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	Topic

	Argue 227

Topic: The following appeared as an editorial in a local newspaper
"In order to attract visitors to Central Plaza downtown and to return the plaza to its former glory, the city should prohibit skateboarding there and instead allow skateboarders to use an area in Monroe Park. At Central Plaza, skateboard users are about the only people one sees now, and litter and defaced property have made the plaza unattractive. In a recent survey of downtown merchants, the majority supported a prohibition on skateboarding in the plaza. Clearly, banning skateboarding in Central Plaza will make the area a place where people can congregate for fun or for relaxation."

	Essay

	In this argument, the speaker concludes (Use logically rigorous words. Review the basic principles of Arguments in Peterson’s GRE Writing textbook, if you are not clear on the logical distinction between a “conclusion” and a “suggestion.”) that skateboarding in Central Plaza should be banned. The speaker thinks that skateboarders make the Plaza less attractive, and that this can be a main cause  of  the Plaza’s decline. (You’ve misstated the author’s argument. He doesn’t say that skateboarders make the Plaza less attractive; the litter and defaced property does. Also, this comment is unnecessary in the introductory paragraph.) However, this argument does  not  lend proper support to the speaker's conclusion. . 

You need to review the basic principles of Arguments. Also, you need to have a better, simpler  format which you can always and automatically use for your first paragraph. Go back to your Peterson’s GRE Writing textbook for examples of such templates.
First of all, the speaker does not prove that the downfall of Central Plaza is mainly due to the skateboarder. (You should begin with the identification of assumptions in the author’s argument, and then proceed to critiquing or undermining the assumption. This is a very basic GRE Argument essay strategy, which you should be well-aware of already. If you don’t understand this, get Peterson’s textbook to review this foundational concept. You should have begun this paragraph with: “The author assumes that the decline of Central Plaza is due to skateboarders. However, this is not substantiated…..”) Litter and defaced property might be due to the merchant's misbehavior. (Not very relevant) Or other users might be making the Plaza less attractive. And there is a chance that those skateboarders are one of the main reasons for people to go to the Plaza, although the number of Plaza visitors  is very small now. If the town  bans skateboarding, it  might lose even those small number of Plaza users.  So, the speaker needs to show and prove that the actual reason for  the downfall of the Plaza is skateboarders -- and that banning of skateboard will bring positive effects to Plaza. (You should phrase the latter part in terms of SUFFICIENT/ INSUFFICIENT condition.)
Second, the speaker argues  (The word “suggests” does NOT belong in a GRE Argument essay, which should be LOGICALLY rigorous) that the skateboarders should be allowed to use Monroe Park instead of Central Plaza. However, the speaker does not show that Monroe Park is a good place to  skateboard. (Identify the logical assumptions and write in terms of assumptions!!!!) For the skateboarders, Monroe Park should be appropriate with respect to  distance, size, and facility. If these conditions are not proper , then those boarders may  (You MUST understand the distinction between “WILL” and “MIGHT” in GRE Argument essays to get a good score) complain to the town authorities. . (This is a quite irrelevant issue. You could have just said: “The skateboarders MIGHT cause a bigger problem at Monroe Park, even if we grant the assumption that they are causing problems at Central Plaza….”)
Third, the speaker cites the survey of downtown merchants, and assumes that this means that most   people do not like the existence of skateboarding in the Plaza. (Identify the logical assumptions and write in terms of assumptions!!!!) However, those merchants MIGHT not (You MUST understand the distinction between “WILL” and “MIGHT” in GRE Argument essays to get a good score represent all the users of the Plaza. They MIGHT dislike the skateboarders just because those boarders hinder their sales. If the survey is done among different groups of people who visit the Plaza, , the result can be different. 

In conclusion, the speaker fails to provide proper support to his conclusion. . To strengthen the argument, the speaker needs to give  more evidence  that the direct reason for  Plaza's downfall is skateboarding,  provide more appropriate data that shows overall visitors’  opinions, and  demonstrate that the alternative location is proper for the skateboarders.
Editor’s Comments

There are 3 major flaws in this Argument, and they are related to CAUSALITY, SURVEY, and SUFFICIENT/INSUFFICIENT CONDITION. You talked around the first two errors in logically imprecise language, and missed the third one. 

You need to be more RIGOROUS and CAREFUL in your WORD CHOICE in GRE Arguments. I highly recommend that you review Peterson’s GRE textbook. There are only about 20 KEY WORDS you should watch out for in GRE Argument essays, and they are easy to master.

	General Comments

	GRE Argument essays are scored about 80% based on content (proper identification and explanation of the logical flaws) and 20% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas logically.

ETS Grading Guideline (for Issue essays)
A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for.

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!).

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Please go for short expressions whenever you can.  

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


