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	Topic
	
	Comments

	"Money spent on research is almost a good investment. Even when the results of the research are controversial."
	
	(Your first sentence is very difficult to understand.
(An introduction should be general, but yours is too general (for example, your first sentence).  It is so general that your position on the statement is not clear (i.e., your position on controversial results).  For example, what is your position on controversial results?  You must present a clear position in the introduction.  A good way to do this is refer to the “statement” and say whether you “agree with the speaker,” “disagree with the speaker,” or have some qualified response to the “speaker.”  You should not spend a lot of time on the introduction; 2-3 sentences are ideal.  You earn the most points in the body.

(Unless the directions tell you otherwise, do not discuss one particular reason or example too much, even if you feel that it is the most persuasive one.  The Maxwell example should have been shortened somewhat.  Remember – you only have 45 minute to make an outline, write an essay, and do a final revision.  Also, you need to explain how the Maxwell example supports your position.  Don’t assume the reader sees how an example supports your position.

(What does “it” refer to?

(You should choose your wording more carefully so that your conclusion seems more relevant to the statement.  Right now, it is slightly off-topic.  The only topic you need to address is why you think spending money on research is or is not a good thing, even if the results may be controversial.

Final Comments:

(Try to stay focused on the topic, which is whether funding research is almost always a good investment, even if the research is controversial.  This means that every sentence should be tied to the topic.  You discussed how research that may not seem positive can become positive and vice versa.  These subjects need further connection to the topic.



	
	
	

	Essay
	
	

	We live in a society that is constantly seeking ways to improve quality of life, especially through research The speaker asserts that money spent on research is almost always money well spent, even if the results may be controversial. I agree with the spearker to the extent thatmoney and effort spent on research are usually  clever ways to prepare for the future. However, I disagree with the speaker in that the process and goals of research should be carefully inspected in order for the research to be a good investment.

Research, at the first glance, often seems unlikely to be directly beneficial to our everyday lives. It takes a lot of time for the effects of research to influence our reality. However, our constantly renewing society owes much of its progress and splendor to basic research. A typical example is given by Maxwell, the physicist who established “Maxwell’s Equations on Electromagnetism”two hundred years ago. Although "Maxwell's Equations on Electromagnetism" was purely academic at that time, today it forms the basis of numerous applications, including all wireless communications,.
Thus, with research, there is an unimaginable possibility to development. No wonder large companies spend much of their efforts to reinvest in research and development.

Although some results of research at first seem to cause ill effects on mankind, [it]? can be controlled and modified for the sake of human welfare. A striking example comes from nuclear weapons. In World War II, nuclear physics was researched on a global level with the hope that powerful weapons would put an end to war   and bring balance and peace to the world once and for all. However, the use of weapons ended in a devastating catastrophe, causing thousands of casualties in Hiroshima, Japan. After the world experienced this great disaster, it turned its knowledge of nuclear physics to producing useful energy. Nowadays, nuclear fission plants work as the most outstanding source of electricity generation. In fact, their contribution to electricity production is greater than all other sources of energy combined. This example shows that even though the initial intention was hardly acceptable and controversial, the knowledge itself gained through  research can ultimately end up bringing about overall progress.

On the other hand, research whose initial purpose was attractive in the first place sometimes can go astray. For example, research on stem cell engineering is expected to provide numerous benefits to human health. It embeds the possibility of replacing damaged tissues by regulated proliferation of embryonic stem cells and to develop DNA therapy that can cure various genetic diseases, such as diabetes and cance, by manipulating stem cells in vitro and re-injecting them into human body. Nevertheless, it causes much moral problems in that embryonic stem cells can also lead to the [birth of new life]?. In-depth research of stem cells may result in technology, possible human cloning, that is may to end in the collapse of humanity.  

In conclusion, I agree that spending money on research is a good investment asresearch is a driving force for overall development.  However, it has to be carefully measured and guided to mold a sound society, which means that certain controversial research should not be funded without careful deliberation. Careful control and balance between research and social benefit as a whole will be the keys to good investment.


	
	


