	[image: image1.png]



	editor:
	Jeremy Lee
	score:
	3

	Topic
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The well-being of a society is enhanced when many of its people question authority.


	Essay

	The author asserts that a society improves when people challenge authority. Although some of the challenges fail, I agree with the statement, regarding it as a course of social development. I can find such evidences easily in history.
Comments:

Good that you are not repeating exactly what the author says, BUT be careful about using different words such as “developed”, which is different from “enhanced”.  
Good thesis

It is easy to find such examples in history For instance, take the French Revolution that broke down an absolute monarchy. As a result, people gained more political, economical, and social freedom. The revolution also affected other country’s innovation movement. it is foundation of today’s democracy. Additionally, people’s effort is also founded in an antislavery movement. the victory of the north of U.S. in Civil War gave an equal right to the blacks. 

Comments:

Good that you are trying to start by defining, but what you are trying to do is not very effective because they don’t really say anything, and the logic flow is not that good.

Actually, the first sentence should read something like, “it is easy to find such examples in history”, which is the first part of your thesis.

Good examples
However, questioning authority can lead to negative results. Challenging authority sometimes aggravates to a state of disorder. Russia for instance, faced confusion after the collapse of its regime whereas it was at a relatively equal footing with the US during the Cold War. Russian today faces risk of terrorism and  economic problems. [one example is enough] 
Comments:

Good that you are addressing potential opposing argument.  
Good examples

Even if questioning authority leads to no or negative results, such efforts alone will aid the society’s improvement because this “dissenting” voices raise people’s awareness and pave the road for the introduction of a more democratic society. [cite an example here]

Moreover, challenging authority in fact could yield good results.  Russia may have paid a price for its transformation, but people are enjoying greater freedom today. [too many examples.  Just use one or two that hit the bull’s eyes]
Comments:

I like your first sentence, but the supporting arguments are rather weak.  

democracy is better===be careful about using loaded words such as “better”. This is disputable.

A way to strengthen this essay is to write another argument.  Such effort alone will improve society is bit weak by itself.  You could talk about the cases in which challenging authority actually improved society.

The society’s developments are the results of many trials-and-errors. [this is a new idea in some ways] In other words, those are consequences of success and failure for many people. What is the most important, if it is pursued by majority, will be reflected necessarily in their society whether it is a long term or a short term. [new idea] Thus, it is valid that the well-being depends on people’s volition against authority.      

Comments:

You are introducing new arguments in the conclusion. This is a no no! Conclusion should simply wrap up what you mentioned in the body.



	General Comments

	Good essay in general, but some serious shortcomings. 

The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· Presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· Good use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· is well focused/organized 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^

In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)

