General Comments: There are some good ideas here but you need to get to your argument faster. These are short essays and you don’t have time to ruminate.  You  need to make the second paragraph relevant to your argument. It is only till we get to the third paragraph that your argument begins to come through. Also, you don’t have any concrete examples of scientific or artistic or political contributions that would illuminate your ideas. 
Good luck,

Andrew
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.

Position:

- presents a clear position on the issue that needs to be detailed out more 

Development:

- relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

- is poorly focused and/or poorly organized in terms of following through with the core elements 

Expression:

- Use of words that can be replaced for simpler words that carry on same effect 

Written English:

- contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar,  usage, or mechanics 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


