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	Topic

	Argument 239: The following appeared as an editorial in the local newspaper of Dalton. 

"When the neighboring town of Williamsville adopted a curfew four months ago that made it illegal for persons under the age of 18 to loiter or idle in public places after 10 p.m., youth crime in Williamsville dropped by 27 percent during curfew hours. In Williamsville's town square, the area where its citizens were once most outraged at the high crime rate, not a single crime has been reported since the curfew was introduced. Therefore, to help reduce its own rising crime rate, the town of Dalton should adopt the same kind of curfew. A curfew that keeps young people at home late at night will surely control juvenile delinquency and protect minors from becoming victims of crime."

	Essay

	 The argument purports that the town of Dalton should follow the example of the neighboring town of Williamsville by introducing a curfew hours on youth. The author reasons that the curfew lowered the juvenile crime rate of Williamsville and expects the  reduction in overall crime rate of Dalton. However since the two towns might not have the exact same social conditions and that the drop in the youth crime rate might be the result of some other reasons, I find the argument logically unconvincing and need more evidences. 

Comments:

Good Intro. You identified the conclusion and discussed the main reasoning/evidences in support of the conclusion.
First, the author compares Williamsville and Dalton, assuming that they have the same social conditions, and therefore the author expects a reduction in overall crime rate of Dalton.. However if Dalton’s juvenile crime is very low and do not take place in the night, it would lend a little credit in reducing Dalton’s crime rate. Also if unlike Williamsville where crime’s rate are high in a specific place like the town’s square, perhaps crime in Dalton takes place in small streets or places where inspection is difficult, in which case the curfew would far less effective since policeman of people in charge of inspection might not be able to control every single places. 

Comments:

Please note that the author did not specify as a reduction in youth crime rate in Dalton.  The author expects a decrease in overall crime rate of Dalton, not just juvenile crime rate.  Therefore, not only that same policy will not be effective for youth crime control in Dalton, you need to point out that it will not be effective in dropping overall crime rate.  

In the second place, it is possible that there are other reasons for which Williamsville crime rate decreased during four months , other than the curfew policy. For example, perhaps security service like patrol of policeman increased or people became simply more careful.(no need). Unless the author provides a concrete cause-effect relation between the introduction of the curfew and the decease in the crime rate of Williamsville, the conclusion is not unconvincing. 

Comments:

Good paragraph.  You identified the confused cause-effect relationship in the Argument.
Thirdly, assuming that the curfew was the main cause of decrease in juvenile crime in Williamsville following exactly their method might not be effective for Dalton. (You could use these examples in your second paragraph)
Comments:

This paragraph points out the same problem as your second paragraph – what worked for Williamsville might not work for Dalton. There is another flaw in this Argument.  The evidence of time square does not show that Williamsville’s curfew has been effective.  Perhaps people abandoned the area due to its high crime risk before the curfew was in place.  Also, reported crime might not mean that there were no crimes.  
. 

Comments:

The Argument essay is about refuting the assumptions or wrong line of reasoning the author made in using the evidences in support of the conclusion. Stick STRICTLY to the elements of the Argument.  Also, when there is an intermediate conclusion, the author makes an assumption in drawing the intermediate conclusion.  Here, the intermediate conclusion is the last sentence in the Argument. You should dedicate one paragraph each for two inferences he made.   

As seen above the author’s argument need more details, convincing evidences to be persuasive. He should show that the social condition of the two towns and the kinds of crimes committed are similar. Also he needs to provide reliable evidences that the decrease in crime rate in Williamsville was due to the introduction of the curfew .
Comments:

Good conclusion.  Also, the author should provide evidences that the curfew will not only decrease the youth crime in Dalton but also result in a decline in overall crime rates.  Further, the author needs to define the term ‘delinquency’ and provide what percentage of crimes were committed against the minors by other minors.  
   

	General Comments

	Good essay overall. 

However, AGAIN, be sure to identify the elements of Argument as mentioned above, before you start writing the Essay.  In that way, you are less likely to miss any flaws in the argument.  

Please note that it is important that you identify all the flaws in the argument and discuss the each flaw.  Please note that there were other flaws in this argument besides the ones you mentioned as per my comments above.  Also, there is other flaws in this argument; 

The author assumes that a curfew that keeps young people at home late at night will surely control juvenile delinquency and protect minors from becoming victims of crime.  

1) The juvenile delinquency might include much more than just crimes.  Unless we know exactly what the author means by juvenile delinquency, we do not know whether it will surely be controlled. 

2) Since we don’t know what percentage of crimes are against the minors by other minors, we do not know whether the curfew will protect minors from becoming victims of crime.    
Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^

The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 

In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.

Position:

· Presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· Good use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· Well focused/organized 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


