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	Topic

	"Mesa Foods, a manufacturer of snack foods that currently markets its products 

within a relatively small region of the country, has strong growth potential. 

Mesa enjoyed a 20 percent increase in profits last year, and its best-selling product, 

Diabolique Salsa, has had increased sales over each of the past three years. 

Since Omni Inc. is interested in reaching 14-to-25 year olds, the age group that 

consumes the most snack food, we should buy Mesa Foods, and concentrate in 

particular on marketing Diabolique Salsa throughout the country."

	Essay

	    The argument that Omni Inc. should buy Mesa Foods and concentrate on promoting Diabolique Salsa is not logically convincing as it stands. To support the claim, the memorandum relies on the increasing sales of Mesa’s Diabolique Salsa in the past three years and the fact that Mesa’s overall profits were up last year. However, the author relies on a number of questionable assumptions.
Comments:

(Your paraphrase of the author’s support is inaccurate.  You say that the memo relies on the growth of Mesa in the last three years.  This is wrong.  The memo relies on the increasing sales of Mesa’s salsa in the last three years and the increased profits last year. 

(When paraphrasing a mere recommendation, the correct form of the verb is “should,” not “must.”

      To begin with, the author assumes that Mesa Foods will have strong growth throughout the country as within the small region. However, the evidence in support of this is tenuous at best. It is questionable that Mesa Foods will be successful throughout the country, even though their profits have increased last year and its best selling product has increased during the last three years. The author does not give any evidence that Mesa will be profitable throughout the country. 
Comments:

(This paragraph needs more incisive analysis.  For example, you should discuss that the region where Mesa’s products are sold may not be typical of the nationwide preferences of consumers between 14 and 25.   

     Furthermore, the author expects that the sales of Diabolique Salsa will continue to increase in the future. Omni Inc. plans to sell the salsa through the country. However, there is no proof that the salsa will be sold successfully in the future throughout the country. The tastes of local residents and people throughout the country might be different. What is more, even if their tastes might be the same, sales of Diabolique Salsa might not be the best-selling product in the future merely because it sold well in the past few years. It is entirely possible that the tastes of both local and nationwide consumers might change and the other competitive snack foods might become   better selling products. Thus, if Omni Inc. concentrates on marketing Diabolique Salsa, Omni might not be profitable through the sales of the alsa.
Comments:

(The point that “tastes of the local residents and the whole country might be different” is the same point as the previous paragraph and thus belongs in the previous paragraph.  This is poor organization.  Here, you should have only focused on the numbers.  (See General Comments below.)

(Do not start sentences with conjunctions (e.g., So, But, And) in formal essays.

      Lastly, even if the foregoing assumptions are substantiated, the author assumes that the young age group of 14-to-25 year olds will find the snack foods of Mesa Food appealing.   In this case, if the snacks produced byMesa Foods, including Diabolique Salsa, appeal to consumers in other age groups then, Omni Inc. may in fact not benefit from the recommended acquisition.  
Comments:

(”Evidence” is singular.

(Second sentence is a run-in.  Short, clear sentences are the most effective.
      In sum, the author does not support the recommendation well.   To be more convincing, the author should provide more concrete evidence that the salsa and the other products of Mesa will be popular with consumers between the ages of 14 and 25 throughout the nation.  Also, we need more information about Mesa’s profitability over a longer time period and to what extent Mesa’s salsa accounted for such profitability.
Comments:

(”Evidence” is singular.

(To save valuable time, make the conclusion brief.  For example, see how I changed the first sentence above.  (The first sentence was almost verbatim of a sentence in the introduction and thus should not be in the conclusion anyway.) 



	General Comments

	You seemed to touch upon all the main flaws.  However, you did not follow through with an incisive analysis after identifying the problems.  You need to work on the content (ideas, logic).  You should practice by reading as many GRE Argument statements as possible, trying to find the flaws, and comparing your notes to a “model” answer.

Whenever specific numbers are presented in a GRE Argument, there is always a flaw involved.  You should always discuss the specific numbers, making sure to cite the specific figure (e.g., “20% increase”).  Here, you should have talked about how the 20% increase may have been an aberration and that in the rest of the years, Mesa has not been profitable.  Also, you should have talked about how the 20% increase may have been due entirely to the sales of salsa and that in fact, Mesa’s profitability is declining.

Avoid extraneous words, repetition, redundancy, etc. in the essay.  You have a limited amount of time.  Do not waste it.
A 4 paper presents a competent critique of the argument and conveys meaning adequately. 

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its critique of the argument and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

analysis: 3.5

· identifies and analyzes important features of the argument 

development: 3

· is limited in the logical development and organization of ideas 

support: 3

· mainly analyzes tangential or irrelevant matters, or reasons poorly 

writing style: 2.5

· has serious problems in the use of language and in sentence structure  that frequently interfere with meaning 

written English: 2.5

· contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that can interfere with meaning 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”
Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html


	

	

	


