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	Topic

	Democracy is everywhere.


	Essay

	     Since the political revolutions in the 18th century, democracy has been a  prevailing ideology in  most  countries. The interpretation of democracy, however, has changed as societies evolved.  People longed for the transfer of power from a king to citizens at the age of absolute monarchy. Then their descendants wanted  suffrage so that they could  take part in governing the country. To a communist society, democracy meant the freedom of the working class, rather  than their suppression or control by the owners of capital. //And these days, with many of their fundamental political wants  satisfied, people need a new thing: “equality.”// (Arguably, this need goes back a long time too. The American Constitution, for instance, is filled with calls for equality.) They dream of everyone being treated the same. In the  ideal  society that they imagine, nobody would  be looked down upon merely because one is, for instance, a Mongolian believing in a  traditional religion and rejecting  life in a  crowded city. But are we equal yet? 

It’s not clear what your thesis is. Is it about the different interpretations of “democracy” –- or about equality and the lack thereof in the world today? In your first paragraph, you should make this very clear.

    //A  few days ago, I saw an article in the newspaper about homosexual marriage.// (This is where a “topic sentence” belongs in a formal essay. “Topic sentences” are usually argumentative in nature, rather than being casually descriptive like this.) Whether to permit the marriage of homosexual couples is a hot issue today.  Indeed, there are a few states that have recently legalized it.  However, most people still think that homosexuals are mentally  unstable perverts, and ignore them. With  a popular and influential singer like “Eminem” calling them  names, homosexuals have a hard time even “coming out.” Similarly, , there was a  time when the marriage between a black person and a white person was banned. In the novel, “To Kill a Mockingbird,”(underline) a black person, Tom Robinson, is killed just because he had a physical contact with  a white girl. At the  time the novel was written, African-Americans suffered from  many other restrictions, too. It was not until recent times that people have begun  to accept the notion of equality -- a concept which  cannot be separated from the development of democracy -- and to realize their misdeeds.

What is the major point of this paragraph? It crams too many ideas into one paragraph. It would be better to separate the ideas and organize them into two paragraphs.
    ///  //Like this case,// (??? vague reference) we should give homosexuals equal treatment. /// (Your topic sentence has gone off the scope of the SAT prompt. What does this have to do with democracy being everywhere or not?) I’m not talking about the equality of wealth or economic profits. I’m talking about  equality in the form of  respecting  the humanity of all people, regarding them as valuable beings. As a  human being, even gays and lesbians have the right to go to see “Gone with the Wind” with his/her partner, go out with them in public, and live together -- just  as other human beings do.  (Again, where is the idea of democracy in all this??)
    As much as I believe that these people should be treated equal  and protected by the law, I  think that the ultimate goal  of //egalitarianism// (?? Unclear concept) will not be accomplished. No matter how virtuous the notion of “equality” may be,  it involves //contradictions as well as harmonies to society.// (Like what? Explain more…)  // Equality in itself  cannot save  people around  the world,  or remove the gaps between the rich and the poor.// (I thought you said that you were NOT talking about “equality of wealth or economic profits”?? This seems inconsistent.) And yet, as we are living in a  democratic society,  we should consider the meaning of democracy before we make //another mistake. //(Vague reference…)
Editor’s Comments

This essay is not well-focused on the topic of whether democracy is everywhere. You seem to want to talk about how in one area – namely treatment of homosexuals – democracy has not fulfilled its principles. But this point is not structured well in your essay.

The essay’s argument is very hard to follow. And there is a place where you are inconsistent.

There are chronic problems with language -- diction and phrasing, mostly.
I have deducted 1.5 points for content problems and 1 point for language errors.


	General Comments

	SAT essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with properly positioned, well-developed content and on organizing your ideas logically.

SCORE OF 6

An essay in this category is outstanding, demonstrating clear and consistent mastery, although it may have a few minor errors. A typical essay 

· effectively and insightfully develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates outstanding critical thinking, using clearly appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position 

· is well organized and clearly focused, demonstrating clear coherence and smooth progression of ideas 

· exhibits skillful use of language, using a varied, accurate, and apt vocabulary 

· demonstrates meaningful variety in sentence structure 

· is free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics 

SCORE OF 5

An essay in this category is effective, demonstrating reasonably consistent mastery, although it will have occasional errors or lapses in quality. A typical essay 

· effectively develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates strong critical thinking, generally using appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position 

· is well organized and focused, demonstrating coherence and progression of ideas 

· exhibits facility in the use of language, using appropriate vocabulary 

· demonstrates variety in sentence structure 

· is generally free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics 

SCORE OF 4

An essay in this category is competent, demonstrating adequate mastery, although it will have lapses in quality. A typical essay 

· develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates competent critical thinking, using adequate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position 

· is generally organized and focused, demonstrating some coherence and progression of ideas 

· exhibits adequate but inconsistent facility in the use of language, using generally appropriate vocabulary 

· demonstrates some variety in sentence structure 

· has some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics 

SCORE OF 3

An essay in this category is inadequate, but demonstrates developing mastery, and is marked by one or more of the following weaknesses: 

· develops a point of view on the issue, demonstrating some critical thinking, but may do so inconsistently or use inadequate examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position 

· is limited in its organization or focus, but may demonstrate some lapses in coherence or progression of ideas 

· displays developing facility in the use of language, but sometimes uses weak vocabulary or inappropriate word choice 

· lacks variety or demonstrates problems in sentence structure 

· contains an accumulation of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics 

SCORE OF 2

An essay in this category is seriously limited, demonstrating little mastery, and is flawed by one or more of the following weaknesses: 

· develops a point of view on the issue that is vague or seriously limited, demonstrating weak critical thinking, providing inappropriate or insufficient examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position 

· is poorly organized and/or focused, or demonstrates serious problems with coherence or progression of ideas 

· displays very little facility in the use of language, using very limited vocabulary or incorrect word choice 

· demonstrates frequent problems in sentence structure 

· contains errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics so serious that meaning is somewhat obscured 

Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  

(In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic.)

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts! Start with what you are arguing for.

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your own argument. 

Write simple and short. You are not impressing anyone with your BIG words and expressions.

Try not to copy and repeat. Paraphrase instead.  

Please go for short expressions whenever you can. Concision is a virtue in writing. 

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (how CONVINCING you are!).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


