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	Topic

	161. In a study of reading habits of Leeville citizens conducted by the University of Leeville, most respondents said they preferred literary classics as reading material. However, a follow-up study conducted by the same researchers found that the type of book most frequently checked out of each of the public libraries in Leeville was the mystery novel. Therefore, it can be concluded that the respondents in the first study had misrepresented their reading habits.


	Essay

	The author argues that respondents of the first study had misrepresented their reading habits because the result of the follow-up study turned out to be different. However, the  argument is flawed because it relies on illogical assumptions, a faulty cause and effect relationship and lacks statistically relevant survey data. 
Comments:  The intro can be more precise with what are the flaws of the argument.  Remember that a specific intro is important in both GRE issue and argument essays. 
First, the author concludes that the two studies   conducted by the University of Leeville  are comparable since  each was done by the same researchers. When comparing the two different studies, the first thing to consider is  whether the respondents who participated in the two studies are the same. If the respondents of the studies   are   totally different groups of people, the results   will be   different.     Perhaps the first study's respondents were university students but the follow-up study’s respondents were elementary students. If such was the case    there would be a significant difference in responses. Thus, without further information about the make up the people surveyed, the argument lacks authority. 
Comments:  The last line is awkward—see rewrite for clarity and fluency.  The graph needs a better concluding line, but the ideas here are valid. 
Second, considering the fact that the research groups were the same  in the two studies, it is possible that responses and actual borrowing of   books in the library can vary. [The respondents may have answered that they prefer literary classics in order to look academic, but in reality they may prefer more fun and interesting mystery novels—so are you saying they did misrepresent reading habits by claiming they like literary classics but actually check out mystery novels?].  In addition, the first research study may have been done during the semester, but the follow-up study  during the summer vacation. There are possibilities that respondents may spend their summer with light reading by borrowing mystery books from the library even though they usually prefer literary classics. Therefore, without considering the season in which the two studies were conducted, the argument remains specious. 
Comments:   The second line needs to be clarified. The graph needs a better concluding line. Remember that the concluding line should sum up the idea of the graph.  The idea about the season in which each study was conducted is valid. 
Third, if the respondents' answers  were true, there are the possibilities that they buy literary classics because  the books are valuable enough to keep,   but consider   mystery novels as a one-time reading material that  are worthless to buy. If so, the result of the follow-up study cannot   represent the respondents’   reading habits. [Also, the author must provide   evidence that users of the public libraries   represent   the respondents from the first research study—you mentioned this in the second graph—whether the two groups are the same]. Mostly, the public libraries have a large range of people borrowing   books, so the frequency of checked out books from   local public libraries  cannot be   reliable data to correlate with.
Comments:   The idea about whether the respondents in both groups were the same was mentioned in the second graph.  Also, generally use “cannot” rather than “can not” unless you are putting much emphasis on the “not”. The idea about buying vs borrowing trends is sound. 
Thus, the author's argument that the first study's respondents had misrepresented their reading habits is dubious as it stands. To bolster the argument, the author must provide evidences that those two researches were done with the same respondents. Also, the author must consider the fact that respondents' answers and the actual behavior can vary. The author must also demonstrate that the two studies were conducted during the same season, as well as provide more specific information  about the people surveyed in each group, such as age, gender and profession. 
Comments:  The conclusion can be filled out a bit with how the argument can be improved—see additions.  Bear in mind that “evidences” and “researches” are more British and “evidence” and “research” are more American. 


	General Comments

	General Comments:  This is a good start in that you effectively critique the main flaws of the argument.   The intro can be more precise with how the argument is flawed. The second and third graphs need better concluding lines.  Parts throughout are unclear and need to be further clarified. The conclusion can be filled out a bit more with how the argument can be strengthened. 

Good luck,

Andrew
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  

(In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic.)

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts! Start with what you are arguing for.

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your own argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing anyone with your BIG words and expressions.
Try not to copy and repeat. Paraphrase instead.  
Please go for short expressions whenever you can. Concision is a virtue in writing. 

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (how CONVINCING you are!).

GRE Argument essays are scored about 80% based on content (proper identification and explanation of the logical flaws) and 20% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on analyzing the argument for flaws and thinking up counterarguments, before you actually start writing.

Essayline’s General Grading Guideline for Argument Essays

A 6 paper correctly identifies and critiques 3 major errors and other minor errors in the Argument. Has no grammatical error.

A 5 paper correctly identifies and critiques 3 major errors in the Argument. Has very few obvious grammatical errors.

A 4 paper correctly identifies and critiques 2 major errors in the Argument, and offers a partially correct critique of other errors in the Argument. Contains minor grammatical errors.
A 3 paper correctly identifies and critiques 1-2 major errors in the Argument, but fallaciously points out other logical flaws in the Argument. Contains minor grammatical errors and improper diction.

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analysis. May talk around 1-2 major errors in the Argument, but is not logically sound. Contains many grammatical errors and improper diction.

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing. Misses the nature of all the logical flaws. Essay is not comprehensible to the reader or is entirely off the topic. 
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic. 

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE major error at a time. With minior errors, you can discuss more than one error in a paragraph.

Write simple and short. You are not impressing any one with your BIG words and expressions.

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Please go for short expressions whenever you can.  

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but “do not”).

For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


