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	Topic

	Argue_105. The following appeared in a health newsletter. 

"According to a recent study, people with many social ties report catching colds less often than do people with few social ties. Consequently, researchers conclude that having an active social life probably helps strengthen the immune system. The researchers note that catching a cold-one of a family of highly contagious viruses-gives the cold-sufferer temporary immunity to that virus in the future, but not to the many other related viruses. Merely being exposed to a new cold virus, however, is not enough for a person to catch a cold, since a strong immune system can successfully fight off some new viruses. Thus, in order to prevent catching a cold, people should strengthen their immune systems by becoming more active socially." 

Major Assumption 1: Strengthening the general immune system is a NECESSARY CONDITION for prevent catching a cold. 

Counterargument: But there might be other SUFFICIENT CONDITONS for this result, such as PROPER HYGIENES and EXERCISE.

Major Assumption 2: Catching a cold from others (via active social interaction) will strengthen the GENERAL immune system, not just create temporary immunity to one specific cold virus.
Counterargument: But this temporary immunity to one cold virus MIGHT actually WEAKEN the general immune system, in which case the person may be worse off when faced with a new cold virus.
Minor Assumption 3: That a strong immune system can successfully fight off SOME new viruses is SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE that it can successfully fight off ALL new cold viruses. (This assumptrion is hidden in the sentence: “Merely being exposed to a new cold virus, however, is not enough for a person to catch a cold, since a strong immune system can successfully fight off some new viruses.”)
Counterargument: Some special new cold viruses might successfully cause colds even if there is resistance from a strong immune system.
Major Assumption 4: The researcher’s conclusion in the recent study mentioned is reliable.

Counterargument: The researchers could be wrong. They MIGHT be mistaking mere statistical correlation for causality.


	Essay

	    The health newsletter concludes  that in order to prevent catching a cold, people should bolster their immune systems through more vigorous social activities. To support this conclusion, , it cites a recent survey concerningsocial activity and catching colds, and the researchers’ conclusion about  the enhancement of the immune system through social activity. However, this argument  is inconclusive because of insufficient statistical data and hasty assumptions.
You could have a shorter introduction, and then go straight to the critique. The second sentence is not really necessary. Just identify the conclusion properly, mention the general structure of the argument, and then say that it’s a flawed argument.
    The argument’s  statistical data is insufficient to support its conclusion. . (State the problem in terms of “assumptions.”) Three factors should be scrutinized. First, the sample size of the survey should be presented. If the number is small, its reliability will be reduced. Second, the subjects’ ages should be revealed, because age can significantly affect the immune system; usually the young are weak to virus. (Why is this relevant?) Third, the proportion of cold-sufferer who are  socially active  among all cold-sufferers should be shown. Without such accurate data, it is difficult to judge the effects of a more active social life. (Explain more about this; provide a counterexample to clarify your point. What would happen, for example, if a new survey showed that the proportion were very high? Then that MIGHT indicate that actually socially active lifestyle contributes to getting a cold – no? ) 
    Much of the recommendation  is based on hasty assumptions that weaken its reliability. (What exactly is the assumption made by the author here?) Three factors need to be analyzed. First, researcher’s conclusion ignores various factors, such as health condition and occupation. (Explain more, in terms of SUFFICIENT CONDITION…..) If health condition is bad, more active social life can deteriorate the immune system. (What’s the relevance of this for the argument?)One’s occupation is also related to the health condition. One who works for hazard toxic industrials is obviously unhealthy and they may be vulnerable to the cold. . Second, other ways to prevent catching colds, apart from enhancement of immune system should be considered. (Phrase this in terms of NECESSARY/SUFFICIENT CONDITION) Steady exercise and clean sanitation can reduce the flu. (So what? Lack of relevant explanation here.)  Third, the statement that a strong immune system can successfully fight off some new viruses has fallacious logic. The newsletter regards temporariness and specificity as the characteristics of the immune system. (Unclear sentence….)  But one can be vulnerable to new cold viruses despite having a  strong immune system.

    The newsletter’s insufficient statistical data and hasty assumptions make its conclusion invalid. . To strengthen its conclusion, it should provide more convincing data concerning to the relation between immune system and social activity. In addition, it should  produce more substantial data in terms of sample number, subject’s age, and the proportion of cold-sufferers who are socially active among all cold sufferers. .

Editor’s Comments:

You have VERY SERIOUS problems with Argument essays. Review Peterson’s GRE Writing textbook. Your entire approach must be changed.

You failed to identify the key assumptions made in the argument. Admittedly, this was a tough argument, but your critique shows inadequate foundational understanding of what “assumptions” are in GRE arguments.


	General Comments

	GRE Argument essays are scored about 80% based on content (proper identification and explanation of the logical flaws) and 20% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas logically.

General Grading Guideline for Argument Essays

A 6 paper correctly identifies and critiques 3-4 major errors and other minor errors in the Argument. Has no grammatical errors.

A 5 paper correctly identifies and critiques 3 major errors in the Argument. Has very few obvious grammatical errors.

A 4 paper correctly identifies and critiques 2 major errors in the Argument, and offers a partially correct critique of other errors in the Argument. Contains minor grammatical errors.
A 3 paper correctly identifies and critiques 2 major errors in the Argument, but fallaciously points out other logical flaws in the Argument. Contains minor grammatical errors.

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. May talk around 1-2 major errors in the Argument, but is not logically sound. Contains many grammatical errors.

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing. Essay is not comprehensible to the reader or is entirely off the topic. 
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for.

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!).

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Please go for short expressions whenever you can.  

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


