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	Topic

	Issue 187. State the topic!

	Essay

	     The speaker says that while it is difficult to accept the way to put new ideas into practice, it is easy to accept innovation and new ideas. Admittedly, I agree with the assertion about practicing new ideas. However, accepting new ideas is also not easy Both of these difficulties can be identified in the areas of socio-politics and knowledge. (Note: Your original words were unclear and not appropriate as a thesis statement. Make sure that your thesis sentence captures your overall content.)
     First of all, with respect to social and political issues, it is difficult for people to accept new ideas because they have various viewpoints. When they are introduced to an innovative idea, some of them might welcome it, but others might not. History reveals numerous examples of this. For example, Korea has had a family-head system as a family system for hundreds of years. In recent times, women's organizations and progressive social groups have asked for abolition of this system because it is based on gender inequality. However, on the other side, there were people who insisted on the maintenance of the system, all by the name of tradition. The conflict between the two groups has been continuing for about 10 years. Nevertheless, people still have not arrived at a clear consensus. As this example shows, accepting new ideas is not easy in certain social situations.

     In addition, it is also not easy to accept the way to practice certain socio-political ideas. Even if members of a society came to agreement about the principle of equality, for instance, there could be another dispute about how equality can be realized in their society in the realm of legislation or regulations. When it comes to the issue mentioned above, while some radical feminists would require the total abolition the family system, others would call for slight change of the system to the extent necessary to keep the principle of equality. As this case suggests, when determining the way of practicing new ideas, a society and its members will confront many difficulties.

     The field of knowledge also illustrates the difficulty of accepting new ideas. An innovative ideas is often not welcomed easily by the established academic world and the wider society. Even if a new theory is convincing and well-substantiated, there are many times when conservative scholars would refuse to accept it. The heliocentric theory is an apt example of these reactions to a new idea. Although it was demonstrated with solid scientific evidence, the religious authorities did not want to accept the idea that the sun, not the earth, was the center of the universe because it seemed to challenge the prevailing order and threatened their traditional belief in God. 

     Furthermore, even when new ideas are accepted and recognized as significant, another difficulty about determining how to put them into practice may await them. This difficulty comes from the different perspectives on the world and nature. An example of a recent dispute about the implementation of an innovative scientific knowledge is the human genome project. To many people, this project seems considerably useful and helpful to cure diseases. But, on the contrary, some people are concerned about the misuse of the knowledge of human genes, about the potential degrading of nature and human dignity. As this case reveals, the way to practice new ideas, even in the area of objective knowledge, is not accepted easily by people.

     In sum, the speaker justifiably points out that it is difficult to put new ideas into practice, but overlooks the difficulty of accepting new ideas. Because most people in a society have different points of view and have lived on different value systems, they feel difficulty in accepting challenging ideas -- especially in the areas of socio-political issues and even objective knowledge.
Editor’s Comments

This is a very good essay, with appropriate ideas and substantial development. 

The only major issue is at the paragraph level, where your discussion is not carried out very smoothly. This is both a conceptual matter and a grammatical matter. Review all the changes I’ve made to understand WHY they were made. With significant improvement at this level, I think you can get a 5.5 on the GRE Issue exam, assuming you can come up with these kinds of great ideas on test day.
Position:

Very good thesis and clear distinction of areas of agreement and disagreement. 

The only thing is, you try to go into the CAUSE of the twin difficulties (accepting new ideas & accepting the way new ideas are practiced), but this may have been overreaching.

You also are not consistent in your treatment of the CAUSE of the difficulty. In your second paragraph, you mention that it’s difficult for people to ACCEPT new ideas in socio-politics because they have “various viewpoints,” and then you don’t discuss this in the fourth paragraph, on the difficulty of ACCEPTING certain knowledge claims. Instead, you bring this CAUSAL issue up in the fifth paragraph, on the difficulty of accepting how a new idea is PRACTICED. (“This difficulty comes from the different perspectives on the world and nature.”) It would have been better to put this CAUSAL matter, which is not a central issue in this GRE topic, in the final paragraph.
Ergo: Sometimes doing less is doing more!!! Clarity is more important than the sheer amount of what you say.

DEVELOPMENT:

Good use of examples. Each of them is very convincing. Also, you bring enough substance into the debate, with four examples.

ORGAIZATION:

Very good organization, dividing your argument into four main points.

At the paragraph level, make sure that you only treat relevant ideas and don’t bring in extra issues -- even the ones that sound very sophisticated -- which are not germane to the topic.
LANGUAGE:

Needs improvement with diction. Be careful with words like “prove,” “substantiate,”  “would,” and “might.” Also, you need better grasp of transitional phrases that connect one sentence to the next -- e.g., “As this example shows….”

Sentences are grammatically fine, mostly.


	General Comments

	GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas logically.
ETS Grading Guideline

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for.

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!).

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Please go for short expressions whenever you can.  

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


