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	Topic

	013. Many of the world's lesser-known languages are being lost as fewer and fewer people speak them. The governments of countries in which these languages are spoken should act to prevent such languages from becoming extinct.

	Essay

	Obviously, different languages make it more difficult for different groups of people to communicate and understand each other. Nevertheless, because every language is needed to understand its culture, I think the government should intervene to protect its language. Therefore, I agree with the author’s claim.

Comments:

(Nice short intro that acknowledges complexities of statement.  However, the first statement is very difficult to understand.

Admittedly, we encounter problems  in  conveying the exact meaning of our thoughts to people who do not speak our language. For instance, although the primary purpose of studying abroad is not to learn the language, we must make great effort to learn how to use a foreign language fluently, and [this sometimes takes more time than research itself]?. Therefore, the difference in languages can interfere the primary purpose.

Comments:

(”Troubles” is a better word choice than “problems.”

(Your last sentence is too general.  

(I am unsure of what main point you are trying to convey in this paragraph.  

Moreover, to use distinct languages needs additional expenditures. For example, translators are essentially at global conferences.  In fact, the larger the conferences become, the more translators and thus  more expenditures are needed. Therefore, using a common language in a global society is needed indeed to reduce such additional expenditures.

Comments:

(You could have also talked about how in today’s global society, language barriers impede communication and thus commerce.

However, the need for a common language does not necessarily mean that we cannot enjoy other languages. For example, Chinese Singaporeans use both English and Chinese, even though English is the official language in Singapore. This example reflects that a society still can use its own language, as well as a common language. 

Comments:

(Nice specific example.

One must admit as well that a unique language reflects the identity of the culture in which the language is accepted. For Instance, the Japanese tried to destroy Korean culture and thoughts by prohibiting people from using Korean under Japanese imperialism because they strongly believed that a language is essential to identify a culture. Therefore, a language must be protected to protect the culture in which a language is accepted. 

Comments:

(You could have also discussed how distinct cultural ideas can often times be conveyed only in a particular language, such as words symbolizing abstract, spiritual concepts in Native American languages.
Moreover, a language is needed to study the history of a culture. [If Korean characters did not exist]?, for example, and not many people were left who  understand Korean, it would be very difficult to study Korea’s history because many old papers are written in Korean. In, brief, minor languages are needed to study the history of different cultures. 

Comments:

(This point is similar to the one above.  To save time, you could have combined the two paragraphs and discussed each less.  Writing detailed examples does not mean the text has to be long.  For example, a short phrase like “the Clinton sex scandal” is a complete, detailed example.

(The phrase “essentially needed” is redundant.

Government intervention is essentially needed because the survival of a language depends on how much it is used, and only the government can use its authority and funds to propagate a language through policies, such as  such as including  minor languages in the regular school curriculum curriculum or obligating public agencies to use minor languages.  Otherwise, lesser spoken language will used lesser and lesser without such obligations and will be extinct finally. 

In brief, though protecting minor languages from becoming extinct requires governmentexpenditures, this policy is needed to protect and study different cultures. Moreover, because a language’s existence primarily depends on how much it is used, the government should utilize its unique position to propagate it.



	General Comments

	To get the highest score, you need to acknowledge the main opposing viewpoints.  You should have noted how spending government money on preserving languages is not prudent if there are more pressing societal problems, such as widespread starvation or war.  Another counterpoint is that in today’s Internet age, the trend seems to be the adoption of one common language, namely, English.

One point you could have made in support of your position is that in many ways, in today’s global economy, the adoption of a common language is inevitable.  For example, the Internet has unofficially adopted English.

(The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  In your case, the reader will be forced to weigh the expression and written language.  You should practice writing clear English sentences if you want to score above a 3.

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue  and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

Position: 4

· presents a clear position on the issue 

· is vague or limited in presenting or developing a position on the  issue 

· is unclear or seriously limited in presenting or developing a position  on the issue 
· provides little or no evidence of the ability to understand and analyze the issue
Development: 3.5

· develops the position on the issue with relevant reasons and/or examples 

Organization: 3

· is poorly focused and/or poorly organized 

Expression: 2.5

· has serious problems in the use of language and sentence structure that frequently interfere with meaning 

· has severe problems in language and sentence structure that persistently interfere with meaning 

Written English: 2.5

· contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar,  usage, or mechanics that can interfere with meaning 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


