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	Topic

	25. The following appeared in a memo from the mayor of the town of Hopewell. - "Two years ago, the town of Ocean View built a new municipal golf course and resort hotel. During the past two years, tourism in Ocean View has increased, new businesses have opened there, and Ocean View's tax revenues have risen by 30 percent. The best way to improve Hopewell's economy, and generate additional tax revenues, is to build a golf course and resort hotel similar to those in Ocean View."


	Essay


	 

The mayor of Hopewell claims that that building a new municipal golf course and resort hotel similar to those in the Ocean View will improve the Hopewell economy, and generate additional taxes. But he or she fails to offer any evidence to substantiate this claim. There is no mention on the evidence that drove economy improvement, and the mayor assumes that Ocean View represents other Hopewell towns.

Comments:

Watch out for typos. You have many

Avoid all or nothing words such as “any”
Ok introduction.  I like the way you lay out the key points of your thesis in the intro.  But please remember that anything you mention in the intro has to be supported in the body. 
To begin with, the mayor provides no cause-effect evidence that convinces the reader that building these two premises directly accounts for Ocean View’s recent success.  [please try not to repeat what the argument says] But, such beneficial results in Ocean View can be caused by other factors as well. From the hint of the regional name Ocean View, we can imagine that there may exist grand ocean scenery that attracts travelers. [yeah… but this does not explain recent increase… I am sure that scenery has always been there] These natural scenery could be more direct contribution to the increase of tourism and opening new business than new municipal golf course and resort hotel. And, there may exist other potential sources. [like what??? The one you have here is not good]
Comments:

Please see my comment above
Moreover, the mayor is making a major assumption that the rest of Hopewell is like Ocean View. Yet, this is unproven assumption.  For instance, Ocean View may be the only beach town in Hopewell. [you see what I mean by writing simple sentences?] Supposing that there might exist many different characteristics of city between Ocean View and Hopewell, Hopewell must search other model or economic strategy for improvement of economy and increase of tax revenues. [why MUST? And also, please try to avoid using preacher-like “should do this and that” approach.  Instead, use example as above, and attack the argument as is]
Comments:

Yup 
In conclusion, claims made by the mayor [don’t need to keep repeating Hopewell] are not convincing. To bolster the claims, he or she must show the evidence for causeeffect about the economy improvement, and prove that Ocean View is representative of other Hopewell towns before claiming that Ocean View success story holds implications in other towns as well.

Comments:

Ok conclusion



	General Comments

	Good. You do better on arguments than issues. You could have addressed many other issues as well such as 1) source of tax revenue – for example, how would building merely two new places account for such an increase in tax revenue.  2) attack the generalization made by the mayor saying that building more like the town does not necessarily equate progress because of potential competition etc.  that is, u can attack the oversimplified equation of tourism=more progress

The readers will grade you on (1) content (ideas, analytic logic), (2) organization, (3) expression (e.g., vocabulary, idioms, diction), and (4) written language (e.g., grammar, syntax).  The grade is primarily based on content and organization.  The readers consider expression and written language only if they impede the clarity of your writing because ETS wants to be fair to international test takers like yourself.  (Note: Your essay will not be graded on spelling or punctuation unless the errors are so numerous that they make your essay difficult to understand.)  

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


Other Comments for Your Reference--- READ THESE!!!---NEVER TOO MUCH TO READ THEM EVERY TIME ^^

In a GRE issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  Thus, avoid conditional forms of verbs (e.g., could, should, may, etc.)
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short.  You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.
Structure simple.  See below:

P1=Intro=1) paraphrase the speaker’s claim 2) clearly state your position (THESIS) 3) briefly state two reasons why your position is such.

Following paragraphs – talk about each reason with ONE example, and acknowledge potential opposition and refute it if necessary (especially for controversial issues)

Conclusion=I mentioned this above. 

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!)

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been” etc.

Please go for short cut whenever you can.  For instance, instead of using “has had”, use “had” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”)

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing.  (e.g., not “don’t”, but “do not”)

