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	Topic

	16. Although many people think that the luxuries and conveniences of contemporary life are entirely harmless, in fact, they actually prevent people from developing into truly strong and independent individuals.

	Essay

	   It has been debated whether the fact that  luxuries and conveniences make people weak  and  dependent. . Some people think that they are entirely good.  
Comments:  You need a stronger thesis for your intro. Your position is unclear at this point.  Something like “Rather than make people weak and dependent, luxuries and conveniences such as massages and air conditioning enhance and enrich people’s lives because they not only make life more enjoyable, but they can also lead to less stressful, healthier lives.
    To begin with,  it is necessary to  consider  how  technological conveniences impact people’s lives.   For example, a car is a good way to get to  a remote region. But, since people use it today for even going a short distance , they do not exercise as much, and as a result,  are less fit. . In addition, people do not use their brains to calculate something because they use computers or adding machines.  
Comments: You have some good examples here but you need to be clearer about the intent of the paragraph. Are you saying that conveniences have both positive and negative impacts on people’s lives? Avoid personal pronouns such as “we.”
    Secondly,  in terms of food , instant foods are a convenience but not without a cost. . Nowadays, people are very busy. So, they use instant foods for a meal. Such foods are easy to cook in a short time,  and easy to carry,.  However, instant foods can be  harmful to a person’s health. While instant foods are convenient, they provide people who eat it with many  calories,  which  can cause people to become overweight and contribute to health problems. In addition, many types of fast food lack necessary nutritional requirements.  
Comments; Again you need to be clearer in your topic sentence what the intent of your paragraph is. It seems as though you are saying that fast food is both a blessing and a curse but you need to be more explicit about this.
    Lastly, there is a mental aspect. Through  conveniences, it is likely that some people will lack a level of tolerance because they are not accustomed to waiting. .t. And through  luxuries, people can indulge in pleasure and waste their passion on trivial pursuits. 
Comments:  The intro sentence needs more development-what exactly is the “mental aspect?” This is a good and important idea though-can you think of specific examples that would help support your ideas?
    In conclusion,  while  luxuries and conveniences offer people  some  benefits, they can also be harmful and . I  prevent people from developing into strong and independent beings.   
Comments:  I combined your sentences into one. But you need more development in your conclusion about the benefits and risks of luxuries and conveniences in people’s everyday lives.


	General Comments

	General Comments: You have some good ideas here and some good examples but you need to be clearer at the beginning about what your thesis is and then at the beginning of each paragraph you need to have a clear topic sentence which sets up the remainder of the paragraph. You seem to be saying that luxuries and conveniences bring both positive and negative effects and that is fine but it needs to come out stronger in your intro and in your topic sentences and in the further development of your paragraphs.  The fourth paragraph would benefit from an example. 

Good luck, 

Andrew

GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, 

development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language 

(grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, 

well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas 

logically.

The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.

Position:

- presents a clear position on the issue that needs to be detailed out more 

Development:

- relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

- is poorly focused and/or poorly organized in terms of following through with the core elements 

Expression:

- Use of words that can be replaced for simpler words that carry on same effect 

Written English:

- contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar,  usage, or mechanics 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”
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Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


