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	Topic

	Argument 90: The following appeared in an editorial on health problems in the country of Corpora.  

"Some pharmacies now feature ultrasound machines that screen for an elevated risk of stroke. For a fee, a technician presses a probe against the neck to determine whether any plaque has thickened the walls of the main artery leading to the brain. Researchers have shown that a thickening of artery walls is associated with elevated stroke risk, and such scans typically find that anywhere from 5 to 20 percent of clients have detectable plaque. All pharmacies should offer this service, because early detection of increased risk for stroke will encourage clients to consult with their doctors and make important life-style changes to reduce their risk of having a stroke. This in turn will cause a decrease in overall medical costs in Corpora."

	Essay

	 The argument assert that all pharmacies should introduce the ultrasound machine to detect the plaque, which may cause risk of stroke, The author claims that the early detection of increased risk for stroke would change the life-style of people with detectable plague and in turn, reduce the overall medical costs in Corpora.  Though the argument  seem to be plausible, however, the reasoning of this argument contains several logical flaws.  

Comments:

In Intro, 1) Identify the Argument’s final conclusion, 2) Describe briefly the Argument’s line of reasoning and evidences, 3) Explain briefly to the problems with the Argument
The author mentioned that if the plaque thickens the artery walls, the possibility of stroke is elevated.  However, there might be several other reasons to stroke such as, instability of psychological state, sudden external impulse, etc.  Thus, as the myriad causes of a stroke cannot be totally considered, early detection of thickened artery might not lead to substantial impact on reducing the risk of having a stroke.  (I cannot understand this sentence) 

Comments:

 Here, there are two flaws.  You should break them down into two separate paragraphs if possible.  1) Other possibilities (other than thickened artery) cause stroke (you got this point) 2) Even assuming that thick artery walls cause stroke, it is possible that other causes might thicken the walls of artery. (you didn’t mention this point) However, thickened artery walls by other causes would not be detected by the machine. Since we do not know the percentage of accumulation of plague lead to stroke, the impact on reducing the stork is ambiguous.   

The author assumes that people will voluntarily take the test and pay money, if the equipment is prepared.  However, it is possible that people might be reluctant to go under such test.  They might be afraid of probing or people might not want to test their own health conditions in a pharmacy rather than in a hospital. In that case, investment in the machine might not be profitable for the pharmacists nor reduce the overall medical costs.  (Too much detail. No need).  Moreover, because only 5-20 percent of people may have detectable plaque, which in turn, 80% of plague goes undetected.  The pharmacist might be reluctant to purchase the machine.  . 
Comments:

 You have two flaws together in this paragraph. 1) Assuming that people would take the test, 2) Assuming that the pharmacists would want to purchase the machines. 

Dedicate one paragraph for each different type of flaws. 

You tend to go into details than necessary.  There is no need for you to explain details of your example.
Lastly the author reasons that the medical cost would be reduced by early detection of increased risk for stroke, leading people to consult doctors and change their lifestyle. However, in fact, people might not consult doctors nor change their lifestyle.  They might prefer to take medicines instead, which might not lead to reduction of overall cost with addition of cost of machines. (here the point is whether it will reduce the overall cost or not.  Not the same thing as discussing the opportunity cost of the money spent on the machine).  

Comments:

You should attack whether or not the course of action will reduce the overall medical cost. Discussing the opportunity cost of the money does not lend support in refuting the unproven assumption the author made.
In conclusion, the argument is unconvincing as it stands.  To fortify, more precise evidences for the reasons of stroke should be explained. Also, the author should provide more details on people’s propensity for their health care to determine the utilization of the machines if the machines are introduced. .
Comments:

Good.  If possible (time allows), try to state for what purpose the additional information is needed.



	General Comments

	1) You tend to put two separate points into one paragraph.  Dedicate one paragraph for each for clarity. 

2) You tend to go into unnecessary details on your examples. The details are not needed.

3) Before start writing your essay, be sure to identify the Argument’s intermediate conclusion (if any), conclusion, and reasoning/evidences in support of its conclusion, and identify the assumptions the author is making.

Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 
In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· Presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· Good use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· Well focused/organized 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


