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	Topic

	Issue 17. There are two types of laws: just and unjust. Every individual in a society has a responsibility to obey just laws and, even more importantly, to disobey and resist unjust laws.



	Essay

	 

Those who believe that there are just and unjust laws argue that people should have different responsibilities accordingly. However, we should obey law no matter how we judge it because law is a public agreement that intends to secure social  stability. Moreover, deciding on the justness of law is highly subjective.

Maybe you could address 1) definition of just or unjust law in greater depth than what you did below.  Attacking the definition in this case would go well because justness of law is highly disputable.
Comments:

Good paraphrasing!

Interesting thesis. I am interested in seeing how you argue along this line.


People establish the law to keep social order and resolve complex and difficult disputes. For example, without traffic laws, serious traffic jam or accident could occur. [too obvious example.  On top it all, you are citing yet another obvious example] 
Comments:

No need to repeat – you are repeating what you said already in the intro in the first paragraph – this is rather dull.

This is a typical way of writing GRE essay, but… I think that you can make it more interesting by 1) not explaining what everyone knows 2) giving too obvious, over-simplified examples 3) giving examples that are unnecessary.  You commit all these mistakes (actually, shortcomings is a better word in your case) in this paragraph.  I think that this paragraph should go.

CHANGE THE ORDER OF THIS PARAGRAPH WITH THE NEXT ONE.


Given these, we should respect even “unjust” laws. No matter how a law may come across as “irrelevant” and “unjust”, we cannot disregard people’s agreement. For instance, let’s consider greenbelt laws, enacted to protect the environment. Population increase demands more land developments, but existing greenbelt laws make it difficult for people to use protected land. As a result, many would consider the greenbelt laws as unjust. However, in that case, violation of these laws can cause anarchy including severe disaccord and damages because there are not any regulations and principles to obey without greenbelt laws. Therefore, we should obey even unjust laws to prevent disorder under the absence of laws.

Comments:

This is a good example, but… the first sentence of this paragraph should not go as you write down here.  It is confusing and not strong enough. Please refer to the change I made above.


Moreover, we judge all kinds of laws under grounds of our own views and situations. Certain law may be useful for one, but useless for another. If we consider paying tax, the rich pay more than the poor – something that many rich people perceive as unjust while the poor think that regressive taxation laws are just. Likewise, many, if not most laws give rise to opposition.  [unnecessary repetition]
Comments:

Good paragraph, and ok example


In conclusion, we must abide by the laws to make our society stable. Keeping this need to maintain social stability in mind, we must also obey unjust laws because there are not manifest rules to replace those unjust laws. [this is a new idea that should not go in the conclusion] Interpretation of laws is highly subjective, and they cannot satisfy all. Therefore, we should elicit common agreement from people to change unjust laws rather than violate those laws. [new idea, but good point for the conclusion… this is good although normally it is not suitable to place these stuff at the end]
Comments:

Ok conclusion



	General Comments

	Good essay, but one way to strengthen the structure of this essay is by; 

1) TALKING ABOUT “outcomes of public agreement and objectives of laws are based on social stability”, BUT CONDENSING IT AS “LAW IS THE RESULT OF PUBLIC AGREEMENT WITH THE END OF ACHIEVING STABILITY”  ---IN THIS PARAGRAPH, YOU COULD SHOW 1) HOW LAW IS BORN 2) HOW BREAKING LAW COULD INDUCE HARM

2) LAW IS HIGHLY SUBJECTIVE DEPENDING WHERE ONE STANDS 
3) MAYBE SOMETHING ABOUT AN ALTERNATIVE ON HOW THOSE WHO DEEM A LAW UNJUST CAN ACT
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^

In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)

