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	Topic 142 

The well-being of a society is enhanced when many of its people question authority.

	Essay

	The author asserts that a society is developed by people’s challenge against authority. Although the challenge sometimes fails, I basically agree with the statement, regarding it as part of  the general course of social development. I can find the  evidence for  this view easily in history.

Questioning authority leads to enhancement of a society’s well-being. (Too repetitive of the Issue statement; better to have your own topic sentence.)  This means that people want a society to be better. Therefore, (??? awkward use of “therefore”) people have sought a better society for themselves in history. (The preceding three sentences are confusing; your logic is unclear) Especially, it is clarified (??? Your meaning is unclear) in that revolution is against an established system and requires to build up a new system. The French broke down an absolute monarchy through the  (the French Revolution was quite violent and usually isn’t called “Civil Revolution”) French Revolution. As a result,  they gained more political, economic, and social freedom. The revolution also affected other countries’  innovative social movements. It is the foundation of today’s democracy. Additionally, people’s  questioning of authority  is  found in  the antislavery movement. The victory of the North  during the American Civil War gaveequal rights to the black people. 

However, questioning authority can lead to negative results. Challenging authority sometimes degenerates  to a state of disorder.  The process of the  collapse of communism was not necessarily positive for the societies that were impacted. . To take the clearest example, Russia, which had been  in an equal position with U.S., has been  mired in confusion since the dissolution of the Soviet Union.  Russia  appears to be confronting a worse situation  than before the demise of communism. Russians  are always at  risk of terror (??? terrorism?) and quivering with severe penury. .  Likewise, Germany, which was once the  center of Europe economically and politically, has been suffering political, social, and economic difficulties since the collapse of the Berlin Wall, which signified massive challenge of authority. (You need to tie your points to the Issue) The status of West Germany as  a powerful influence on  Europe has disappeared into the past. 

Yet,  even if questioning authority leads to no or negative results, such efforts alone will  lead to society’s improvement. In a sense, the  the relatively worse state of affairs that results from questioning authority may be a  temporary setback on the road to fundamental progress. (Major sentence revision needed to clarify your meaning….) Russia and Germany have been  suffering inevitably with the change from communism  to democracy. Yet, the people in these nations are  persisting in their  implementation of democracy, knowing from history that democracy is a better system than communism.  In point of fact, both of these countries  are becoming………. . (The problems in your language are very disruptive and distracting to the reader. I have to strain to make meaning of your sentences. Please be CLEARER in your language. Your ideas also need to be checked for logical flow….) As a matter of fact,  some of the nations that were once part of  the Soviet Union have been reconstructing themselves as independent nations, a substantial purpose of innovation (??? Why mention innovation suddenly???). Germany suffered internal dissonance between West Germany and East Germany. However, Germany has been overcoming this problem with national homogeneity (??? What does this mean??? Also, such claims need to be supported and elaborated upon…)  These two cases have become exemplars to China, which has implemented revised capitalism gradually, and to Korea’s  reunification process. 

Society’s developments are the results of many trials and errors. In other words, they  are consequences of success and failure of  many people. if it (??? What is “it” here?) is pursued by majority, will be reflected necessarily in their society, whether over   the long term or  the short term. (Too convoluted….I can’t ascertain your meaning) Thus, it is valid that the well-being of society depends on people’s volition against authority.   
Editor’s Comments:

Your poor use of LANGUAGE is the most glaring problem with your essay. Stay away from fancy and abstract terms. You will not get any credit if the reader CAN’T understand your meaning in the first place!!! 

Position:

Basically okay, but I think your argument is too complex for you to write about, given your inadequate control of language. You’d better form a simpler argument next time, to raise your grade. A GRE Issue essay need not be as complex as this in argumentation in order to receive a high score.

Development:

Good examples. 

Inadequate development at places.

Organization:

No major problems.

Sometimes you introduce an idea too abruptly.

Language: 

Chronic problems with unclear and awkward phrases and entire sentences.


	General Comments

	GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with properly positioned, well-developed content and on organizing your ideas logically.

ETS Grading Guideline

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  

(In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic.)

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts! Start with what you are arguing for.

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your own argument. 

Write simple and short. You are not impressing anyone with your BIG words and expressions.

Try not to copy and repeat. Paraphrase instead.  

Please go for short expressions whenever you can. Concision is a virtue in writing. 

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (how CONVINCING you are!).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


