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	Topic

	# Issue_130. "How children are socialized today determines the destiny of society. Unfortunately, we have not yet learned how to raise children who can help bring about a better society." 

	Essay

	    The issue states that the destiny of a society depends on socialization of children but that we have not yet learned  how to teach children for a better society. While I concede that socialization of children influences the destiny of a society, I would argue  that there are various ways to indoctrinate children during their socialization, and that socialization does not always lead a better society. (This is a somewhat confusing thesis statement. It also doesn’t capture your arguments that follow. Most importantly, this is OFF FOCUS. Whether there are VARIOUS ways to socialize children is NOT the point of debate here. You don’t need to argue that. Also, whether socialization per se does not lead to a “better society,” as you argue, is NOT the point of debate here. The issue is about whether the PARTICULAR form of socialization that is observed in OUR TIME leads to a better society. The lesson to be learned here, for you, is that you must understand the SCOPE/FOCUS of the topic properly before going on to state your opinions. If you get the SCOPE/TOPIC wrong, there you are saying irrelevant stuff. And when you do that, you can’t get anything higher than a 3.5 on the GRE Writing exam. KEEP THIS POINT in mind, ALWAYS for the GRE!!!)
    Socialization, which affects the destiny of a society,  involves observance of laws, living in accord  with others, and indoctrination of social customs. Law is an implicit promise of the constituents of a society. Without observing the law, there will be turmoil instead of general order. Observing a law is the most important facet  of socialization. In addition, living in accord   with other people is (“Saying “also” is redundant when you’ve said “In addition.”)important. Without harmony in a society, the stability of a society will be threatened. Lastly, the indoctrination of social customs is an important part  of socialization. A society has a characteristic culture that is relevant to its identity.. Indoctrination of social customs in  socialization is important to identify and perpetuate a society. With these factors in place,, socialization obviously influences the destiny of a society. 
(If this paragraph focused on CHILDREN, then it would be more relevant. As it is, it is not quite relevant.)
    There are various ways to indoctrinate childrenduring socialization: formal education, home education, and media. (Make sure you that you bring your focus to CHILDREN, not to the general population.) The taget  of formal education is all constituents in a society. (Irrelevant idea) Through formal education, a society indoctrinates its ideals, customs, and laws. In addition, home education  plays an important role for socialization. From birth to entrance to elementary school, home education is almost the only education system for teaching manners and ethics. Media is also instrumental  for socialization of children. Media reflects the ideas of a society, such as customs and hot issues. Through the media, children  come to have interests in social customs and social issues, and then they are gradually socialized. 
(This paragraph is IRRELEVANT and could be DELETED.)
(Aside from their relative irrelevance, on an organizational level, the two paragraphs above could have been combined into a single paragraph because the distinction you draw between SOCIALIZATION in the second paragraph and INDCOTRINATION of socialization in the third paragraph is unclear and unconvincing.)

    However, like a double-edged sword, socialization has a harmful side. It can impede the development of individuality (??? There is a HUGE distinction between “individuality” and “individuals”) that promotes a  flourishing society. If socialization is excessively compelled, the vitalities of a society will be depressed. In addition, socialization  (FIX this chronic error) can hinder the development of criticism and skepticism. As shown in the ruin of Rome, a society should examine itself, find problems, and correct them, if it does not wish to succumb to self-annihilation. For this process, criticism and skepticism are necessary. Assimilation into the established thought system, which happensthrough socialization, can blunt the force of  criticism and skepticism.

(This is a good, relevant paragraph, but you should have focused it more on the CHILDREN!!!)

    The issue states that the destiny of a society depends on socialization of children  but that we have not yet learned how to teach children for a better society.This statement should not be accepted at face value. . While it is  true that socialization leads (??? Unclear whether socialization is the PROCESS itself or the CAUSE of the things that follow) to observance of laws, living in accord  with others, and adaptation to customs, it should also be noted that there are various ways to indoctrinate socialization, and that socialization also has a harmful side, such as degrading individuality, criticism, and skepticism.

체득 get by experience

양육하다 bring up, reare

조화 accord with, agreement with

동화 assimilate, adapt to 

전국민을 대상으로 한다.

예의, 범절 courtesy, politeness, manner, civility, 

사회에 활력을 불어넣다

저하시키다

정체, 지체 retard, impede, hinder, hamper, 

회고, 분석, introspect

사고체계 

무디게 하다

Editor’s Comments

The major problem with your essay is that over half of the content is off-focus. That is the reason for the low grade.

You also seemed to have an unclear idea of what socialization is actually, whether it’s a process or a cause of people’s gradual adjustment to society. Generally, socialization refers to the overall, lengthy process of such adjustment.

Position:

See my comments on the first paragraph about the importance of SCOPE/FOCUS.
Development:

Assuming that your thesis is proper, your development of your ideas is good. You provide substantial elaboration of your points and give some interesting examples.

Organization:

Your organization makes sense, except the first two body paragraphs seem to be too similar to warrant separate attention. 

Language:

Your language is good enough, though there are minor errors you make in grammar and diction. If your ideas/contents are significantly improved, I think you can get a 5 on the GRE Issue.


	General Comments

	GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas logically.

ETS Grading Guideline

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for.

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!).

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Please go for short expressions whenever you can.  

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


