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	Topic

	228. The best way to teach-whether a parent, a coach, or an educator-is to correct negative behavior and not remark on positive ones. That’s way, the learner will engage in positive behaviors out of habit, rather than a desire for praise or recognition.

	Essay

	An old Korean proverb says, “Spare the rod, spoil the child.” //It is a very appropriate quote that stresses the importance of teaching good behavior from bad ones, and fixing bad behaviors. // (??? Your sentence is so vague!!! What’s the meaning of the proverb? Doesn’t it mean that punishment of negative behavior should be limited – contrary to what the Issue statement says?)  I believe there will be greater improvement as we teach the child to correct his  misbehavior or bad habit with our sincere heart. (??? Not clearly related to the Issue statement – so are you agreeing or disagreeing?) However, it should be instructive criticism rather than criticizing them. (??? Vague) To encourage them, it is also necessary to give them  compliments and recognition from time to time. Thus, I would emphasize  providing the advice and warnings for negative behavior. (??? Vague)
What are you trying to say? Your intro paragraph is too vague and your thesis wishy-washy!!! NEXT TIME, PRACTICE WRITING YOUR FIRST PARAGRAPH IN THREE SENTENCES AND INDICATE WHETHER YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE, OR WHETHER YOU PARTLY AGREE/PARTLY DISAGREE.
First of all, as a parent, teacher, and //friend// (beyond scope),  we should offer guidance in  the right direction and correct negative behavior immediately when we  find a problem. This is the most effective approach -- that the closest people tell the problem -- because they have  more influence on  the learner. I Ignoring people’s negative behavior is indeed an act of  irresponsibility  for the closest ones. Sometimes, there is  co-responsibility  when a  close one  ignores the wrong action of  a person. //For example, consider when someone is driving on a new road and goes  in  the wrong direction. The person seated next to the driver does not hesitate to tell that they’re going in  the wrong direction so that the driver can change to the right direction.// (This does NOT exemplify the previous sentence!!! Get your examples logically correct!!!) //On the other hand,  positive remarks or feedback as a colleague should not be delayed. It should be delivered directly  to the person so that  he can  develop  further positive results.// (These two sentences seem out of place in this paragraph.)
Discussion is off-focus!!! The Issue is NOT about what the responsibility of parent/teacher/friend is!!! Why are you making THAT the focus of your first major argument in your essay?
Secondly, offering  praise (Watch your redundancy!!! “Praise” already means it’s “positive”!!!) gives people the confidence and strength for future advancements. However, a remark on negative behavior provides a great experience to the person and he will learn valuable lesson that make things better next time. (What is your TOPIC SENTENCE??? I’m confused….) Not only giving a praise on positive behavior but the advice on negative behavior will strengthen the person to grow. // In some competitive sports  such as baseball, basketball, and soccer, we could see that the unexpected result surprises us to realize that too much confidence can’t overcome strong determination obtained by the negative advice from around people.// (??? I can’t understand. Keep your sentences to less than two lines long!!!) Last year, for example, the Florida Mariners won the Major League World Championship by beating the New York Yankees. No one thought  that the Yankees were going to lose  to an “inferior team,” the Mariners.  The media, Major League Baseball specialists, and the majority of people all gave  hash comments on the Mariners,   but the outcome was in the Mariners’ favor.  In other sports games, we can  easily find the same lesson that came from the last MLB World Championship game.
This is okay in terms of content, but the ideas are not CLEAR and FOCUSED enough. What’s the BIG message here? I don’t see it. It’s too vague.
Finally, the purpose of education is to overcome one’s limitations and to advance  intellectually,  and the process for making such an advance  requires great effort and  endurance. (This is beyond scope; you have to bring it closer into connection with the Issue statement. Also, YOU MUST STOP YOURSELF FROM WRITING SUCH ABSTARCT AND PRETENTIOUS SOUNDING SENTENCES!!! Write SIMPLY AND CONCISELY!!! AMERICANS HATE SUCH A STYLE AND YOUR GRE SCORE WILL GET PUNISHED FOR IT!!!) On the path of learning, the person should be self-motivated,  and a teacher or a coach should  give constructive criticism and help the person become more motivated.   //This can be better  accomplished by correcting the weaknesses of the person rather than by only giving praise for positive aspect.// (How is this tied to your previous paragraph? Didn’t you ALREADY say this there?) For example, being an excellent student in  seventh grade does not mean being  good at one particular subject, but performing well in a variety of  subjects such as math, English, and science. A teacher or parent should give him advice on how to improve other subjects as well.  Through this advice, , the  student can  become self-motivated and put more efforts for improving other subjects.  In the end,  the student will not only gain better results from other subjects but carry with him the more valuable experience of  overcoming his own weaknesses. (What is this long example supposed to show??? Shorten your examples and think PRECISELY about what concepts are supposed to be exemplified BY YOUR EXAMPLES!!!).
This is also a bit off-focus -- though not as much as the second paragraph. PRACTICE GETTING YOUR FOCUS RIGHT, BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE!!! UNDERSTAND THAT “FOCUS” AND “SCOPE” ARE CRUCIAL MEASURES ON GRE WRITING EXAMS!!!
In sum, I believe that the best way of teaching is to give more advice to people  to improve their weaknesses and to strengthen their personal determination. As a friend, a teacher, or a parent, we should always be willing  to give such  advices to our  close ones.  Indeed, to not do this would be avoiding our responsibility. 
Editor’s Comments

Did you write this in 45 minutes? It’s too long – you won’t be able to write this much on the real exam. You should accustom yourself to writing well, within specific space and time limits.

The biggest problem with this essay is that it lacks clarity and coherence. In other words, it lacks FOCUS. Your ideas sound jumbled – and no amount of writing on and on and on is going to fix that problem; that will, in fact, make your essay worse!!! Next time, reduce your ideas and focus on a CLEAR line of argument -- PRO or CON relative to the Issue statement.

You are obviously smart and have lots of good ideas – but you must learn to EXPRESS your ideas within a CLEAR STRUCTURE. Got it?


	General Comments

	GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with properly positioned, well-developed content and on organizing your ideas logically.

ETS Grading Guideline

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  

(In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic.)

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts! Start with what you are arguing for.

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your own argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing anyone with your BIG words and expressions.

Try not to copy and repeat. Paraphrase instead.  

Please go for short expressions whenever you can. Concision is a virtue in writing. 

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (how CONVINCING you are!).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html

	

	

	


