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	Topic

	Argument 13: The following appeared in a memo from the chief executive of a video game company. 

"We have recently been offered the opportunity to buy the rights to produce a video game based on the soon-to-be-published children's book "Squirrel Power," by Peter Wood. While the cost of the rights is substantial and will place economic constraints on our company in the short-term, there are two reasons that the purchase of these rights will undoubtedly be a wise investment. First, Wood's last three books have been best sellers and the movie based on his first book was highly profitable. Second, the popular characters and story line in "Squirrel Power" will save us time in developing our video game, thereby reducing our costs."

	Essay

	 In the memo, the chief executive recommends the company to buy the rights to make a video game based on a book by Peter Wood, whose last three books have been popular and the movie based on his first book was very profitable. He also claims that the popularity of new story line and characters will reduce cost in developing the game. However, his argument  relies on unsubstantiated assumptions and therefore, I find the argument unconvincing.

Comments:
Good Intro.  You have successfully identified the conclusion and described the evidences the argument used in support of its conclusion. 
First of all, the author assumes that the unpublished ‘Squirrel Power’ will be successful. Even though the last three books were best sellers, they  do not guarantee the success of the new book.  
It is not apparent whether the new book is the sequel of the former three books. If it is, perhaps we can expect the popularity of the previous books would have some influence on the new book.  However, as an independent title, even that expectation diminishes. 

Comments:
1) In using film sequels as an example, by making the comparison, you are making another assumption.  If you want to make a comparative example, use an example of a book sequel that did not do well after a big success of the previous.

2) The author never said that the book is a sequel of the previous books – you are making another assumption here. By combining two paragraphs, the sequel idea is used as an example to show your line of reasoning. 
Lastly, the author assumes that the popular characters and storyline will save time for the company in developing the game.  In fact, time and cost might be increased when you use already created characters and story line. Because game machine has its limitation to create, for example, simultaneous and fast movement of characters.  It also might require too much  graphic works if the story line has wide area of backgrounds. Thus, fixed story line and characters might not be helpful to decrease time and cost in development.

Comments:
Good.  However, the author assumed that the popular characters and storyline will save time in developing the game. The popularity of characters does not have any bearing on the game development process.  
Also, the author assumes that the characters and storyline will be popular to begin with. 
In conclusion, executive’s argument is unpersuasive.  There are insufficient evidences that the ‘Squirrel Power’ will be successful, and also its characters and story line will reduce time and cost in developing the game.
Comments:
Good. Next time, try to include a list of further evidences the author needs to provide to support his argument (try to be comprehensive but, concise). 


	General Comments

	Your line of reasoning is sound and your writing is improving. 
In composing your paragraph, keep the following in your mind;

The first sentence of each paragraph should show the main point of your critique – show the flaw the author made in his argument.  Follow it by showing your reasons – tell the readers why.  Then, use relevant examples (other possibilities) to undermine author’s argument.   
Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^
The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 
In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  
Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)
General Grading Guideline for Argument Essays 

A 6 paper correctly identifies and critiques 3 major errors and 
other minor errors in the Argument. Has no grammatical errors. 

A 5 paper correctly identifies and critiques 3 major errors in the 

Argument. Has very few obvious grammatical errors. 

A 4 paper correctly identifies and critiques 2 major errors in the 

Argument, and offers a partially correct critique of other errors in 

the Argument. Contains minor grammatical errors. 

A 3 paper correctly identifies and critiques 1-2 major errors in the 

Argument, but fallaciously points out other logical flaws in the 

Argument. Contains minor grammatical errors. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. May 

talk around 1-2 major errors in the Argument, but is not logically 

sound. Contains many grammatical errors. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical 

writing. Essay is not comprehensible to the reader or is entirely off

the topic. 
Position:

· Presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· Good use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· Well focused/organized 

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


