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	Topic

	The following appeared in a memo from the president of a company that builds and sells new homes in Steel City.

"Over the past five years, the population of Steel City has increased by more than 20 percent, and family incomes in Steel City have risen much faster than the national average. Nationwide, sales of houses priced above $150,000 have increased more than have sales of lower-priced houses. Such data indicate that we should make changes in our business to increase company profits. First, we should build fewer low-priced houses than we did last year and focus instead on building houses designed to sell at above $150,000. Second, we should hire additional workers so that we can build a larger total number of houses than we did last year."

	Essay

	     The argument concludes that the company increase its profits by building and selling expensive homes priced above $150,000 rather than lower-priced homes.   To bolster his assertion, the president relies on the facts that the population of Steel City has increased by more than 20% in the last five years and that family income in Steel City is rising much faster than the national average.   The president also notes that in the nation, expensive homes priced above $150,000 are selling faster than lower-priced homes.  However, this recommendation has several problems because it is based on questionable assumptions.

Comments:

(Do not use a pronoun unless what the pronoun refers to is absolutely clear.

(Your paraphrase of the conclusion is too general.

(Try to personalize your essay to show the reader you are thoughtful.  For example, instead of always saying “memo,” here, you should say “president.”  Instead of always saying “conclusion,” here, you can say “recommendation.”  
     First of all, the author assumes that residents of the area want to and can afford to buy houses priced above $150,000 , and that the results of a nationwide research study can be applied for the sales of houses in Steel City. In the nation, sales of houses priced above $150,000 were higher than the sales of lower-priced houses. [It is entirely possible that the practical total number of selling houses priced above $150.000 is less than of lower-priced houses.]? Also, there  is no evidence that  Steel City typifies the rest of the nation and that the nationwide research results can be applied  to Steel City. Thus, the author’s assertion that sales of houses priced above $150,000 will have higher sales  is not convincing. 
Comments:

(Use a comma to separate hundreds from thousands, for example, $150,000, not $150.000.

(Your topic sentence brings up two good points.  However, there should be one paragraph per point.  In other words, you should have written one paragraph about whether residents of the area want and can afford expensive homes and a second paragraph about whether Steel City is typical of the nation.

(Do not start sentences with a conjunction (e.g., And, But, So).

(In a timed test, do not waste your time repeating long phrases.  Find a shortcut way to say the same thing.  For example, do not write “houses priced above $150,000” over and over again.  Just say something short like “expensive homes.”

     Secondly, the author assumes that the increase in population and family income enable the residents of the area to buy expensive houses. Even though the population has increased during the last five years, it is questionable whether it will continue to increase in the future. It is possible that the population of the city will stabilize or even decresae. Thus, it is not certain that the demand of houses will increase. Even if the practical demand is there in Steel City, it is also not reliable that an increase in family income will enable residents of the area to buy expensive houses. It is entirely possible that initially family incomes in Steel City were significantly smaller than the national average, so even though their incomes are increasing, the residents of the area may not be able to afford expensive houses. 
Comments:

(Again, this paragraph should have been divided into two: (1) one discussing increase in population and (2) the second discussing increase in family incomes.

(Whenever a quantity is involved in a GRE Argument essay, there will always be flaws to write about.  You should always go into an incisive analysis of the flaws.  Regarding population, you could have said that the increase in population may be due to an influx of retired people, who are mainly interested in living in small convenient dwellings, such as condos or apartments.  Also, you could have said that the increase in population is occurring mainly in area residents who already own homes.  Regarding family income, you could have said that despite the rapid increase, the family income is still low compared to the national average.

     Lastly, the author expects that the new business plan in the company will be profitable. However, there might be a different outcome. If the company hires additional workers, for example, total expenses might be increase. Also,  if raw materials for construction and advertising costs for selling the expensivs houses rise, then total expenses might be excessive. Thus, it may be difficult for the company to increase profits by selling expensive homes.
Comments:

(You could have mentioned that the price of raw materials for expensive homes would inevitably be higher.

     In conclusion, the argument that the company should change their business plan  by focusing on the sale of expensive homes in Steel City to increase company profits lacks convincing evidence. It has to provide more specific evidences that the residents of the area would want to and be able to afford to buy houses priced above $150,000 in Steel City and that the company would be profitable through the sale of expensive houses.

Comments:

(”Evidence” is singular.

(Saying that you need evidence that “the company will be profitable through the sale of expensive houses” is too general.  

(You could say you need more information about the trend in demographics in the Steel City area, income levels of area residents who are interested in buying homes, and a comparative cost-benefit analysis of building expensive homes versus less expensive homes. 

	General Comments

	(If you use block paragraphs, you need to skip a line between paragraphs.  If you indent, skipping a line is optional. 

(Many sentences are difficult to understand.  To score above a 3, you need to improve your English writing.

(You seemed to touch upon all the main flaws.  However, the hurried reader may not realize this because of your organization and lack of analysis.  

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its critique of the argument  and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

analysis: 3.5

· identifies and analyzes important features of the argument 

· does not identify or analyze most of the important features of the argument,  although some analysis of the argument is present 

development: 3

· is limited in the logical development and organization of ideas 

support: 3

· mainly analyzes tangential or irrelevant matters, or reasons poorly 

writing style: 2

· has serious problems in the use of language and in sentence structure  that frequently interfere with meaning 

written English: 2.5

· contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that can interfere with meaning 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”
Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html


	

	

	


