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	Topic

	58. The increasingly rapid pace of life today causes more problems than it solves.


	Essay

	In recent decades the pace of life has been steadily increasing. Does the increasingly rapid pace of life today cause more problems than it solves?  In my view, the rapid pace of life has brought more benefits than problems. 

Comments:

· The issue statement is intentionally vague: “increasingly rapid… today” (with no mention of the precise time period or speed differences). But that doesn’t mean you should also be vague. On the contrary, you need to qualify the issue statement – pin it down to a specific area – and the introduction is a good place to do this. See my revision to get an idea of what I mean.
· Beware of overusing the phrases “in some aspects” and “in some respects”: they often do little more than weaken your statements. To be compelling (and to get a high score!) your writing must be precise.
Admittedly, the rapid changes in life today cause some problems in our life. A faster pace causes us more stress. Through computers, cellular phones, and other forms of fast communication, information in modern society is produced and distributed more quickly than ever before. People have to be more vigilant to keep pace with the speed of the information so as not to fall behind the times. For example, many middle-aged men who are still illiterate with the computer have lost their jobs and have difficulty finding another.  

Comments:

· You have provided little specific information here. You could give a concrete example of what it means to “keep pace” with information. You also need to give more detail with your example of the computer-illiterate person.
Even though it has caused some problems, however, today’s rapid pace of life contributed to overall improvement in the quality of life. Using fast transportation such as airplanes and trains, people can now travel freely from one continent to another, and this opens a new world and broad views to our minds. Furthermore, the development of the Internet has eliminated the constraints of time and space: we can now make choices more quickly and from a wider range of possibilities. Nowadays, we can easily see friends, family, and colleagues, or messages from them, in any time and any place. We can also buy various products through the computer without leaving the home or office. 

Comments:

· “Eliminated the constraints of time and space” is too bold a statement. Limit your assertions to ones you can support. For example, there seems to be a contradiction with the idea that we are bound to a faster pace; if we are bound to that pace, how can we be free of temporal constraints?
· Again, you are not giving substantial treatment to your examples. Give specific detail.
Not only has it improved the quality of life, the rapid pace of life also settled unsolved problems. In many fields such as technology, life science, and business, the rapid pace of development has brought advanced technology and cures for accommodating human’s convenience and well-being. For example, the computer supports technical cooperation and active exchange of scholars and as a result, we now have new medicine inhibiting serious diseases that were previously incurable. In business, the development of the global market using computers has opened new opportunities to the enterprise, for example the establishment of an internet shopping mall does not need a large amount of money. 

Comments:

· Good.
In sum, although the increasingly rapid pace of life has some problems, we cannot overlook the benefits it has brought to our life. It improved the quality of overall human life by eliminating certain limits of time and place, and also facilitated many developments in many fields. Indeed, the increasingly rapid pace of life caused more solutions than problems. 

Comments:

· Improper used of “therefore”, which in academic writing should only be used to for logically valid (or close) conclusions. Here it harms the effect of your writing, because it suggests a flawed conclusion of the form “A exists, therefore A is larger than B”.

	General Comments

	A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities  of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis  of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue  and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
Position:

· is vague or limited in presenting or developing a position on the  issue 

Development:

· is weak in the use of relevant reasons or examples 

Organization:

· is adequately focused and organized 

Expression:

· expresses ideas with reasonable clarity 

Written English:

· generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written  English but may have some errors 

GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas logically.

Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  
In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts!  Start with what you are arguing for.

Try not to copy and repeat.  Paraphrase instead.  

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (your LOGIC!).

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Please go for short expressions whenever you can.  

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	























