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	Topic

	17. There are two types of laws: just and unjust.  Every individual in a society has a responsibility to obey just laws, even more importantly, to disobey and resist unjust laws.

	Essay

	Human beings are created imperfectly and can’t always be right, thus justice and unjustice will inevitably coexist in a society.  Moreover, there are some times when we are particularly uncertain about which way is right.  A glance at history, however, will show that we have struggled to find justice.  Sometimes the struggles did not bring good effects immediately. But with the passage of time as we opposed unjust forces, the society we live in is reaching toward the right way.  This might have been impossible if we had not dared to disobey and oppose injustices.
Comments:

· In academic writing try to avoid the use of contractions such as “don’t”.
To allow disobeying unjust laws might cause anxiety and destruction in a society.  Through many struggles against unjust laws, we have experienced harmful effects.  Just a few decades ago in the U.S., there was opposition against laws that discriminated against blacks because of their skin color.  Under the law, blacks could not share bus seats and restrooms with whites.  Despite the law, blacks opposed this discrimination and tried to get their rights.  During conflicts, many people were killed and injured, buildings were destroyed, and properties were damaged.  The struggles brought plenty of damages both to people who obeyed the law and to those who disobeyed it.  We cannot deny that by opposing injustice we may face dangerous consequences, both direct and indirect. 

If we had not acted against injustice because of harmful effects, blacks would not have their freedom and fair treatments.  Many movements toward better rights had harmful results, but people did not give up fighting against unjust laws.  During the blacks movement, many blacks were killed.  However they continued the movements, and eventually they got rights and could share in all public places, such as a restaurant or a restroom.  Disobeying unjust laws brought not only damages but also changes from unjust to just.  Without opposing the injustice, we would not have this justice. 
Comments:

· You started to wander into the topic of the previous paragraph, the lack of blacks’ rights. It’s important for each paragraph to have its individual focus.
· Use “much” or “many” instead of “a lot of”.
Only a century ago women in most countries did not have the right to vote and own property. At that time, people took for granted that it was just.  Certain active women, however, started to disobey the laws by arguing that the laws were intolerant and unjust.  Women founded associations against the unjust laws, and had marches claiming their rights.  Although it took time to get their rights, they succeeded eventually.  Finding justice started by opposing unjust laws.
Comments:

· “just” is the adjective; “justice” is the noun.
We cannot be always right and just; we commit faults and errors whether they are planned or not.  The important thing is how we solve problems.  Opposing the laws has harmful effects, but it is necessary to find justice.


	General Comments

	Comments:

· You give good examples of your perspective, but you should also illuminate the broader context. This means treating opposing views. For example, are there other ways to find justice? You do not answer this obvious question. You should present another perspective and then show its limitations, disadvantages, etc.
A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities  of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis  of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue  and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· presents a clear position on the issue 

Development:

· develops the position with logically sound reasons and/or well-chosen  examples 

Organization:

· is adequately focused and organized 

Expression:

· expresses ideas with reasonable clarity 

Written English:

· generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written  English but may have some errors 

GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas logically.

Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for.

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!).

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Please go for short expressions whenever you can.  

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	























