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	Topic

	Practicality is Our Great Idol

	Essay

	The speaker asserts that nothing has value in today's world without practicality, which all powers and talents must serve. It is true that in developed society people seem to pursue practicality. However, I disagree with the speaker’s assertion because there are many valuable things that do not have practicality, as in the areas of ethics, science, and art.

Comments:

· Improper use of “Not only… but also…”
· The speaker’s statement is not really a “conclusion” or an “argument” since it does not include premises and reasoning. It can be called an “assertion” or “suggestion”.
        In ethical aspects, practicality is not as important as conscience. Even though some technology is very useful and profitable for human beings, its ethical aspect may have little value and may not be acceptable. For example, in early experiments of cloning, this technology brings us enormous benefit such as abounding foods. However, if the technology is developed more, people may achieve a human clone. The experiment of human cloning brings about ethical problems for society. Although this technology is practical, human beings may not accept this technology.

Comments:

· “Invading the sanctuary of God” is just an example of an ethical objecting against human cloning. Thus, you need to say “for example” or “such as”.
· Actually, it doesn’t seem to be a good example. how is the creation of humans more His sanctuary than the creation of other living things (or even non-living things)? Indeed, what is not in the sanctuary of God? It’s better to avoid such a controversial statement unless you support it.
        In scientific aspects, practicality is not related to scientific value or academic value. Much research targets pure science such as astronomy, chemistry, physics, and mathematics, not practicality. For example, consider a mathematical study about integral calculus. The researcher might not pursue this subject to apply it to his life; he just wants to know a more specific theory or more knowledge for the purpose of academics. There is another example. A linguist, who studies language, regards that tone or cadence is more valuable and crucial than practicality. As these examples show, much of academic research has crucial value without practicality.

        In artistic or aesthetic aspects, the value of things is not related to their practicality. If only practical things have value in today's world, why do people keep artistic masterpieces? If the speaker's statement is right, why do we have museums? Masterpieces can be artistically or aesthetically valuable without being practical. The works of Picasso, for example, have an important role in aesthetics. Even though his works and his ideology are not related to the practical view, many still admire and respect him nowadays. There is another example, Vincent Van Gogh. He was crazy and is far from practical, but his works are admired by modern people.
Comments:

· The word “aspects” has certain uses; you are using it too loosely. You need to clarify whose aspects you are referring to. See my revisions.
· Always end a question with a question mark (?).
· “masterpieces” are things, not people.
· Your final sentence is vague and seems redundant.
        In conclusion, not everything that is obviously practical is of high value. The value of something can be measured according to various aspects, not only practicality but also ethics, science, aesthetics, and others. Although practicality brings us convenience and economic benefit, we also cannot overlook other characteristics.



	General Comments

	Comments:

· To demonstrate that you are thoroughly considering the issue, consider including a paragraph that presents an opposing position on the issue. In this case, you could saw a few words (and an example) about the benefits of practicality. But please: don’t use an example from IT or transportation – they are overused examples.
A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities  of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis  of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue  and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· presents a well-considered position on the issue 

Development:

· develops the position on the issue with relevant reasons and/or  examples 

Organization:

· is focused and generally well organized, connecting ideas appropriately 

Expression:

· expresses ideas with reasonable clarity 

Written English:

· generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written  English but may have some errors 

GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas logically.

Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for.

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!).

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Please go for short expressions whenever you can.  

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	























