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	Topic

	Issue #130

“How children are socialized today determine the destiny of society. Unfortunately, we have not yet learned how to raise children who can help bring about a better society.”

	Essay

	There are a lot of factors that make a society a better one besides how children are socialized. How to raise children is not the most decisive factor in creatinga better society; it is only one of the many factors. Moreover, we definitely know how to raise children who can make a good contribution to a better world. Therefore, I dissent with  the above assertion on both points.

Even though we go through socialization throughout our lifetime, socialization during childhood is considered the most important for developing our characters and personalities. Thus, I concede that socialization during childhood plays a significant role in what kinds of adults we become and therefore how we adults mold society.  Nevertheless, I think that the result of socialization determines not [social public problems]? but mainly the destiny of individuals.

Comments:

(Only one point per paragraph. 

(”Things” is informal.

(In a GRE Issue essay, you need to refute opposing viewpoints and/or admit strong weaknesses in your position.  Here, you do a nice attempt at conceding that socialization during childhood is especially important for personality and character development.  However, you need to explain better that you are conceding and later challenging this point. 

(Your last sentence makes a weak point.  You say that the result of socialization does not determine social public problems.  Yes, it does.  The types of adults we become, partly as a result of socialization, do in fact determine social problems, for example, poorly raised children becoming criminals and creating a disorderly society.  Also, just because socialization of children has an influence on the individual does not mean that it does not also influence the destiny of society.

For a better society, we should make more efforts for the development of technology, growth of economy, expansion of social welfare, improvement of medicine, etc., rather than raising children. The things that I mentioned above have improved the quality of our lives. For instance, we have not only more free time owing to the development of technology but also  a longer average ilfe span due to advances in medicine. 
Comments:

(Try not to use expressions like “etc.” and “and so on” in formal essays.

(Your point is not very strong.  Just because these factors result in a better society does not mean that socialization of children also determines the destiny of society. You need to address this issue.  For example, you could have given examples of famous individuals who significantly benefited society, such as Martin Luther King Jr., and shown how something more than socialization made them heroes (e.g., educational background, parental influence, religious upbringing, high intelligence, strong personal conviction, etc.). 

We generally know what kind of person would be helpful for a society. The person who is very helpful for a society has the following characters: sincerity, diligence, responsibility, originality, sacrifice, and other virtues. When educating children, all parents emphasize values which they think are the most cardinal. However, most people agree with the list that I mentioned above in general. So we educate children to be sincere, industrial, responsible, sacrificial. 

Comments:

(Be consistent.  In the first sentence, you say that “We absolutely know…”  Then, you later say, “most people agree…”  The two phrases are inconsistent.

(Your point here is weak.  Just because parents know what kind of person would add to a better society does not mean they know how to raise such a person.  For example, just because you know what a good piece of chocolate cake tastes like does not mean you know how to make it.  To support your position that the speaker’s second point is wrong, you should have talked about how the children in the past 50 years have in fact improved society, as exemplified by increased legislation to save the environment, less racial prejudice in the world, more equality for women, more animal rights, greater international cooperation, increased regulations for health and safety, etc.

In conclusion, we must consider other important factors that build a better society, not just socialization of children, such as parental influence, religious upbringing, education, high IQ, and personal conviction. Also, we already know how to raise children that will benefit society, as demonstrated by the fact that society has indeed been improving in the past.  For the past 50 years, children have developed into adults who have brought us increased civil rights, womens’ rights, animal rights, pro-enviroinmental policies, and other societal benefits. Therefore, I disagree with both aspects of the speaker’s dual claim.

Comments:

(Choose your words to reflect that you are addressing the statement. 

(As I mentioned above, just because socialization of children affects individual issues does not mean that it does not also affect the destiny of society.



	General Comments

	(Make sure you tie in every discussion directly to the statement.  This may require you to carefully choose your words.  Your topic sentences especially should clearly support your position on the statement.  Every sentence you write must be addressing the statement.  Stay focused.

(Don’t forget to acknowledge and then challenge opposing points and weaknesses in your position.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

Position: 3

· is vague or limited in presenting or developing a position on the  issue 

Development: 2

· provides few, if any, relevant reasons or examples 

Organization: 3

· is poorly focused and/or poorly organized 

Expression: 3

· has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a  lack of clarity  

Written English: 3

· contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that can interfere with meaning 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


