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	Topic

	97. The following appeared in a memo from the manager of television station KICK.
"A nationwide survey reveals that a sizeable majority of men would like to see additional sports programs on television. After television station WACK increased its sports broadcasts, its share of the television audience in its viewing area almost doubled. To gain a larger audience share in our area, and thus increase company profits, KICK should also revise its broadcast schedule to include more sports coverage."

	Essay

	The argument concludes that KICK should revise its broadcast schedule to include more sports coverage in order to gain a larger audience and to increase company profits. But, this argument is based on  several questionable assumptions and is therefore unconvincing.
//First of all, increasing the  broadcast audience does not necessarily mean to gain more profits.// (You MUST express this differently: “The argument assumes that increasing the audience means increased profits.”) /// , the profits of a broadcast company depend on TV commercials. For example, at  a major sports event such as the Super Bowl and the World Series, the broadcast company more profits from TV commercials  than //from a large audience.// (???Are you thinking about local broadcasting fees here? Like cable TV charges? Be clearer.) If a broadcast company wants to gain more profits, they attention to attracting TV commercial sponsors rather than to increasing audiences./// (You MUST express the counterargument in terms of “MIGHT” expressions!!! Don’t talk about reality or actuality. This is a logical matter -- not a factual matter!!!)
The second  problem in the argument is that the WACK broadcasting area might not be similar to KICK’s.  (You MUST express this differently: “The argument assumes that the broadcasting areas of WACK and KICK are analogous.”) // But  what if WACK’s area has a famous professional football team or baseball team? // (Good) ///Naturally, there be more sports fans in WACK area. On the other hand, if KICK area has no professional team or famous college sports team, the broadcast company have difficulty in increasing a larger audience./// (You MUST express the counterargument in terms of “MIGHT” expressions!!! Don’t talk about reality or actuality.)
The last serious flaw made in the argument is that it ignores the possibility that other factors caused the  larger audience at WACK. (What’s the ASSUMPTION here???) For example, WACK might have recruited a popular sports caster or commentator for sports programs so that people might be more interested in watching him on TV.  In other words, the improved quality of  sports programs might have been the cause of the increased audience at WACK.   

In sum, the argument
is not valid as it stands. To strengthen the argument, the author should do X ,Y, and Z…..
Editor’s Comments

I can tell you are quite logical and can sense what the flaws are to some extent -- but you lack full comprehension of logic on the conceptual side. Just as importantly, you don’t understand the LANGUAGE of “logical critique” that is proper to GRE Argument essays. CORRECT EXPRESSION IS CRUCIAL TO GRE ARGUMENT ESSAYS!!!

Write ALL the logical flaws in terms of ASSUMPTIONS, to maximize your GRE score!!!

Write ALL the counterarguments in terms of “MIGHT” expressions that indicate possibility, NEVER as “IS” or “WILL BE” expressions that indicate actuality!!!

Streamline your expressions so that you don’t sound like you are over-writing.

You missed the assumption about the national survey applying to the local area of KICK – which is a very easy, common type of assumption to identify in GRE Arguments.


	General Comments

	GRE Argument essays are scored about 80% based on content (proper identification and explanation of the logical flaws) and 20% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on analyzing the argument for flaws and thinking up counterarguments, before you actually start writing.

Essayline’s General Grading Guideline for Argument Essays

A 6 paper correctly identifies and critiques 3 major errors and other minor errors in the Argument. Has no grammatical error.

A 5 paper correctly identifies and critiques 3 major errors in the Argument. Has very few obvious grammatical errors.

A 4 paper correctly identifies and critiques 2 major errors in the Argument, and offers a partially correct critique of other errors in the Argument. Contains minor grammatical errors.
A 3 paper correctly identifies and critiques 1-2 major errors in the Argument, but fallaciously points out other logical flaws in the Argument. Contains minor grammatical errors and improper diction.

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analysis. May talk around 1-2 major errors in the Argument, but is not logically sound. Contains many grammatical errors and improper diction.

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing. Misses the nature of all the logical flaws. Essay is not comprehensible to the reader or is entirely off the topic. 
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE major error at a time. With minior errors, you can discuss more than one error in a paragraph.

Write simple and short. You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Please go for short expressions whenever you can.  

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but “do not”).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


