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	Topic

	108. "In many countries it is now possible to turn on the television and view government at work. Watching these proceedings can help people understand the issues that affect their lives. The more kinds of government proceedings - trials, debates, meetings, etc - that are televised, the more society will benefit."


	Essay

	The speaker asserts that televising   government proceedings such as trials, debates, and meetings gives benefits to our society. However, although televising government proceedings has some advantages [that is to contact easily—unclear] and  be kept aware about government proceedings, I disagree with the speaker’s assertion because of   several disadvantages    in which government could distort the information and  revealed information could cause confusion  in  society. 
Comments:  “contact easily” is unclear. See other corrections throughout.  Generally good intro. 
Admittedly, in a democratic    society, the public  has the right and responsibility to know whether government works well because the government was elected by the public.  By revealing trials, debates and meetings,   the government can receive the opinions of the public quickly about disputed   issues. In other words, people can understand vital points about the government’s works and  offer a  public opinion  by viewing  the televised information of government proceedings.     In this way, they can have an effect on the important decisions of government. Moreover, televising government’s works prevents politicians from abusing their power. “Watergate”   and “Irangate”    are examples   in which politicians abused their power with  concealed information.   Thus, it is necessary that government provide the public with information about its works.
Comments:  See corrections here for clarity and fluency, but the ideas and examples are valid.  Avoid “etc” and “and so on” in formal essays such as the GRE.
Nevertheless, I believe that televising the government’s works should be restricted since government could control the public opinions  through the  media. In other words, if government televised the only contents advocating its stand, the public  could not understand the issue objectively and can be  swayed    by the government’s opinion. This is the biggest disadvantage of a government controlled media. For example,     during the Cold War, the public broadcasting system of South Korea could not televise the contents about communism and especially hid     the contents about North Korea.     As the only source of information, the government could control the flow of information to its advantage at the expense of citizens’ knowledge.  In such examples, too much reliance on governmental information can be destructive.
Comments:  The last line is wordy and awkward and needs to be more fluent and clear—see rewrite. The graph needs a better concluding line—see addition. Otherwise, the ideas are sound the examples are apropos. 
Furthermore, opening the government’s works excessively can cause   social confusion. It  can be damaging to reveal all proceedings,    such as national security issues and sensitive economic problems. For instance, recently the real estate market of South Korea   bubbled and  real estate was  very expensive. If government proceedings about the next point of development  were revealed on television   many people would want to invest in the new region with the expectation of a high return on their investment.   Because this situation can have an effect on increasing   real estate prices, society  could  be    destabilized. Hence,  televising all information can have a deleterious effect on society.
Comments:  The second line is awkward—see rewrite for clarity and fluency. The last line can be simplified—see rewrite. See other corrections throughout for specificity, but the ideas here are valid and the examples are relevant. 
In conclusion, even if televising government’s works  has advantages that people can [contact easily—vague] and participate in the decisions of a nation, it can also be problematic in that politicians can manipulate information for their own gain and revealing information can cause societal instability.   Thus, when government televises its proceedings, it should consider whether  the revealed information will help or hinder the general public and stability of the nation.  
Comments:  The summary here is sound but can be more precise and fluent—see rewrites.  Remember that simpler is often better. 


	General Comments

	General Comments: This is a good start with sound ideas and some relevant examples to develop them.  Too often the prose is wordy and can be simplified. Other parts are unclear and need to be specified. Remember to be precise and concise in the GRE essay—use only those words that are necessary while also being specific.  The intro is generally effective and the conclusion can be clarified and more fluent to better sum up the ideas put forth in the essay.

Good luck,

Andrew
Other Comments for Your Reference --- READ THESE!!!

In a GRE Issue essay, you are trying to convince the reader of your point.  

(In a GRE Argument essay, you are pointing out errors in terms of logic.)

Each paragraph should be stand alone with ONE idea at a time.  Cramming in adjectives easily jams in more than one point.  Avoid this.

DO NOT START paragraphs with facts! Start with what you are arguing for.

Try to refute potential opposing arguments to your own argument. 
Write simple and short. You are not impressing anyone with your BIG words and expressions.
Try not to copy and repeat. Paraphrase instead.  
Please go for short expressions whenever you can. Concision is a virtue in writing. 

Please avoid using passive words such as “be” and “been,” etc.

Numbers less than 10 should be spelled out (e.g., not 3, but “three”).

Avoid using apostrophes in official writings such as the GRE writing (e.g., not “don’t,” but  “do not”).

REMEMBER, it is what you ARGUE that counts (how CONVINCING you are!).

GRE Issue essay are scored about 70-80% based on content (position, development, and organization) and 20-30% based on language (grammar and diction). So invest your time on coming up with clear, well-developed, persuasive content and on organizing your ideas logically.

ETS Grading Guideline

A 6 paper presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A 5 paper presents a generally thoughtful, well-developed analysis of the complexities of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A 4 paper presents a competent analysis of the issue and conveys meaning  adequately.

A 3 paper demonstrates some competence in its analysis of the issue and in conveying meaning but is obviously flawed. 

A 2 paper demonstrates serious weaknesses in analytical writing. 

A 1 paper demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.
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For your convenience, we have redlined the corrections and other changes we made.  To show a “clean” version of your essay, if you are using Microsoft Word, go to “Tools>Track changes>Highlight changes>Highlight changes on screen.”

Reference materials and technical notes are available at http://www.essayline.org/practice_notes.html 



	

	

	


