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	Topic

	71. Spending time alone makes one a better companion to others.

	Essay

	I strongly disagree that spending time alone makes one a better companion to others.  I recognize that some people may think that being alone gives more time to prepare themselves for what they want to do. (??? Irrelevant –- don’t you see? You should be focusing on companionship!!!) However, I believe that it is better to spend time with friends than alone if one wishes to be a  better companion to others. There are several  reasons for my view. 
Your thesis sounds TOO GENERAL!!! IT SHOULD BE FOCUSED ON COMPANIONSHIP, NOT ON “REASONS TO SPEND TIME WITH OTHERS” IN GENERAL!!!

Focus, Focus, Focus!!!! GET THE FOCUS 100% RIGHT IF you want to score high on the GRE exam!!!
First of all, it is more productive for being a better companion by spending time with others. (???This idea is unclear. What does being “productive” have to do with being a good companion to others?) Whatever I do with others, it produces better outcomes than an individual effort. In my experience, studying with friends, working with colleagues, and service activities with neighbors gave me unexpected outcomes, which was better than I thought. More importantly, the activities with them have helped  me to be a //better companion.// (What does “better companion” mean, specifically?) What are the unexpectedly positive results  due to? I would say  that it comes from the synergy effect, which comes from  interacting with people. //// (Unnecessary and repetitive sounding.)
Again, you’ve changed the focus to PRODUCTIVITY when you should be talking about COMPANIONSHIP!!!

THE MOST IMPORTANT THING YOU COULD BE DOING NOW IS LEARNING TO FOCUS. WHY DO YOU KEEP ON GOING ASTRAY? DISCIPLINE YOUR MIND –- DON’T JUST THINK THAT YOU CAN TALK ABOUT THINGS THAT “LOOK LIKE” THEY ARE RELATED TO THE ISSUE STATEMENT. YOU WILL SCORE LOW ON THE GRE EXAM IF YOU DO THAT KIND OF SLOPPY THINKING. MENTALLY CHECK AT LEAST FIVE TIMES BEFORE ACTUALLY WRITING TO CONFIRM THAT YOUR IDEAS ARE ALL ON-FOCUS!!!
Admittedly, there might be a positive aspect of spending time alone. One aspect is increased creativity, which is required by artists like  musicians, painters, and writers.  Spending time alone gives them more opportunities to develop their own talents. (How so??? Elaborate)  Yet,  spending time with others and working with them can also produce creativity. For example, the “Three Tenors” are excellent musicians as  individuals and each of them has a beautiful voice. However, as a harmony of three different voices, they create a more beautiful performance;  and by practicing and spending time with one another,  they are able to develop their creativity.

This paragraph needs a new topic sentence. The current topic sentence makes it sound like you are conceding too much to the other side.

Also, think about your logic. You are just saying that BOTH spending time alone and being with others produces creativity –- what does that prove? Does that lend strong support to your argument? NO, it doesn’t. To strengthen your argument, you should have said that being with others leads to GREATER CREATIVITY than spending time alone. Do you understand?
The  next reason for my emphasis on spending time with others is that we will learn how to communicate and help others through relationships with others.  The daily process for developing relationships with others makes us  a better person. There is a saying that “A human being is a social animal,” which means that we have to lean how to live by interacting with other members of society. //In the movie,  “Cast Away”, Tom Hanks was struggling to be alone in the middle of nowhere. This kind of situation puts people not fit to be  society’s members.// (Needs more explanation of example) Therefore, parents start to send their children to kindergarten for developing sociability. Their intention is that  each child  will  learn  how to be a good kid and friend to others.
Your ideas above are not distinctive or clear enough. It wades in too much abstraction, which makes your ideas sound very similar to one another. Try to be more specific in explaining your main idea.

Also, your discussion is off-focus. It’s not about companionship itself, but about being a “better person” in general or about being a “fit” member of society.
In conclusion,  modern society requires  that people spend time with others in some  form. That’s how  we learn to be a better companion to others. (Wrongly stated)
Editor’s Comments

Try to outline your ideas like this before writing.

Introduction with a THESIS: supported by 3 main ideas

1.
Main idea: supported by 3-4 VERY specific ideas/details/examples

2.
Main idea: supported by 3-4 VERY specific ideas/details/examples

3.
Main idea: supported by 3-4 VERY specific ideas/details/examples

Conclusion: restatement of thesis plus some new insight.



	General Comments

	GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with properly positioned, well-developed content and on organizing your ideas logically.

ETS Grading Guideline

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  

(In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic.)

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts! Start with what you are arguing for.

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your own argument. 

Write simple and short. You are not impressing anyone with your BIG words and expressions.

Try not to copy and repeat. Paraphrase instead.  

Please go for short expressions whenever you can. Concision is a virtue in writing. 

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (how CONVINCING you are!).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


