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	Topic

	#159. The human mind will always be superior to machines because machines are only tools of human minds.


	Essay

	   Due to the advance of modern science, countless kinds of machines  have been invented to assist people and many are currently  being invented. . The ability and effectiveness of these machines  are so great that many even think that they are more intelligent than people. . However, the human mind will always be superior to any machine, because only humans are capable of making such machines. 
Comments:  The intro is pretty choppy—see rewrites.  You need to work on concision and being clear in your written expression.
 Machines are designed by people , even though many devices and tools are needed to make  machines. For example, making computer hardware is made  by automated machines specializing  in production. However  can machines  know what to do and how to do it for themselves? Only people can create  machines and decide how to make them, what functions  they have and how to operate them. In addition, only people can alter machines or discontinue their use. 
Comments:  The first line is unclear. Do you mean that machines cannot function without humans?  There are a number of awkward phrases here—see rewrites.   Also, you repeat yourself a few times at the end of the paragraph. You only need to mention something once.  You need a better concluding sentence.  Also, just because people design and make computers does that mean people are superior to computers. Are there some things computers can do better than people?

 Second, machines cannot accomplish  many works which require  creativity and emotion.  However, when we look more closely how those machines are used, we immediately find that  they  have  some limitations. . Many machines can compute complicated problems, but what about artistic creation?  Is there any machine which can create art? ? Machines  cannot think of new things and develop original ideas. In addition  computers can perform the job of a  scientist but cannot develop  new ideas or direct an  experiment.  Without the human mind, which is full of imagination and emotions, there would be no great achievement in any area.  
Comments:  The second sentence is redundant and not needed. The third sentence is illogical. Do you mean that it can be said that there is no job that a machine can’t do?  Also, how can computers perform the job of a scientist? Can you give a specific example? There are a number of choppy or awkward phrases here. Also, you try to discuss too much in the paragraph. You should have broken the paragraph up and concentrated one paragraph just on creativity and artistic expression.

 In conclusion, human minds are always superior to  machines, which intrinsically have limitations; they are made and used only by the power of the human intellect. 
Comments:  The last two sentences are unclear and do not relate to or con- tribute to your argument. Remember that the conclusion needs to summarize your essay and the position that you presented.



	General Comments

	General Comments: This essay needs a great deal of work in the presentation, development and expression of ideas.  There are a number of awkward or unclear phrases and some repetition, especially in the second paragraph. Also, your paragraphs are too long. You can easily break the third paragraph  into two smaller paragraphs.  And the second paragraph can be made shorter by cutting out the repetition. GRE issue essays are usually at least five paragraphs.  It is best to concentrate on one area or idea per paragraph. The conclusion must summarize your   position and not just give general information. 

Good luck,

Andrew

GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas logically.
ETS Grading Guideline

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  

(In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic.)

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts! Start with what you are arguing for.

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your own argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing anyone with your BIG words and expressions.

Try not to copy and repeat. Paraphrase instead.  

Please go for short expressions whenever you can. Concision is a virtue in writing. 

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (how CONVINCING you are!).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


