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	Topic

	Issue 196: "Technology creates more problems than it solves, and may threaten or damage the quality of life."

	Essay

	Today, we often use and hear the word, technology. The terminology of  "technology" is often used not only in science and engineering, but also in economy and sociology (what are we achieving by this sentence? How is this relevant to the Issue?). From above statement, technology should play an important role in society, result in it might be a controversial issue.(I don’t understand this sentence) The speaker asserts that technology provides human beings not with solution to problems, but creates more problems. Also, it places threats or damages on quality of human being's life. I strongly disagree with speaker's opinion. 

Comments:

In Introductory paragraph of Issue essay, you want to accomplish following three, 1) demonstrate that you understand the complexities/implications of the Issue, 2) Clearly state your perspective, 3) Anticipate the ideas you intend to present in your essay.  

How are your first three sentences relevant to the Issue?  They seem to serve no purpose. This is critique writing. It’s very important that your essay is well focused.
In development of technology, Unanticipated problems are likely to occur . There may be two reasons to why these  problems occur. Firstly, the problem might happen in progress stage of technology. Secondly, technology is used only by individual or group for the profits. But, first type of technology is not problematic to humanbeings. There is no sheer technology in the world, but it is progress. Human beings have always provided solution to problems created in progress and it  motivates  technology development. However, individual or group's intention on abusing technology is more problematic. This problem, however, is not in technology itself but in people who use the technology. It is human being's ethical matters. Therefore, when essential aim of technology is focused on solving the problems, author's claim is dubious to me. 

Comments: 

Here, when you say “problems”, what type of problems are you referring to? Be more specific and state what you are referring to. I think you are referring to different matters but are all calling them problems. It makes your essay very difficult to understand. Your topic sentences should your main point (reasoning) of discussion for the paragraph.
Technology has these problems, however fundamentally technology is made for satisfaction of human being's needs and wants. The history of technology is the history of tools. The hand made tool was the beginning of the technology and  the quality of human life developed faster and faster, from the pastoral (nomadic?) age to the Agricultural Age, and to the industrial society. Automatic processes affect on saving the manpower, reducing the working hours, and the development of computers and the Internet assist in collecting information fast. So people work more creatively and productively . And medical technology makes possible to lengthen people's span of life. All these development of technology elevate the quality of human life. So technology brings about improvements on the quality of life rather than threatening it. 

Comments:

To be more persuasive, you need to be more specific about how technology has solved problems for human beings. For instance, your example of development of tools, it would be better if you show how tools/technology contributed to human and enabled them to develop as society. (Be more specific).  
In sum,. Essential purpose of technology is to solve the problems and to improve quality of life. We must not use technology for selfish purposes of individual or group. 
Comments:

Your first sentence serves no purpose.  Your last sentence is off topic.  The topic is whether the technology damages or threatens the quality of life.   

	General Comments

	To be more persuasive, you need to acknowledge the apparent point of the opposing side and rebut.  In which case, you will acknowledge the damages technology brought about (use examples) but rebut it by demonstrating the underlying problem is not the technology itself but human, using the technology (use examples).  I believe you tried to do this on your second paragraph but you didn’t quite achieve the goal.  You need to be more specific. 

Or in this case, you would admit that technology has certain problems but has brought greater merits.  
Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 
In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· Presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· Good use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· Well focused/organized 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


